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TEE CEAHAH MAQALA. 


In my article on The Sources of Dawlntshdh, wlu'cli appeared 
in tlie January number of the Journal, I have already 
spoken of the excellent work wiiicb I now have the pleasure 
to present in English dress. For my translation I have 
used the Tihran lithographed edition of a.h. 1305, which 
I have carefully collated throughout with the older of the 
two British Museum MSS. (Or. 3,507, dated 'a.ti. 1017), 
and, in all doubtful passages, with the second MS. (Or. 2,955, 
dated a.ii. 1274) also. These MSS. are fully described 
in Rieu’s Persian Supplement, pp. 244-245 and 265, Nos. 
390 and 418. It remains only to say a fow words con- 
cerning the author and the book. 

The Chahdr Maqdla contains, as its name implies, foru’ 
discourses, each of which treats of a class of men deemed 
by the author indispensable for the service of kings, 
to wit, (1) scribes {dalnrdn) or secretaries; (2) poets; 
(3) asti’ologers ; and (4) physicians. Each discourse begins 
with certain general considerations on the class in question, 
which are afterwards illustrated by anecdotes, drawn, in 
large measure, from the personal rcminiscencce of the author, 
who was himself a court-poet and a frequenter of royal 
, assemblies. The total nmnber of these anecdotes, which 
constitute at once the most entertaining and the most 
valuable portion of the book, is about forty, an average 
of ten to each “ discourse.” So far as ‘ I know, only two 
.of them, one concerning Firdawai and the other about 
-‘Umar Khayydra, have hitherto been cited from this work. 
'Of these the first (translated by Ethe in vol. xlviii of the 
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ZDM.Q., pp. 89-94) was taken, not from tlie Ohahdr 
Maqdia itself, but from Ibn lafandij^r’s TIhto/\i/ of 
T/ibaristdrit where it is quoted in eiciemo ; while the second 
seems to have been known only in abridged citations, 
the misnndorstanding of whicli gave rise to the Eoae-troo 
cult of the ‘Umar Khayyini Society, referred to at p. 414 
of the April number of the Journal. 

Of the excellent style of the Chalxlr Maqdia, a stylo at 
once strong, concise, and pregnant witli meaning, though 
not always easy or simple, I have already spoken at pp. 40, 
53, 56-67, and 61-69 of tlie January number of the Journal, 
so that there is no occasion to insist upon it further. As, 
however, my translation will occupy two numbers of the 
Journal, it may be convenient that I should here give 
a brief table of its contents. 


Introdtjotory [TiJmht ed., pp. 1-27). 

(1) Doxology, and Dedication to the Ohiivkl Prince Abu’l- 

JSasan ‘Ali h. Mas'iid, son of Fakhrn' d-Din Mas'iid, 
brother of Shaman' d-Din Muhammad, and nephew of 
"the World- consumer’’ (Jahdn-shz) *Ald'u’d-Din 
Ilusayn who reigned kra. 1149-1170 (pp. 1-6). 

(2) Beginning of the book. The author here gim hia full 

name as Ahmad h, ‘Umar b. ‘Ali an-NMdmi as- 
Samarqandi, and states that he has been in the service 
of the Mouse of Ghur foi' Jorty-five years (p]), 6-7). 

(3) JBxcursus i, on the different grades of Being, and the 

Oreation and Disposition of the World (pp, 7-11). 

(4) Excursus ii, on the Development of the Mineral, Vegetable, 

and Animal Kingdoms (pp. 11-14). 

(5) Excursus iii, on the Evolution, Faculties, and Senses 

(internal and external) of Man; the three classes of 
men; and the Kingly and Prophetic Offices (pp. 14-26), 
including — ' 

(6) Anecdote i, on the Nasnds, or Wild Man (pp. 20-21), and 

ending with — 

(7) Plan of work and brief statement of contents (pp. 26-27). 
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First Discourse: Secretaries (pp. 27-69). 

Nature of the Secretarial Function and Qualifications of the 
Pei'feel Sorihe (pp. 27—33).^ 

Anecdote ii, conceriniif/ Jskdfi (pp. 33-36). 

Aneodotc iii, on M'dfi's despatch announeiny the defeat of 
Mdkdn (pp. 36-40). 

Anecdote iv, showing that a Secretary of State should not be 
exposed to domestic worry (pp. 40-42). 

Anecdote v, concerning the Sahib Isma'Uibn ‘Ahbdd (pp. 42-43). 

Anecdote vi, .concerning Ahmad Ilasan of Maymaud and the 
Lamghdn deputies (pp. 43-46). 

Anecdote vii, concerning al-Ma'mun's wedding (pp. 46-51). 

Anecdote Tiil, concerning al-Mustarshid’s oration against the 
Scljiiqs (pp. 51-33). 

Anecdote ix, concerning the Qtir Khan (pp. 53-54). 

Anecdote x, concerning the supernatural cloiiueuce of the Qur’dn 
(pp. 54-55). 

Anecdote xi, concerning Muhammad b, ‘Abdu'llah, Bughrd, 
Khan’s secretary (pp. 6o-59). 


Second Discourse: Poets (pp. 69-113). 

Nature of ihg Poetic Art, and Qualifications of the Esrpevt Poet 
(ppS69-69), including — 

Anecdote xii, concerning Ahmad h. 'Abdu’lldh of lOmJisfdn 
(pp. 59-61), and — 

List of the eminent pact's who have shed lustre on the courts of 
the mrious Persian dynasties down to the author’s time 
■ (pp. 62-64). 

Anecdote xiii, concerning Budagi’s skill in improvisation 
dip. 69-76). 

Anecdote xiv, concerning Mahmud and Ayaz, and ‘TJnsfiri’s 
improvisation (pp. 76-79). 

Anecdote xv, concerinuy Farrukhi’s improvisation (pp. 79-87). 

' p. 31 is by misiake oinitlcrt in the pagination , which, for oonronionce of 

reference, I have followocl withonl collection. 
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Anecdote xvi, concerning the author’s early struggles, and 
Jfii’iszi’s counsel and encourage inent (pp. 87-93). 
Anecdote xvii, concerning the anger of Tughdn 8hdh and 
Azraql's improvmtion (pp, 93-95). 

Anecdote xviii, concerning the imprisonment of Mas' l(d-i-8a‘d-i- 
8almdn and others by Sultan Ibrahim (pp, 9")-98). 
Anecdote xix, concerning 'Ani'ag and Rashidi (pp. 98-101). 
Anecdote xx, concerning Firdetwsi (pp. 101-109). 

Anecdote xxi, autobiographical (pp. 109-113). 


Third Disa)Da.sR: Astiiologhii.s (pp. 113-188), 

Nature of Astrology, and Qualifications of the Expert Astrologer 
(pp. 113-115). 

Anecdote xxii, concerning Ya'qub b, Ishaq al-Kindi (pp. 
116-118). 

Anecdote xxiii, concerning Sulfdn Mahindd and Abii Rayhdn 
al-Blrhni (pp. 118-123). 

Anecdote xxiv, concerning the skill qmsmed by an old woman 
in the author’s service in the Lore of the Stars 
(pp. 123-125). 

Anecdote xxv, concerning MaJimiid DA'iidi, the crazy sooth- 
sayer (pp. 125-128). 

Aneodote xxvi, concerning al-Mawsill, the Astrologer, and the 
Nidhdnw’ l-Mulk (pp. 

Anecdote xxvii, concerning Khayyam’s prediction as to 
his place 130-131). 

Anecdote xxviii, concerning a weather forecast made by ' TImar 
Khayyam (pp. 131-133), 

Anecdote xxix, concerning a vagrant and irresponsible Astrologer 
(pp. 133-136). 

Anecdote xxx, concerning a successful prognostication made by 
the author (pp. 136-138). 


Fourth Discourse; Physicians (pp. 138-173). 

Nature of the Science and Art of Medicine, and Qualifications 
of the Physician (pp. 138-141). 
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Anecdote xxxi, concerning faith-hcalbuj (pp. 141-146), including 
a dissertation on the most excellent works on Medicine, 
and the pre-eminence of Avicenna. 

Anecdote xxxii, concerning a heroic cure wrought by Bukhi- 
Yhhu' (pp. 140-147). 

Anecdote xxxiii, eoneerning a remarkable cure of Rheumatism 

(pp. 147-149). 

Anecdote, xxxiv, concerning another remarkahlc cure effected hg 
Muhammad Zakariyyd ar-Ruzl by the instrmientahly 
of mental emotion (pp. 149-164). 

Anecdote xxxv, concerning the adventures and the stall of 
Avicenna (pp. 154-163). 

Anecdote xxxvi, concerning a heroic cure wrought by ‘Adndu’d- 
J) awin' s physician Kdniilu's-Sanu’af (pp. 163-160). 

Anecdote xxxvii, concerning a remarkable cure of Melancholia 
effected by Avicenna (pp. 105-168). 

Anecdote xxxviii, concerning the restoration to life of a man 
apparently dead by Adib Isnia'U (pp. 168-169). 

Anecdote xxxix, concerning the reproof addressed by a physician 
to a theologian whom he had paved from imminent death 
(pp, 169-170). 

Anecdote xl, concerning a cure effected by Oaten (pp. 170-171). 

Anecdote xli, concerning a remarkable cure wrought by the 
author (pp. 17J-I73). 

Conclusion (pp. 173-174). 

Rosiscript by the editor of the Tihrdn edition (pp. 174—176). 


As regards the author, Nidhami-i-‘Arudi of Samarqancl, 
he 'will host reveal himself by his own luiinerous allusions 
to his career and adventures. His present work was 
written, at least in part, during the lifetime of ‘Ala’ii’d-Din 
.Hnsayn Jahdn-shs (“the World-consumer”), who died iu 
A.I). 1161, and since he speaks of himself as having been 
forty-five years in the service of the House of Grhur, it is 
evident that he must have been born towards the end of the 
eleventh century of our era. Tho chief dates which be 
gives in the autobiographical portions of his work are as 
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follows. In A.H. 604 (a.d. 1110-1111) he heard traditions 
concerning Eudagi at Sarnarqand (Anecdote xiii). In 
A.H. 606 (a.d. 1112-1113) he met ‘Umar Klmyydm at 
Hishapdr (Anecdote xxvii). In a.h. 609 (a.d. 1116-1110) 
ho was at Hordt (Anecdote xvii). In the following year 
he was at Nish^pur (Anoedoto i) and Tds (Anecdotes xvi 
and xx)) where ho visited Firdawsi’s tomb. IT is position 
and income were at this time precarious, but, onconragod by 
the poet Mu'izzi, he succeeded in attracting tlio king’s 
notice and winning his ajoproval. In A.ir. 512 (a. I). 1118- 
1119) he was again at Nishtipur (Anecdote xxxi), and once 
more in a.h. 580 (A.n. 1135-1186), when he visited ‘Umar 
Khayyam’s grave, and remarked the fulfilment of the 
prediction uttered by the Astronomer-poet twenty-four 
jmars earlier (Anecdote xxvii). In a.h. 647 (a.d. 1162- 
1163) he was involved in the defeat of the army of Ghur 
by San jar b. Malikshah the Soljfiq, and was for a while 
in hiding at Herdt (Anecdotes xxx and xli). His life, in 
short, seems to have been spent chiefly in Khurdsdn at 
royal courts, whore he had opportunities of meeting many 
noteworthy persons. Though a poet by profession, he 
seems to have been equally ready to practise Astrology 
(Anecdote xxx) and Medicine (Anecdote xli). Of his 
personal character, as of his ability, hia work produces, 
on the whole, a very favourable impression, and the book 
itself I should be disposed to describe as one of the most 
interesting, the most instructive, the most charming, and 
the best written Persian prose works which it has been my 
fortune to come across. Of this, however, the reader shall 
judge for himself. 

Notices of the writer occur in ‘Awfi’s Liih&hu'l-Alhdh 
(ch. X, § 2, Poets of Transoxania), from which we learn 
nothing about his personality save that ho bore the laqab 
of Najmu’d-Din ; Dawlatshd,h’s Tadhkira (Tabaqa i. No. IS, 
pp. 60-61 of my forthcoming edition), whore laudatory 
mention is made of the 0/iahdr Maqala ; Hdji Khalifa 
(No. 4,348, s.v. who calls him Niclhamu’ d-Bin 

(instead of Nnjmn’d-Din), which is probably correct; the 
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Majina‘u'l-]hisnM of that most accomplislied of recent 
Persian writers, Eitld-quli Khdu (vol. i, p. (I'io), who places 
him higher as a prose-writer than as a poet ; and, no cloiihf, 
other biographical works. But, leaving these aside, let us 
now allow the author to spoak for hitnsolf, only jn’emisiiig 
that, where reforenoe is miido to various readings, the older 
MS. (Or. 3,507) is denoted by A, tho other MS. (Or. 2,955) 
by B, and the Tihran lithographed edition by L. 


The Four Discourses (OuaiiAr MAoAr.A) of EiOHAMt-i- 
‘Auuni-i-SAiiARaANDi. 

In the Ntme of Qod, the Merciful, the Clement. 

Praise and thanks and glory to that King who, by ' the 
instrumentality of the Ohmibim and Angels of the Spirit 
World, brought into being the World of Beturii and 
Restoration, and, by means thereof, created and adorned 
the World of Becoming and Decay, maintaining it by the 
Oomraand and Prohibition of the Prophets and Saints, and 
restraining it by the swords and pens of Kings and 
Ministers, And blessings upon the Lord of both worlds, 
who was the most perfect of the Prophets, and invocations 
of grace upon his Companions and those of his Household, 
wire were the most excellent of Saints and Vicars. And 
honour to the King of this time, that learned, just, divinely- 
favoured, victorious, and heaven-aided monarch, llusdmi’ d- 
Dimla ica’d~Dbi, Helper of Islam and the Muslims, 
Exterminator of the infidels and polytheists. Subduer of 
the heretical and the frow'ard. Supporter of hosts in the 
worlds. Pride of Kings and Emperors, Sucoourer of mankind. 
Protector of tljese days, Fore-arm of the Caliphate, Beauty 
of the Faith and Glory of the Nation, Order of the Arabs 
and the Persians, noblest of mankind, Sluvnsu’l ~ Ma'dli, 

^ b. has IL , “ withoiit tho iiilorvention.” 
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MaUku'l-TJ'inar&, Abu’l-TTasan ‘All b. Mas'iid,^ Help of tbe 
Prince of Pelievers, may bis life bo filled with success, may 
tlie greater part of tbe world bo assigned to bis name, 
and may tbe ordering of tbe affairs of Adam’s seed be 
directed by bis oai'o ! For to-day be is tlie most excellent 
of tbe kings of tbe age in nobility, pedigree, doughty 
deeds, judgement, atatesmunsliip, justice, equity, valour, 
and generosity, as well as in tbe adorning of bis territory, 
the embellishment of his realms, tlic maintenance of his 
friends, the subjugation of his foes, tlie raising of arniies, 
the safeguarding of the people, the securing of the roads, 
and the tranquilizing of tbe realms,^ and also in tliat 
upright judgement, clear understanding, strong resolve, and 
firm determination, by the excellence of which the con- 
catenation of tbe House of Shansab® is held together and 
maintained in order, and by tbe perfection of wliiob tlie 
strong arm of that Dynasty is strengthened and braced. 
May God Almighty give him full portion, together with 
the other kings of that line, of dominion and domain, and 
throne and fortune, by Tlis F’avour and His Grace 1 
But to proceed. It is an old custom and ancient practice, 
wliich cuslom is maintained and observed, that tbe Author, 
in tbe introduction to liis discourse and preface of bis 
book, should commemorate somewhat of bis patron’s praise, 
and record some prayer on behalf of the object of his 
eulogy. But I, a loyal servant, instead of praise and 
prayer for this prince, will make mention in this book 
of those favours ordained and vouchsafed by God Almighty 
to this Eing of kingly parentage, that, these being sub- 
mitted to bis world-illuminating judgemevTit, be may betake 
himself to tbe expression of his thanks for them. For in 

’ This Prince lielonged to the B&miTftti line of the GhUricl Dynasty, ttob the 
son of Fiikhru’d-Din Mas'Ud, and brother ol Slmmsn’d-Diu Mul.iammad, and 
flourished in the latter part of the sixth century ot the htjm. 

* L. has jl , “from perils,” instead of i * . 

^ See Tabaqat-i-Nmiri (ed. Efiissau Lees), p, 101 ot seqq. The correct 
reading is found only in A. B. has tc-i-iUjl, L. JT. 
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tlie uncreated Scripture and unmade Word, God aa^'S, 
“ Verily if ye he thankful. Wo toill give unto you increase'’ 
for t]i0 gratitude of the servant is an alchouiy for the 
favours of the Munificent Lord. Brietly, thou, it hohovea 
this great King and puissant Prince to know that to-day, 
upon the whole of this globe of dust, and within the circle 
of this gz'aen firmament,* there is no king in more ample 
circumstances than this monarch, nor any potentate enjoying 
more abundant good than tliks aovtu'eigii. Ho hath the 
gift of youth and the blessing of constant health ; his 
father and mother are alive ; congenial hrothers are on 
liis right hand and on his left. And what fatlier is like 
his sire, the miglily, divinely -strengthened, ever-victorious, 
heaven-aided Fahhni’d- Datiia wa’d-lJi)i,^ Prince of the 
realms of rraii, King of the Mountains (may God prolong 
his continuance and continue to the heights his exaltation !), 
who is the most puissant of the rnonarchs of the age, and 
the most excellent of the princes of the time in judgo)nent, 
statecraft, knowledge, chivalry, swordsmanship, strongtli of 
arm, treasure, and muniment! Supported by ten'^ thousand 
men bearing spears and handling reins, ho hath made 
himself a shield before his sons, so that no disturbing 
blast of the zephyr may so much as blow on one of their 
servatits. Under his high protootion and unassailable 
precaution (may God increase their degree!), prayers, of 
which each clause is breathed upwards at full rnorning-tide 
to the Court of God, co-operate with a far-trailing host 
and wheeling army. What a brother, too, like the royal 
Prince Shamm’ d-Damla wa’d-Din, Light of Islam and the 
Muslims (may his victories be rendered gloi’ious !), who 
reaches the extreme limit of endeavour in the service of 
this my master (whose exaltation may God perpetuate !). 
Praise be to God that this my master omits naught either 

1 Qur’&u, siv, 7. 

^ A. has fs <-- 1 “ttinbrella,” for , “firmament.” 

“ Pokhni’d-Dln Mas'fiii b. ‘Izzu’d-Din ]Ia.saa, a.u. 650 (a.d. 1156). 

** L. om. “ ten.” 
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^ in reward or retribution ! * And a favour yet greater is 
/ this, that the All-Perfect Benefactor and Tlncbanging Giver 

hath bestowed on him an uncle like the Lord of the 'Vyorld 
and Sovereign, of the East, ‘Ald'it'd-Duuyd wa’d-Dbi Abu 
*Ali al-IIusayn b. al-Husayn,^ Ikhiiydru Amlrri-Mii'miiilii 
(may God prolong his life’ and cause his kingdom to 
endure!), who, with fifty thousand mail-clad men, sironuous 
in endeavour, obliterated the hosts of the world, and sot 
in a corner all the kings of the age. May God (blossed 
and exalted is lie 1) long vouchsafe all to ono another, 
and give all long enjoyment of one another's company, and 
fill the woild with light hy their achievements, by TTis 
Favour, and Bounty, and Grace I 


Bkginning of the Book. 

Tour loyal servant and faithful retainer Ahmad h, 
‘Umar^ b. ‘Ali an-Nidlidmi al-‘Arudi as-Sainarqandi, who 
for forty-five years hath been devoted to the service of this 
House and insotibed in the register of the vassals of this 
Dynasty, desireth to render a service to the Supreme 
Imperial Court (may God exalt it !), and to set forth, 
according to the canons of Philosophy, duly adorned witJi 
decisive proofs, trenchant aiguraents and sound coumsed, 
what kingship truly is, who is truly king, whonco is derived 
this honourable office, to whom rightly appeitainoth this 
favour, and in what manner one ought to show one’s 
gratitude for, and after what fashion accept, this privilege, 
so as to be second to the Loid of the children of men and 
third to the All-Provider of the Universe; for in the 

* A. adda- _jl 

® ‘Ali’ii’d-Din Jtusayn, called Jahan-sm, “the 'World-consumer,” 
544 - 550 . ’ 

’ L. for has sjj. , “ hie glory.” 

* L om. [ ^ ] 


A n. 
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Incontrovertible Scripture and Eternal Word God liatb 
co-ordinated on one thread tlio pearls reproaented by these 
three exalted titles : “ Obey Qod,” saitli lie, “ and obey 
Sis Apostle, and sunk as possess authority amongst yourselvesJ' ^ 
Now in tho grades of existences and. tho ranks of the 
intelligihles, apart from the prophetic function, which is 
tho snprorao limit of man’s degree, there is no rank higher 
than sovereignty, which is naught else hut a Divine gift. 
God, glorious is Ilis Name, hath accorded this position to 
the King of the age, and bestowed on him this degree, so 
that he may wallc after the way of former kings and 
maintain the people after the manner of by'gone ages. 


Excursus I. 

The August Discernment (may God exalt it!) must know 
that every beiirg whicli inhabits the Universe falls necessarily 
into one of two categories. Either it is a being which is 
self-existent, and is called ‘ the Necessarily Existent,’ which 
is God Almighty, great is His Glory, who existeth hy virtue 
of Himself, and who, therefore, hath existed for over, since 
He dependeth not on aught else; and who was always, 
since He suhsisteth by Himself, not by another. But that 
existence whose being is through another is called ‘ Con- 
tingent Being,’ and this is such as we are, since our being 
is from the seed, and the seed is from the blood, and tho 
blood is from food, and food is from tbe sun, the eartb, tho 
water and the air, which in turn are from something else; 
and all these are such as yesterday were not, and to-morrow 
will not be. Now wlien reflection is carried to tho utter- 
most, it appoareth that this Causal Nexus reaoheth upwards 
to a Cause which derivoth not its being from another, hut 
existeth hy itself ; and that the Creator is all, and from 
Him all deriveth its existence and subsistence. And when 
this matter is somewhat pondered, it will become clear that 


' Qur’4n, iv, 62. 
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Phenomena consist of Being tiaotnred with Nofc-hoing, while 
He IS by a continuity which reaches from Elernity Past 
to Eternity to como. And since the essence of Phenomona 
is of Not-hoingj they must inevitably return again to 
nothing ; and again, as touching the basis of the hunmn 
race/ it is said, “ JEveri/thing shall return unto Us Origin," 
more especially in tin’s world of Bocotning and Dociiy. 
Therefore we, who aro contingout in our boing, have our 
origin in Not-bcing; while lEo, who existoth nocoasarily, 
18 the Essence of Being, even as Ho (glorious is Ilia state) 
saith in the Persiiicuous "Word and Firm Support, "All 
things perish save Jlis Qountenance." ^ 

Now you must know that this world lies in the hollow 
of the Heaven of the Moon® and within the circle of this 
first sphere, and is called “the World of Becoming and 
Decay." And you must thus conceive it, that within the 
concavity of the Heaven of the Moon lies the Orb of Fire, 
round about which extends the Heaven of the ]\Ioon; and 
that within the Heaven of Fire is the Air, surrounded hy 
the Fire, and within the Air is the Water, surrounded 
hy the Air, while within the Water is the ‘earth, with the 
Water round about it. And in the midst of the earth is 
an imaginary point, from which all straight lines drawn 
to the Heaven of the Moon are equal ; and when wo speak 
of “down," we mean this point and what lies nearest 
to it; and when we speak of “up," we mean the sphere of 
the remotest heaven, together with what lies nearest to it, 
this being a heaven^ above the Eodiaoal Heaven, having 
naught beyond it, lor with it the material world terminates, 
or comes to an end. 


‘ I hera follow L., wliicli hast Cj\ Ss.s^ 3 ‘ 
A. has , “ the Prophets of the hnmaa race have aaii." 

^ Qur’tn, xxviii, 88. 

® Xliis is the lowest or innermost of tha nine colastial spheres which environ 
the earth. Ooncoming the Muslim Cosmogony, soo Dioterici’s JUakrohosmoB, 
p. 178 et soqq. 

* This outermost, or ninth, celestial sphere is the Primum mobiU of the 
Ptolemaic .system, the Falaku' I - Atlas or I<'alaKu’ I ~ Afldk of tlie MusKra 
philosophers. 
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Kow -wlien God Almighty, by His effective 'Wisdom, 
desired to iDroduoo in this world minerals, plants, animals, 
and men, lie created the stars, and in particular the sun 
and moon, whereon ho made the growth and decay of 
these to depend. And the special property of the sun is 
this, that hy its rofleotion it warms all things when it stands 
over against them, and supplies thorn through a medium 
witli heat, and draws them up — that is, attracts them. So, 
by its jus.taposition, it warmed the water ; and hy moans 
of the warmth, attracted it ; until, in a long while, it laid 
hare one quarter or more of the earth’s surface, by reason 
of the much vapour which ascended and rose up therefrom. 
Now the nature of the water is this, that it can become 
Slone, as it is well known to do in certain places, as may 
be actually witnessed.^ So mountains were produced from 
the water and the sliining of the sun ; and hereby the 
earth became somewhat raised from what it was, while 
the water sank and dried up, accoi’ding to that fashion 
which is witnessed. This portion, therefore, is called ‘the 
Uncovered Quarter’ for the reason above stated ; and it 
is also called ‘ the InhaUted Quarter,’ because animals dwell 
therein. 


E.XCURSDS 11. 

"When the influences of these stars had acted on the 
whole of ^ these elements, they were reflected back from 
the midst of the earth and water, from that imaginaiy 
point [mentioned above], by the aid of the fire and wind, 
and the phenomena of the inorganic world were produced, 
such as mountains and mines, clouds, lightning, thunder, 
thunderbolts, shooting stars, comets, meteors, ... . 
halos, conflagrations, earthquakes, and all manner of 

' The author alludes either to petrifaction and tlio formation of stalactites, or 
to ice. 

, " on [all] parts.” L. has laAuJ! ^ , -wMcIi scorns to mo 

to 1)0 nonsense. 

^ A. , B., L. add , a word of wMcli I have hoon unahlo to ascertain the 

moaning, ^ 
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fountains, as lias been, fully explained in works treating 
of the efieots of the oelestial bodies, bat for the explanation 
and disonsaion of whiob there is no room, in this brief 
manual. But when time began, and the cycles of heaven 
beoame continuous, and the composition of this lower world 
became matured, and the time was oorne for tho farlilization 
of that interapaoo which, lay botwoon tho water and tho air, 
the vegetable world was mauifeatod. Then God, hlossod 
and exalted is He, created for that substance whereby tho 
plants were made manifest four suhsorviont forces and throe 
faculties. Of tliese four subservient forces, onO was that 
which kept drawing to it whatever was suitable for its 
purpose, and this is called ‘Attraction’ {Jddhiba). Another 
keeps what the first may have attracted, and this is called 
‘Fixation’ (Mdsi/m). The third is that which assimilates 
what has been attracted, and transmutes it from its former - 
state until it becomes like unto itself, and this is called 
‘Assimilation’ {Md4ima). The fourth is that which rejects 
what is not appropriate, and is called ‘Excretion’ (Ddjl'a), 
And of the three faculties, one is that which increasoth it 
by diffusing throughout it nutritious matters with a suitable 
and equal diffusion. The second is that which accompanies 
this nutriment until it reaches the extremities. Tlie third 
is that which, when the organism has attained perfection 
and begins to tend toward.3 defect, appears and produces 
germs, in order that, if destruction overtake tho parent in 
this world, these may become its substitute and repre- 
sentative, so that the order of the world may be guarded 
from detriment, and the species may not cease. This is 
called the ‘ Reproductive Faculty ' {Qiiivwcil-i-MitwaUkla). 

So this kingdom rose superior to the mineral and vegetable 
kingdoms in these several ways which have been mentioned; 
and the far-reaching Wisdom of the Creator so ordained, 
that these kingdoms should be connected successively and 
continuously, so that in the mineral kingdom the first thing 
which attained completeness and underwent the process of 
evolution became higher in organization until it grew to 
coral {inarjdn, i.e. bussad), which is the ultimate term of 
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the mineral world/ until it was connected with the first 
stage of plant life. And the first thing in the vegetable 
kingdom is the thorn, and the last the date-palm, which 
has hoen assimilated to the animal kingdom, since it needs 
tho male to fortilizo it so that it may hear fruit while 
another [member of this kingdom] flees from its foo, for 
the vine flees from the ‘rt.ilinqa,^ a plant wliicih, when it 
twists round the vine, causes it to shrivel up. In the 
vegetable kingdom, therefore, there is nothing higher than 
the date-palm and the vine, inasmuch as they are connected 
with the superior kingdom, and have outstepped the limits 
of their own world, and have evolved themselves in a higher 
direction. 


Excursus III. 

Now when this kingdom had attained perfection, and the 
influence of the ‘Fathers’ of the upper world had worked 
on the ‘Mothers’* below, and those had assumod a finer 
temper, and the interspace between the air and the fire 
became involved, and a finer offspring resulted, the mani- 
festation of the animal world took place. This took to itself 
the faculties possessed by the vegetable kingdom, and added 
thereunto two others, one the faculty of discovery, which 
is called the 'Perceptive Faculty’ (Mudrika), whereby the 
animal discerns things; the second the power of voluntary 
movement, by the help of which the animal moves auto- 
matically, appi’oaching that which is agreeable to it and 
retreating from that whicli is offensive to it; and this is 
called the ‘ Motor Faculty ’ (MnlnirriJca). 

Now daQ^Ferceptive Faculty is subdivided into ten branches, 
five of which are called the External Senses and five the 
Internal Senses. The former are Touch, Taste, Jlcaring, Sight, 


^ Tile Pearl, liowover, seems generally to be placed liigbor. See Diat«ricii’'s 
Mlkvokoinm, p 11. 

^ See Dioteiici’s MilcroJmmoa, p. 26. 

A species of Dohehoa, Soe Lime’s Arabic Lexicon, s.v. 

* Ry tho ‘ Soron Ratheis above ’ and tha ‘ ITow Mothers below ’ tlio seven 
planets and Uio fom' elements are intended. 



16 


CITAHlll MAQilA. — ^EXOTTESUS III. 


and Smell. Now Touch is a sense distributed tbrougbout 
the flesh and skin of the animal, so that the nerves perceive 
and discern anything which touches it, such as dryness at\d 
moistute, heat and cold, roughness and smoothness, liarsli- 
ness and softness. Taste is a sense located in that nerve 
■which is distributed over the surface of the tonguo, which 
apprehends tastes and dissolved flavours from thoso bodioa 
which como in contact with it; and it is this sense which 
discriminates between sweet and bitter, sharp and sour, 
and the like of these. Hearing is a sense located in the 
nerve which is distributed about the auditory meatus, so 
that it detects any sound which is discharged against it by 
undulations of the air compressed between two impinging 
bodies, that is to say, two bodies brought into contact with 
one another, by the impact of which the air is throvVn into 
waves and becomes the cause of sound, inasmuch as it acts 
upon the air which is stationary in the auditory meatus, 
comes into contact with it, roaches this nerve, and gives 
rise to the sensation of hearing. Sight is a faculty located 
in two nervo-bulbs, which, discerns images projected on the 
crystalline humour, whether of figures or solid bodies, 
variously coloured by the medium of a translucent suhstuuoo 
which subsists between it and the surfaces of reflecting 
bodies. Smell is a faculty located in a protuberance situated 
in the fore part of the brain and reserahling the nipple of 
the female breast, which apprehends what the air inhaled 
brings to it of odours mingled with the vapours wafted by 
air-currents, or what is impressed upon it by diffusion from 
the odorific body. 

The Five Internal Senses.^ Now as to the Internal Senses, 
some are such as perceive sense-impressions, while others 
are such as apprehend ideas. The first is the ' Oomposite 
Sense ’ (Hiss-i-mushtarilca), which is a faculty located in 
the anterior ventricles of the brain, and receptive into 
itself of any image apprehended by the external senses, 
or impi’essed upon them for communication to it, such 


’ Soo my Tear amongst the Ternmta, 144, 145. 
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perooption being apprahendod only when received by it. 
The second is tlie Itnagitiatioii {Khaydl), a facility located 
in the posterior ventricles of tiie second convolution of the 
brain, vidiicli preserves what the Oompodte Sense has appre- 
hended from the external senses, so that this remains in it 
after the subsidence of the sense-impressions. The third 
is the ‘Imaginative Faculty' {Mutakhayijila), thus called 
when animals are under di.scusaion, but, in the case of the 
human soul, named the ‘ Oogitativo Faculty ' (MiUafahkira). 
This is a faculty located iu the middle ventricle of the brain, 
whose function it is to co-ordinate with one another, and 
to preserve, those particular percepts which are stored in 
the Imagination, and to keep thorn distinct from one another 
hy the control of thought. The fourth is the ‘ Apporehensive 
Faculty' (Wd/iima), which is a faculty located in the 
extremity of the middle ventricle of the brain. Its function 
is to discover the Bupn'a-.sen8ual ideas existing in particular 
percepts. By it tlie kid distinguishes between its dam and 
a wolf, and tho child between a piece of rope and a serpent. 
The fifth is tho ‘Eetentivo Faculty' (Jldfidha), also called 
the ‘Memory' (Dhdkira), which is a faculty located in the 
posterior ventricle of the brain. It preserves those supra- 
sensual ideas discovered by the Apprehension ; hatwqen 
which and itself the same relation subsists as between the 
Imaginatinn and the Oomposite Sense, though the latter 
pn'oserves forms and the former ideas. 

Fow all these are the servants of the Animal Soul, a 
substance having its well-spring in the heart, which, when 
it acts in the heart, is called the Animal Spirit, hut when 
in the brain, tho Psychic Spirit, and when in the liver, the 
Natural Spirit. It is a subtle vapour which rises from the 
blood, diffuses itself to the remotest arteries, and resembles 
the sun in luminosity. Every animal which possesses these 
Perceptive and Motor faculties, and these ten subordinate 
faculties derived therefrom, is called a perfect animal; hut 
if any faculty is lacking in it, defective. Tims the snake 
has no ears, the ant no eyes, and these two are called deaf* 
and blind; but none is more defective than the maggot, 

2 
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which is a red worm found in the mud of streams, ' called 
therefore gil-khirdrn (‘mud-eater’), hut in Triinsoxania 
Za‘dk-kirma (?).® This is the lowest animal, while the 
highest is the satyr (nnuniu),^ a creature inhabiting the 
plains of Turlcist&n, of erect carriage, of vertical stature, 
with wide flat nails. It cherishes a great affection for men ; 
wherever it sees thorn, it halts on their path and oxtuninos 
thorn attentively; and when it finds a solitary man, it 
carries him off; nay, it i.s even said that it will conceive 
from him. Tfiis, after mankind, i.s tlio highi’st of animals, 
inasmuch as in several respects it re.sonihlc8 man; first, 
in its erect stature ; secondly, in the breadth of its nails 
and in the hair of its head. 


Anecdote i. 

1 heard as follows from Ahii Eidd b. ‘Ahdu’s-Saldrn of 
Niahdpiir, in the Great Mosque at Nislidpur, in the year 
A.H. 610 (=A.D, 1116-1117): — “We were travelling towards 
Tamghdj,'* and in our caravan were several thousand camels. 
One day, when we were marching in the midday heat, 
wo saw on a hillock a woman, bare-headed, extremely 
beautiful in form, with a figure like a cypress, a face like 
the moon, and long hair, standing and looking at us. 
Although I spoko to her, she made no reply; and when 
I approached her, she fled, running so swiftly in her flight 
that no horse could overtake her. Our guides,^ who were 

' Of. Dieterici's Mikrolcosmos, p. 43. 

2 A. reada ui/Wj , B. (j/Uj , L. lL/Uj . 

“ The term nasrtds either denotes o real animal or a fahuloua monster. In 
the first sense it is used of various kinds of monkeys, e.g. the orang-outang and 
marmoset ; in the latter it is equivalent to the Shiqq or TIalf-man (which 
reaemblos a man out in two vertically) o( the Arabs, and the Siv-mardim eC the 
Poi'sinns. See Qazwini’s ‘Ajd’ibu’l-3CaTihHtqcU, p. 449 ; and ray Year amongst 
the Persians, pp. 16S, 267. 

*■ See Qazwini’s A'thiru'l-'Bildd, p. 275. 

« The meaning of tiiis word is conjectural. The aentonoe runs in A : 
■ • ^ j • B. has ^\jSp j otherwise the 

same as A. In L, the sentence rims : ‘ Ai l)jJ Ij _j . 
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Turks, said lliat this was a wild man, such as they call 
naunds.” 

Now you mmt know that it is nohler lhan othor animals 
in these three rospocts which have boon mentioned. 

So when, by lapse of long ages and time, organization waxes 
more delicate, tlio moment comes for that interaction which 
takes place between the elomon(s and the heavens, and man 
comes into being, bringing with him all that existed in the 
mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms, to whicli is added 
the capacity for intellectual concepts. So he booome.s king 
over all, and brings all things under his control. For from 
the mineral world he made jewels, gold and silver his 
embellishment and adornment, while from iron, tin, copper, 
aird lead he fashioned utensils for his use. From the 
vegetable kingdom also he made his food aird raiment and 
carpets; and from the animal world he provided himself 
with steeds and beasts of burden. Moreover, from all three 
kingdoms he chose out medicaments wherewith to heal 
himself. "Whenco did there accrue to him all this 
suijeriorily ? By this, tbat lie know himself, and, by 
means of intellectual concepts, knew God. “ lie who Inioweth 
hiinself, knowelh his Loyd” 

So this kingdom [of man] became divided into three 
classes, The first is that class which is proximate to the 
' Animal Kingdom, such as the wild men of the waste and 
the mountain, whose intelligence doth not more than 
suffice to secure thoir own livelihood, seek their own 
advantage, and ward off what is to their detriment. The 

second class comprisetli the inhabitants of towns and citie.s, 
who possess civilization, mutually assist ono another, and 
discover crafts and arts ; hut whoso scientific attainments 
ate limited to the organizingof such association as subsists 
between them, to the end that the different classes * may 
continue to exist. The third class comprises such as are 
independent of these things, whose occupation, by night 
and by day, in secret and in public, is to reflect, “ Who 


' Or poihaps “laces.” 


The word is 
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are we ; for what reason did we oome into existence, and 
who hath brought us into being P” In other words they 
hold debate concerning the real essences of things, reflect 
on their coming, and anxiously consider their departuio, 
saying, “How have we come? Whither do wo goP" 

This class, again, is subdivided into two sorts; first, those 
who reach the essence of this object by moans of masters, 
by laborious toil and absorption, and by reading and 
writing ; and such are called philosophers. But thero is 
yet another sort who, without master or book, reach tlio 
extreme limit of this problem, and those are called pwpheis. 

Now, the peculiar virtues of the Prophet are three ; 
first, that, without instruction, he knows all knowledges ; 
secondly, that he gives information concerning yesterday 
and to-morrow otherwise than by analogical reasoning ; and 
thirdly, that his soul hath such power that from whatever 
body he will he taketh the form and produceth another 
form, which thing none can do save such as are conformed 
to the Angelic World. Tlierefore in the Human Woild 
none is above him, and his conirnand is efTootive for the 
y'oll-being of the world; for whatever they have, ho has, 
while possessing also an additional qualification which they 
have not, that is to say, communion with the Angelic 
World. This additional qualification is in brief termed 
the Prophetio Function, and is in detail such as wo have 
explained. 

Now, so long as such a man lives, he points out to his 
people what things conduce to well-being in both worlds, 
by the Command of God, glorious is His Name, com- 
munioated to him by means of the Angels. But when, 
by natural dissolution, he turns his face towards the other 
world, he leaves behind him a Code derived from the 
indications of God Almighty and his own sayings. And 
assuredly he requires to act as his substitute, and to 
maintain his Law and Practice, a vicegerent, who must 
needs he the most excellent of mankind and the most 
perfect product of his age, in order that he may revive 
this Law aud carry out this Practice ; and such aji one 
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is called an Imdm. This Imam can cope with the disasters 
of the East and the "West, the North and the South, in 
such wise tliat the efFocts of his care extend alike to the 
most remote and the nearest, while his coiumand and 
prohibition roach alike the intelligent and tlio ignorant. 
But he must needs have vicars to act for him in distant 
parts of the world, and not every one of these will have 
such power that all mankind shall he compelled to admit 
it. Hence there must bo a loader, an administrator, 
a compeller, which administrator and corapoller is called 
a Monarch, that is to say, a King ; and his vicarious function 
Sovereignty. The King, therefore, is the lieutenant of tlie 
Imdm, the Imdm of tbe Prophet, and the Prophet of God 
(mighty and glorious is He !). 

Well has it been said on this subject : 

“ Then Jaioiv that the functiom of Proph(4 and King 
Are set side by side like two stones in one ring." 

Know, therefore, that the Regal and Prophetic ofidccs 
are as two jewels in one ring, for tlie Prince of the eons of 
men himself hath said “ State and Church are tirins," since 
in form agd essence noitlier differs, either as regards increase 
or delect, from the other. So, by virtue of this decree, no 
burden, after the Prophetic office, is weightier than 
Sovereignty, nor any function more laborious than that of 
governing. Hence a king needs round about him, as men 
on whose counsel, judgement, and deliberations depend the 
loosing and binding of the world, and the welhbeing and 
ill-being of the servants of God Almighty, such as are in 
every case the most excellent and most perfect of their time. 

Now of the special ministers of Kings are the Secretary, 
the Poet, the Astrologer, and the Physician, and these can 
in no wise he dispensed with. For the maintenance of the 
administration is by the Secretary; the perpetuation of 
immortal renown by the Poet; the ordering of affair^ by 
the Astrologer ; and the health of the body by the Physician. 
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These four arduous fuuctione and noble arts are amongst 
the branches of the Science of Philosophy ; tbe functions 
of tbe Scribe and tbe Poet being branches of the Science 
of Logic ; that of the Astrologer, one of the principal sub- 
divisions of Jluthemalics ; wliile the Physician’s Art is 
amongst tho brancbea of Natural Scionco. This book, 
therefore, comprises Four Discoursea, to wit: — 

First Diucourso, on tlie essence of the Secretarial Art, and 
tho nature of the Secretary. 

Second Discourse, on the essence of tho Poofic Art, and Avhat 
it behoves the Poet to be. 

Third Discourse, on the essence of the Science of Astrology, 
and the distinguishing signs of the Astrologer. 

Fourth Discourse, on tbe essence of tbe Science of Medicine, 
and the function and nature of the Physician, 

In all these divisions of Philosophy, then, that will be 
advanced which is appropriate to this book; and thoroaflor 
ten pleasing anecdotes, of the choicest connected witli that 
aubjeot and the rarest germane to that topic, of what hath 
befallen persons of the class uiidor discussion, will he added, 
in order that it may become plainly known to tlie King 
that the Secretarial Office is not a trivial matter ; that tho 
Poetic Galling is no mean occupation ; tlmt Astrology is 
a necessary Science ; that Medicine is iudispensahlo ; and 
that the wise King cannot do without these four persons — 
the Soribe, the Poet, the Astrologer, and the Physician. 


First Discourse. 

On the Essence of the Secretarial Function and the Nature 
of the Perfect Scribe. 

The Secretarial Function is an art comprising reasoned 
modes of address and oommunioation, and teaching the 
forms of address employed amongst men in correspondence, 
conpultation, contention, eulogy, condoranation, diplomacy, 
provocation, and conciliation, as well as in magnifying 
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matters or minimizing them ; contriving means of excuse 
or censure ; imposing covenants ; recording antecedents ; 
and displaying, in every case, orderly arrangoment, so that 
all may be enunciated primarily and iiriallyd 

Hence the fcJccrotary must be of gentle birth, of refined 
lionour, of penetrating discornmont, of profound reflection, 
and of firm judgement; and the amplest portion .and fulloal 
share of the methods and attainments of this art must ho 
his, Neither must he be remote from, or unacquainted with, 
logical judgements; and he must know the ranks of his 
contemporaries, and be familiar with the dignities of the 
leading men of his time. Moreover, lie should not be 
absorbed in the wealth and perishable goods of this world ; 
nor concern himself with the approval or condemnation of 
jirejudiced persons and lntllcrs, or paj’' any heed to them ; 
and ho should, when exorcising his socreturial iunotions, 
guard the honour of his master from degrading situations 
and dangerous practices. And iu the course of his letter, 
while pursuing his duties of corrospondonoo, he should not 
quarrel with eminonb and jiowciful per«onago»s ; and, even 
though enmity subsist hotwoou his master and the person 
whom he is addressing, he should restrain his pen, and 
not attack him, save in tho ca.se of one who may have 
overstepped his own proper limit, or advanced his foot 
beyond tho circle of respect, for they say: ‘'One for one,^ 
and he who begins is most in the wrong.” 

And in his forms of addross he should observe moderation, 
writing to each person tliat which befits his position, whero- 
unto his kingdom, domain, army, and treasure are a guide; 
save in the case of one who maj' himself have fallen short 
in this matter, or made display of undue pride, or neglected 
some point of courtesy, or manifested an arrogance which 
reason cannot regard otherwise thau as misplaced in suuh 

^ i.e. “once and for all,” wffli aucli cloarness as to leave no ambiguity, or 
ground for ftitim dispute. 

i.e., “Tit for tat, and the aggressor is 

most to blamo.” 
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ourrespoTidenoe, and unsnitable in epistolary cotnnuinictdions. 
In sueli cases it is permitted anti allowed to tlio Horibo to 
take up his pen, set his best foot forward, and in this puss 
go to the extreme limit and utmost bound, for they say: 
“ Saughtiims towards the hmghtij is a good work.”^ But 
in no case must bo suffer any dust from tbo atmospboio 
of conflict in this arena of correspondeiico to alight on the 
skirt of bis mnslor’s honour; and in tho sotting forth of his 
message ho must adopt that motliod which tlio oiators of 
the Arabs have thus described ; “ The best speech !S that 
vihich is brief and sig}iifieaiit, and not uenrmme.” ^ For if 
the ideas accord not with tho words, the discussion will bo 
protracted, and the Scribe will be stigmatized as prolix, 
and He udio %s prolix is a hahhier." * 

Now the words of the Sciibe will not attain to this 
elevation until he becomes familiar with every science, 
obtains some hint from every master, hears some aphorism 
from every philosopher, and borrows some elegance from 
every man of letters. Therefore he must accustom himself 
to peruse the Scripture of tho Lord of Glory, the Traditions 
of Muhammad the Chosen One (on whom, and on whoso 
family, be God’s blessing and peace), tho Memoirs of tbo 
Companions, the proverbial sayings of the Arabs, and the 
wise words of the Persians; and to lead tho books of 
the ancients, and to study the writings of their suooesaors, 
such as the Correspondence of the Sahib Israa'il ibn ‘Abbdd^ 
and Sdbi ; the Qdbus-ndma^ ; the compositions of Tlamdcli, 
liag&ni, and Ibn QudamaB; the Gesfo of Badi'u’z-Zamdn 

‘ See the Tatimatu'i-Da/ir {q&. Damasou'j), vol. iji, pp, 3:-U2 ; Da Slane’n 
2bii Kalhkdn, vol. i, pp. 212-217. L. omits “and §£ibl.'’ 

® Composed by Kaykd’ds b. Iskandai b. Qtibds b Waslunglr in au. 475 
(ad 1082-3) Seo Portsch’s Gat. of Beihn Feman MSS., pp. 302-3. 

“ Seo V'oa Eremer’a OuUwgewh., i, pp. 269, 270. 
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al-Hamaddni,’- al-Hariri,' and al-Hiimidi^; the Rom-ipts 
of al-Bal‘arrii,‘’ Ahinad-i-Hasan,'^ and Abu Nasr Kuiidun®; 
the Letters of Aluluiminad ‘Abd, ‘Abdu’l-Hanu'd, and Ilia 
Sayyidu’r-Bu’and ; the Seances of Muliammad-i-Mansur,'* 
Tbn ‘Abb4di/ and Ibnu’n-Nasaabn, tlio desoondant of ‘All ; 
and, of tbe poatioal ■vvorka of tbo Ai-abs, ibo Dimins of 
I^fiitanabbi,® Abiwardi,** ajid Gbnzzi'**; and, amongst the 
l-'eraian poets, tlie jjoems of Haldrn lliidagi,'* tbo Epic of 
Firdawai,'® and the jjaiiogyrios of ‘TJnsuri'®; sinoo each ono 
of these works wbioh wo have ennmeratod w’as, after its 
kind, the inoomparuble and unique product of its time; and 
every scribe wbo hath these books, and stiinnlutes his mind, 
jDolishes his wit, and enldndloa his fancy by their perusal, 
will ever raise the level of his diction, whereby a scribe 
becomes famous. 

Now if he be well acquainted with the Qur’dn, with one 
verse therefrom he may discharge his obligation to a whole 
realm, as did Iskdfi.^'^ 


’ See Von Ktomor’s Cidturgesoh., ii, pp. 470-47G; Brockolraann’s Gesch. d. 
Arab. XUt., pp. 93-94 and 279-278. 

* Sue Eion’f, Persian Catalogue, vol. ii, pp. 747-8, wliero n very flue old MS. 
of ilio MagdimK-i-lfynn'di, writtoniutho thirteenth century of our ora, is dosorifaed, 

’ Abd 'All Mnliammad al-Bat'ami (d. a..h. 388). 

■* The Ohaznavid Minister, AIjmad b. Masanof Maymand (d. a.h. 424), is 
probably nioant. 

Seo Do Slano’s Pin IChalhkdn, vol. iii, pp. 290-29fi. 

“ Probably Mulinminad b. Man?dr al-tfndd6d. See II ICh., No. 1,729. 

’ Abd ‘A?im Uruliaminad b. Aliraad al-'Abbitii (see Itiou’s Arabic iSuppl., 
p. 755), who died a.h. 458, is probably intended. 

“ SeeVimKiomor’s CuUm-geieh.,n, pp. 380,381 ; Brookelinann’a Lilt., 
pp. 86-89. 

“ See Brookelmann’s Arab. ZiU., p. 2,53 ; and tbo Yntima, vol. iv, pp. 25 and 
62-04, where mention is made of two Ahiwardis. 

Brpokelmann, op. oit., p. 253. A., however, rends ._c;.£ . 

See Ethb’s monograph, and also his article on Eddagl in the Pneyclopaedia 

Pritanniea. 

See especially Hoeldeke’s T). Iraniselie JPationalepoi in vol. ii (pp. 130-211) 
of Geli'er and Kuhn’s OrundrUs U. Iramsehen Phxlologie. 

See Ethd in the same Orundiiss, pp. 224, 225, 

Abu'l-Q&sim ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Iskdli. Seo Tailma, vol. iv, pp. 29-88 ; 
iii, 4. 
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Anecdote ii. 

Islcdfi was one of the secrolaries of tho House of Sanidu, 
and Imevv his craft right well, so that he could cuimingly 
traverse all obslacles, and emerge triumphant from iho most 
difRoult passes. lie disohnrgod the dulios of secretary in 
the Ohaiicellery of Nuh b. Mansur,' but llioy did not 
properly recognizo his worth, or bestow on lu'm favours 
adequate to his pre-emiiioncc. lie thoreforo fled from 
Buktdrd to Alptagia at Ilordt. Alptugin, a Turk, Vise 
and discerning, made much of him, and confidod to him 
the Chancellery, so that at length ho became one of his 
ministers. Now because there had sprung up at tho court 
a new nobility who made light of the old nobles, while 
Alptagin patiently bore their presumption, inatlers at last 
culminated in rebellion, by reason of some slight put upon 
him. Then Amir Ndh, incited by a parly of the now 
nobles, wrote from. Bukhdri to Zdbulistaii that Sabuktagln 
should come with that army, and tho sons of Simjur'' with 
their army from Nlshdpur, and should make war on 
Alptagin. And this war is very celebrated, and tho event 
most notorious. 

So when these armies reached Ilerdt, tho Amir ‘All h. 
Muhtdj ” sent Kisd’i,'' who was tho Oliiof Oliamberlain 
{SAtiibidl-Bah), to Alptagin, with a letter like fire and water 
blended together, containing threats and menaces which 
left no room for peace and no way for conciliation, such as 
an angry master might write in his absence to his disobedient 

' This aeerns to te nn error (thougli it stands thus in nil three copies) for 
Man^Ur b. NCIj (Mnnsfir I), who reigned A.n. 3fi0-366 ; for Nflli h. jVInnjfir 
(Kdh II) Toignad a.u. 366-387, and Alptagin died in a u. 362 or 364. Con- 
cerning tho Diwanu’r-Rasd’’ il, see Von Kremei’s Cultu) gesehieht. i, Arab., 
i, pp. I7d, 200; and A. do B. Kazimirski’s Menmtehehn, pp. 36 and 43, 
According to Ihuu’l-Athir (Buldq cd. of a.h. 1303, vol. viii, p. 179), Alptagitt’s 
levolt took place m a.u. 3.)1. 

* Moo Detremery’s Hist. dc.s Samauidcs, pp. 260, 261. 

“ Concerning this general, see Defremoiy’s Htst. des Samamdn, p. 243. 

* A. has both here and in 1. 4 of the next page, and in the second 

place adds ‘AH b. jVu/iMJ after Abu'l-IJasan. 
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servants, the whole letter filled widi such expressions as 
"I will come,” “I will take,” “I will bind,” “I will 
strike,” “I will slay.” When the Chamberlain Abu’l- 
Hasaii Kis4’i subinittod this letter and delivered the 
message, not withholding aught, Alptagin, wlio was already 
vexed, grow more vexed, and broke out in anger, saying : 
“ I was his father’s servant, but whon inj'' muster passed 
from this transitory to that eternal abode, ho entrusted him 
to me, not me to him. Although, to outward sooming, 
I should obey him, it is in fact quite otherwise, for when 
you examine this matter, a contrary conclusion results, 
seeing that I am in the last stages of old age, and he in tho 
first stages of youth. Those who have impelled him to act 
thus arc destroyers of this D 3 'nasty, not counsellors, and arc 
overthrowers of this house, not supporters.” 

Then he a.skod of Iskdfi, “How wilt thou answer this 
letter?” Iskafi, on the spur of the moment, wrote the 
first draft of the answer as follows : — 

“ In ike Name of God, the Merciful, the Clement. 0 Niifj, 
thou haat contended uith us and made great the contention icith 
us. ^Produce, then, that loherewilh thou threatenesi m, if thou 
art qf those who speak trutij,” ' 

When this letter reached Null b. Mansdr, the Amfr of 
Khurdsdn, he read it, and was astonished ; and all the 
gentlemen of the court were filled with amaze, and the 
scribes bit their fingers in wonder. And when tho nfifair 
of Alptagin was disposed of, Iskafi fled away privily, for 
he was fearful and terrified; until suddenly Nnh sent 
a messenger to him to summon him to his presence, and 
conferred on him the iiost of Secretary. So his affairs 
prospered, and he became conspicuous and famous amongst 
the votaries of the Pen. Had he not known the Qur’an, 
he would not thus have distingui,shcd himself on this 
occasion, nor would his position have rison from the station 
he occupied to this high degree. 


1 Qur’io, xi, 34. 
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Anecdote iii. 

When Iskdfi’s affairs waxed thus prosperous, and lie 
became established in the sorvioe of Niili b. Mansur, M/ikdu 
the son of Kaki ^ rebelled at Hay and in Kuhisfdti, withdvow 
his neck from the j'oke of obedionce, sent his agents to 
Khwai', Samndn and Simnak, ciqffured soverul of tho towns 
of Kuraish,* and paid no heed (o the Htuiiinids. Nub b. 
Mansur was afraid, because this was a formidable and able 
man, and set himself to deal with this matter, lie tboroforo 
ordered Tdsh, the coin mandor-in -chief, to march against 
him with seven thousand horsemen, suppress this sodition, 
and put an end to this grave incident in whatever way ha 
deemed most expedient. 

Mow T^sh was very wise and clear in judgement, emerging 
swiftly and skilfully from the struitest passes ; and he was 
also victorious in warfare, and had never turned baok in 
defeat from any one of the countless battles he had waged, 
nor come forth worsted from any carnpiaign. While ho 
lived, the dominion and authority of the House of Sdtndn 
enjoyed the greatest hiillianoy and prosperity. 

On this occasion, then, the Amir, being much preoccupied 
a,nd distressed, sent a messenger to summon IskWi, and 
held a private interview with him. “I am greatly troubled,*’ 
said be, “by this occurrence; for M^kdn is a brave man, 
and an able, and bath, in addition to his bravery and 
courage, administrative capacity and generosity, so that 
there have been few like him amongst the Daylamis. You 
must co-operate with T&sh, and whatever be lacks for 
the raising of an army at this juncture, you must supply. 


' Tlie chronological difflcultics involved m those two stories are considernhie, 
tor tho lobellioii ot Jltlrfiii h. Khlci occurred ia a.h. 329, towards the end of the 
reign of Na?r II b. Ahmad, i.c. long before the lohollion of Alptagiu (see n. 1 on 
p. 638, stipia). See Uefiomery’s Aaiiiamiles, pp, 248 and 283-4. 

* Better known as Qunns, the Ai’alupired torn) of the name. See B, do 
Meynard’s J)teC. Qiogr , JItsior., et LiU. de la Fetse, pp 404-5. For the 
three other towns mentioned, seo the same work, pp, 213, 317, and 318. 
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And I will establish myself at blishApur, so that the army 
may be supported from the base, and the fooman discouraged. 
Every day a swift messenger must come from you to 
me with diapatchos, wherein you must set forth the pith 
of what may have happened, so that my anxieties may be 
assuaged." Iskdfi bowed and said, " I will obey." 

So next day T4sh unfurled his standard, sounded bis 
drums, and set out for the front from Buklilirfi., crossing 
the Oxus with seven thousand horsemen ; while tlio Amir 
followed him with the remainder of tho army to Nishdpur. 
There he invested T^sh and the army with robes of honour; 
and Tdsh, raising his standard, marched into Bayhaq, whenco 
he marched forwards into Kumish to confront the enemy, 
with fixed pui’pose and in tho best of spirits. 

Meanwhile M^kiin, with ten thousand mailed men, was 
encamped at tho gates of Ray, where he had taken up his 
position. Tdsh arrived, passed by the city, and encamped 
over against him. Then messengers passed to and fro 
between them, but no settlement was eflectod, for Mikdn 
was puffed up with pride on account of that formidable 
array which he had gathered together from every quarter. 
It was therefore decided that they should join battle. 

Row Tdsh was an aged warrior, who for forty years Bad 
held the position of commander-in-chief, and had witnessed 
many such engagements; and he so manrouvred that when 
the two armies met, and the doughty warriore and champions 
of Transoxania and Khurdsdn moved forward from the 
centre, only half of Makdn’s army was engaged, while tho 
rest were not fighting. Mdkdn was slain, and Tdsh, when 
he had ceased from taking and binding and slajdng, turned 
to Iskdfi and said, “A carrier-pigeon must be sent in 
advance, to be followed later by a courier : but all the main 
features of the battle must bo summed up in one sentence, 
wbicb. shall indicate all the circumstances, yet shall not 
exceed what a pigeon can carry, and shall adequately 
express our meaning,” 

Then Iskdfi took so much paper as two fingers would 
cover and ‘wrote: — ^/le Name of God, the Merciful, the 
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Clement. As for Mdkdn, he hath become as his name ” ^ 
[ifa hdn=z‘'ILe hath, not beon ” in Arabic]. By tbi.s 
“md” he intended the negative, and by '‘lain,” the vei’b 
substantive, so that the Persian of it Avould be, “ Miiktui 
hath become Hire his name," that is to say, hath become 
nothing. 

When the carrier-pigeon reached tho Amir Nuh, ho was 
not naore delighted at the victory than at this dispatch, 
and he ordered Iskafi’s stihiry to bo increased, saying ; 
“Such a person must maintain a heart free from care iu 
order to attain to such delicacies of expression."* 


Anecdote iv. 

One who pursues any craft which depends on reflection 
ought to be free from care and anxiety, for if it bo otherwise, 
the arrows of his thought will fly wide and will not hit 
the target of achievement, since only by a tranquil mind 
can one arrive at such words. 

It is related that a certain Secretary of the ‘Abb6.8id 
Caliphs was writing a letter to the governor of Egypt; 
and, his mind being tranquil and himself submerged in 
the ocean of reflection, was forming sentences precious as 
pearls of great price and fluent as running water. Suddenly 
his maidservant entered, saying, “There is no flour loft." 
The scribe was so put out and disturbed in mind that he 
lost the thread of his diction, and was so affected that 
he wrote in the letter “There is no flour left.” When he 
had finished it, he sent it to the Caliph, having no know- 
ledge of these words which he had written. 

When the letter reached the Caliph, and he read it, and 
saw this sentence, he was greatly astonished, being unable 
to account for so strange an occurrence. Bo he sent 
a messenger to summon the scribe, and enquired of him 


^ ^ j\,.^ kil . 

“ Tlie substaaco ot tim nnecdoto is given in the Tw ikh-i-Guzldci, and is Cited 
by Deh6mery at pp. 247-8 of hia MtUotre ikh Samumdes (i’uus, 1845). 



THE SECKETAETAE EHNCTIOE. 


01 


concerning tliis. The scribe was covered with, shame, and 
gave th .0 true explanation of tlio matter. The Caliph was 
miglitily astonished and said ; “The beginning of tliis letter 
excels the latter part by as much as the sura ‘ Smj, Ih is 
God, the One ’ ^ excels tiro sura ‘ The hands of Abu Lnhab 
shall perish,' ^ and it is a pity to surrender the minds of 
eloquent tnon like you into the liaiida of tlie stnigglo for 
the necessaries of life,” Then ho ordered him to be given 
means sufficiently ample to prevent such an announcomout 
as this from ever entering his oars again. Naturallj' it then 
happened that he could compress into two sentences tbo 
ideas of two worlds. 


Anecdote v. 

The Sihib Iama‘11 ibn ‘Abbad,® entitled al-Kdfi (“ the 
Competent”), of Eay,'‘ wa.s minister to the Shuhanshdh. 
Tie was most perfect in his accomplishments, of which fact 
his correspondence and his poetry are two sufficient witnesses 
and unimpeachable arbiters. 

Now the Sdhib was a man of just dealings, and such are 
wont to be extremely pious and scrupulous in their religious 
duties, not bolding it right that a true beliovor should 
abide eternally in bell by reason of a grain of [righteous] 
enmity; and his servants and retainers and agents for the 
most part followed his example. 

Now there was at Q,um a judge appointed hy the Sahib 
in whose godliness and piety he had tho firmest belief, 
though there woro some who asserted the contrary, and 
brought information against him, which, however, left the 
S4hib unconvinced, until certain trustworthy persons of 
Qiuni, whose statements commanded credence, declared that 


' Q,ar’ta, oxu, 

® Cim’&tt, oxi. 

® Eor an account of thi.s groat mini.ster and generous patron of JUeraiure, soo 
Do Slane’s translation of An KheUikdn, vol. i, pp. 2 LU-217, and n. 4 on p. 030, 
supra. 

* So B. Boili A, and L. have . 
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in a certain suit between So-and-so and Suob-an-one tbis 
judge had accepted a bribe of five hundred tiimdns. This 
was mightily displeasing to the Sdhib for two reasons, first 
on account of the greatness of the bribe, and secondly on 
account of tho shameless unscrupulousness of tho judge. 
He at once took up his pen and wrote ; — 

" 7)1 the Name of Qod, the Merciful, the, Clement. 0 Judge 
of Qwn ! TFe dismiss i/oti, so Como I ” ^ 

Scholars and rhetoricians will notice and appreciate the 
high merit of this sentence in respect of its brevity, con- 
cision, and clearness, and naturally from that time forth 
rhetoricians and stylists have inscribed this epigram on their 
hearts, and repeat it to the people of the world. 

Anecdote vi. 

Lamgh^n “ is a city in the district of Sind, one of the 
dependencies of Ghazria; and at this present time naught 
but one range of mountains separates its inhabitants from 
the heathen, so that they live in constant dread of the 
al tacks and raids of the unbelievers. Yet tho men of 
Lamgh4n are of good courage, sharp and frugal, and com- 
bining with their sharpness no small rascality,® to such 
a degree that they think nothing of lodging a complaint 
against a tax-gatherer on account of a maund of chaff or 
a single egg ; while for even less than this they wore ready 
to come to Ghazna to complain of exactions, and would 
remain there one or two months, and then return without 
having accomplished their object. In short, they are 
wonderful hands at patience, and are most stiffnecked in 
importunity. 

I have endeavoured to preserve, feehly enough, the word-play in the original. 

* Oi Ltaaghhn. See B do Meynard’s J)ta. Geogr de la JPerse, p. d03 ; 
Pavet do Coiirteillo’s Mim de Baler, li, pp 120, 121. 

3 Tho texts differ consideiahly in this sentence. 1 follow A,, which has ; 

Lj j 

'^^3 Ixl 

I . . } 
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Now in the reign of Sultan Malimurl Yamfnu’d-Dawlii, 
the heathen one night attacked thorn, and damage of evory 
sort bafol thorn. But these were men who could raise 
a harvest without soil; and when this event happeucd 
several of their ohiofa and mon of note rose up and came 
to,, GhaKiia, and, with their garments rout, their heads uu- 
covorod, and uttering loud lamentations, entered the bazaar 
of Gluizna, went to the King’s Palace wailing and grieving, 
and so described thoir miafortuno that oven a stone would 
have been moved to tears. As their rascality, imprudence, 
dissimulation, and cunning had not yet become apparent, 
that great minister, Ahmad Ilasan of Mayrnand,^ took pity 
upon them, and forgave them that year’s taxes, exempting 
them from all exactions, and bidding them return home, 
.strive more strenuously, and spend less, so that by the 
beginning of the next year they might recover their former 
position. 

So the deputation of Lamghduis returned with great 
contentment and huge satisfaction, and continued during 
that year in the easiest of circumstances, divulging thoir 
secret to no one.^ When the year came to an end, tlie 
same deputation returned to present another petition to the 
minister, simply setting forth tliat in the past year their 
lord the great minister had brightened tlieir country by his 
grace and clemency and bad effectively extended to them 
his protection, so that they were now able to dwell in peace 
on that border ; but that, since their prosperity was still 
somewhat shaken, they feared that, should he demand the 
contribution on their possessions that year, somo of them 
would be utterly ruined, and that, as a cousoquoiice of this, 
loss might accrue to the royal coffers. 

The minister, therefore, extending his favour, excused 
them the taxes of yet another year. During these two 
years the people of Lamghan grew rich, hut this did not 
suffice them, for iu the third year their greed reasserted 


' See n. 4 oa p. 2S, sujtia. 

^ This I take to be ilie meaning ot D jIA fjjJi.' C_>1 . 


3 
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itself, and, hoping again to be excused, the same deputation 
again appeared at Court and made a similar represontalion. 
Then it becamo apparent to all tho 'world that tho people 
of Lamghan wei’o in the wrong. So the uiini.stor turned 
the petition over and wrote on tho haek of it : “ Al- 
hhardju khiirdf"', add’tiliu dun-d’iihu,’’ that i.s to say, “ The 
inx is a ruiminr/ sore : i(s oure is i/s disrharyr,” And from 
tho time of this great statesman this saying has hecomo 
proverbial, and has proved m-eful in many eases. May tho 
earth rest lightly on this groat man ! 


Anecdote vii. 

There wero great statesmen under the ‘Ahb^sid dynasty, 
and indeed the history of the Barmoeides is well known 
and famous, and to what extent were their gifts and rewards, 
[Ibn] Sahl, called Dhu’r-ltiydsalai/ii^ (“the lord of two 
commands”), and his brother Fadl were exalted abovo tho 
very heavens, so much so that Ma’miin ospousod Fudl’s 
daughter and asked her in marriage. Now sho was a damsel 
peerless in beauty and unrivalled in attainments; and it 
was agreed that Ma’rnun should go to the bvido’s house 
and remain there for a month, and after tho lapse of tin's 
period return homo with the bride. On the day fixed for 
their departure ho desired, as is customary, to array himself 
in better clothes. Now Ma’mun always wore black; and 
people supposed that he wore it because black was the 
distinctive colour of the ‘Abbdsids ; till one clay Tahvd h. 
Aktham® inquired of him, “Why is it that tho Prince 
of Believers prefers blaok garments?” Ma’mun replied 
to the Judge: “Black garments are for man and for the 
living; for no woman is married in black, nor is any dead 

* Thoio appenrs to bo a confusion liei'e botwoon tlio two brotbara. Haann ibn 
Siihl was tbe futhei- of nfain, al-Ma’mfiii’s briile, wliilo Fadl boro tlio title of 
Dhu'r-Tliydsniai/n. See l)p Slaae’s Ibn K/ialh/dn, voL i, pp. 208-272 and 
■lOS-tOi); vol. ii, pp. 472-176. Also lire La(a'ifH’l-Jia‘dnf(il atli-Tha‘fllibI 
(ed. Do Joug), pp. 73, 74, -ttherp a full nocount is given ol this miuTiago. 

‘ Soo Db Sittiiu’s Jill KballiMn, xv, pp. 33-jl. 
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m!iu buried in black.” Taliya was greatly surprised by 
this, answer. So on tbis day Ma’tuua dusirecl to inspoot 
the wardrobe ; but oi a tbousaud coats of satin, of royal 
fabric, of fur, liand-wovon, of various colours, band-cut, 
of fine black silk,’ be uoitber approved nor aocoptod one, 
but clad biin.solf in bis custouiary black, and mountod, and 
turned bis face towards the bride’s hoiuso, Now on that 
day Fudl bud docked out his palace in snob wise that tho 
nobles were llllcd with wonder thereat, for lie hud collocted 
so many rare things that words would fail to describe or 
enumcrale them. So when Ma'innn rciiohed the gate of tbis 
palace, be saw a curtain suspended, fairer than a Chinese 
spring, and more delightful tbau the assurance of faith, 
whereof tlio de.sigu charmed the heart and the colour 
mingled with the sotd ; and lie said to bim.scdf : ” IThiohcvor 
of tlio.sG thousand coats 1 had clioson, I. should have been 
sbuinocl boro. Praise bo to God and thanks that I was 
content with this black raiment.” 

Now of till the elaborate preparations made by Fudl on 
that day, one was this, that when Ma’raiin reached tbo 
middle of tho palace yard, ho saw a tray filled with wax, 
round wliieh was arranged a pattern of pearls.’’ And at 
tho feet of each guest were cast several nuts, in each of 
which was a piece of paper whereon was inscribed the 
name of a village ; and whoever draw one, to him were 
delivered the title-deeds of that village. 

vSo when Ma’niun entered (he bride’s house, he saw 
a mansion faced with gypsum and adorned with painlinga,'’ 


1 The exact nature of moA of thc.se fahric.s I liavc been imahlo to .asoortuiu. 
The list runs as follows : ^ ^ j 


^ This sentence is not quite clear. 

, [E. 


It lima : 


f 



jj [a., B. om. Jo a] 
[L. om. Aj-j] 



toill ^A ^ ^ Axs [^A. Atov-I 


A., B have . L- renils: . 
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strewn willi perfumes of Ohina, fairer than the East at 
the time of sunrise, and sweeter than a garden in the 
season of the rose. He saw, moreover, cast dowti and spread 
out at the entrance of the house, mats of cloth of gold,' 
orahroidered with ruhios, pearls, and turquoises ; and in 
like manner six cushions placed thoreon, on whioli was 
seated a beauteous damsel sweeter than existence and lift), 
and pleasanter than health and youth; in stature such 
that the noble cy])reas would have subscribed itself her 
servant; with cheeks which the brightest sun would have 
acknowledged as suzerain; with hair which was the envy 
of musk and ambergris ; and with eyes after the likeness 
of the onyx and the narcissus.* She, rising to her feet, 
advanced towards Ma’iniin, with a profound obeisance and 
earnest apologies, brought him forward and seated him itx 
the chief seat, and stood before him in service. Ma’mun 
bade her be seated, whereupon she seated herself on her 
knees,* hanging her head and looking dovvn at the carpet. 
Thereupon Ma’miin was overcome with love: he had 
already lost his heart, and now he would have added 
thereunto his very soul. He stretched out his hand and 
drew forth from the pocket of his coat eighteen peai'ls, 
each one as large as a sparrow’s egg, briglilor than tlio 
stars of heaven, more lustrous than the teeth of the fair, 
rounder, nay, more luminous, tluin Jupiter or Saturn. These 
rolled on the surface of the carpet, and, by reason of its 
smoothness and their roundness, continued in motion, there 
bSing no cause for their quiescence. But the girl paid no 
heed to the pearls, nor so much as raised her head. Thereat 
was Ma’miiu’s passion farther increased,* and ho extended 

1 This sentence, again, is not clear. It runs : 

* A., B; dyi J ■ t'-has; j 

^ i,e., in the Porsinn fashion, on the heohs, with the knees together ill front. 
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Ids hand to caress her, and would have opened the door 
of amorous dalliance. But this caress arousc'd her modoaly 
and covered her with confusion, and tlio delicate damsel 
was so affuolod that aho was overtalcoii by that state pt'culiar 
to women, and the marks of sliumo and ahtishod niodeaty 
appeared in her choeks and countonanco, and she suddunly 
oxclaimod : '* 0 Prince of Jklk'verx / The aomniand of Qod 
conicth, neck not then to hmten 

Thereat Ma’im'm withdrew his hand, and was near 
swoouin^y on account of the extreme beauty of this citation, 
and her graceful application of it. Yet still he could not 
take his eyes off her, and for eighteen days he came not 
forth from this house and concerned liimself with naught 
save two occupations. And the affairs of Budl prospered, 
and ho attained to that high positiou to which he attained. 


Anecdote viii. 

Again in the time of the ‘Ahh&sid Caliphs, in the reign 
of al-Mustarshid hi’lhih^ (may God make his tomb fragrant 
and exalt his rank in Paradise I), the son of al-Mustadhhir 
bi’llAh, the Pi’ince of Believers came forth from the city 
of Baghdad with a well-equipped army in full panoply, 
and much treasure, aud many muniments of war, marching 
against Klmrdsdn, on account of a reparation which he 
would exact from the King of the World Saiijar.* 

Now this quarrel had been contrived by interested persons, 
and was due to the raaebinations and representations of 
conspii’ators, who fiad brought mutters to this jiass. Whou 
the Caliph reached Kirmanshah, he there delivered on 
a Friday a homily which iu eloquence transcended the 
highest zenith of the sun, aud reached the support and 


^ QurAn, xvi, 1. Of. Do Slaue’s Ihn KhaUikda, vol. i, p. 270. 

2 The twenty-ninth ‘Abblisid Caliph, roignod a it. 512-529. 

“ This happened iu a.h. 529. tioe Iloutsina's Hmml tie Textee relatift 
<J i'Utatoire des Selc{jotuide3, vol. ii (Z889), pp, 171-178. 
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crown of the guard-stars.* In the course of this liaranguo, 
after expressing his distress and despair, he complained of 
the House of Seljuq, in such wise that the orators of Arabia 
and the rhetorioians of Persia have confessed that., after the 
companions of the Prophet (God’s blessing and peace rest 
on him, and his family), who wero tho di.sciples of the 
Focus of the Prophetic Function and tho expounders of 
his pithy aphoi-isnis, no one, had composed a diseourso so 
weighty and eloquent. Said al-Mua(arsUid : “ IFe vntruhlcd 
oil!' ([/fairs to the House of Se/Jiiq, hid Iheij eoidendeil lujainst 
tis, and the time kn>jth(ned over them, and their heurts wero 
hardened, and many of them sinned,"' that is to say, withdrew 
their necks from our commands in the Iteligion of laldtn. 


Anecdote ix. 

The Gur Kh4n of Khita fought a battle with the King 
of the World Sanjai', the sou of Mulilcshdh, at tlie gates 
of Samarqand, and so fateful was the day to the army of 
Isldm that Transoxania passed into his power,® After 
putting' to death tl>e Im&m of tho East nusdtnu’d-Dln (may 
God make bright his example, and extend over him His 
Peace!), the Qiir Khan bestowed Bukbdrd on Alptugin.'* 
When the Gur Khdn turned hack, he entrusted the son 
of the Amir Llayanani,'’ the nephew of Atsiz Khwarazmshdh, 


1 Fargadaijn, two briglit abirs near the Pole-Btnr, 3 aud y of Ursa Minor, 
see vol. u of my Traveller' t A«i rative, p. 125, n. 2. 

* JUa JT J] up 


= See Mirhhwand’s inelori/ of the Seljtiqs, ed. Vullsrs, pp. 170-180. 
Professor Boss has pointed out to me that Gfu IChfin is a gonerio title. See 
Tlistori/ of the Moghuls of Oentral Asia, by Elias and Boss, p. 287 et ecqq. 
Sea also Schefor's Vhrestoinalhw Tersana, vol. i, p 34 ot soqq. 

So t,., agreeing with Sohefer, op. cit., p. 29, whore A,u. 538 is given as tho 
date of this event For Alplag'm A. and B. read throughout. 


‘ L. has ^jUL, A. (uiioortaiuj, B. ^ oan“«* 

identily the name. 
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to the Tra4m Aliinad h. ‘Abdu’l-'A'/iz, who was the Im4in 
of Bukhara, and tlie leading man of ]vis time,' so that 
whatever ho did he might do by his advice, and tliat he 
should not take any step without his instructions. Thou 
the Qur Khaii turuod buck and retired to Bars-jan.^ 

Now his juatico had no bounds, nor was there any limit 
to the offectivonesa of his commands, and, indeed, in these 
two tilings lios the essoiico of kingship. But whou Alptagin 
saw a clear field, he turned bis hand to oppression, and 
began to levy contributions on Bukhtirfi.. Bo several of 
the people of Bukh4i'4 went as an embassy to the Giir 
Khan® to seek redress. The Giir Khan, after the way of 
good Muslims, wrote a letter in Persian to Alptagin as 
follows : — 

"In tha Name of God, the Merciful, the Clcnient. Let 
Alptagin know that, although wide distance separates us, our 
approval and displeasare arc near at hand. Lot Alptagin 
do that which Ahmad commands, and Ahmad that which. 
Muhammad commands. Farewell.” 

Again, and again wo have considored this and reflected 
on it. A thousand volumes or even more might be written 
to enlarge on this letter, yet its purport is extremely plain 
and clear, noeding no explanation. Seldom have I seen 
anything like it. 


Anecdote x. 

The extreme eloquence of the Qur’dii is in its concision 
of woi’da and murvellous presentation of ideas ; imitation 
tKereof results but in citation, to such a degree that a sense 

' For ijUj j , A. and B. twva , “and i)w son of 

Burli&a,” 

“ Name xinoertaiu, L. has Zanjtln, which is (juito unsuitable ; A., 

Aj (not clearly legible) ; B., . 

* A. has, instead of -iyi (h.’s reading). 
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of awe is produced, and the wise and understandings innu 
is converted fioin his slate [of doubt]. And this is a clear 
proof and Ironoliant argument to establish the fact that 
this Word did not procood from the mouth of any orcutod 
being, nor issue from any hmntiii lips or tongue, but that 
the stamp of Eternity is tho stigma of its presoriplions and 
sontcncea. 

It is related that one day one of the llualiiiis was reciting 
before Walid b Mughira this verse : — “And U ii'ua mtid, 

‘ 0 Earth, ijnlp down tliij uaten, and 0 Heaven, draw them 
vp ‘ : and the wafer abated. That, was the matter effected. 
And it \i,e. the Arte] reded upon Mount Jiidi.”^ By 
God,” said Walid b. JIughira, “verily it hath beauty and 
sweetness, and verily at its highest it is terrible as a wild 
beast in fury, and at its lowest is as the deepest iniue!”^ 
When even enemies reached such a level of enthusiasm, 
by reason of the eloquence of the Qur’dn and its incom- 
parable height in the domain of religion and equity, to 
what degree must friends attain ? 


Anecdote xi. 

In former times it was ciistomaiy with the Icings and 
tyrants of the world, such as the Pishdiidi, Kaydni, and 
Sds^nian monarchs and the Oaliphs, to vaunt themselves 
and compete with ono another in justice and accomplish- 
ments, and with every ambassador whom they dospatched 
tbey used to send wise sayings, riddles, and enigmatiqal 
questions. So the king, under these circumstances, stood 
in need of persons of intelligence and discrimination, and 
men of judgement and statesmanship; and several councils 


* Qm’ta, xi, 46. 

“ L. hns ^ .A*..*! Asu 






In tli 0 margm 


staraU aa a variant on ■ 


A. and B. have and 


for 
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•would be held and adjourned, until tlioy wei'o unanimous 
as to tlioir answers, and when the inner meanings of tliese 
problems and enigmas wore plain and apparent, then they 
would clcspalcb tbo ambassador. 

Tills practice ■was mainlainod until tho time of Malunud 
b, Subuktagin Yatniuu’d-Dawla (may God have mercy upon 
him !). One day ho despatched an andiassiulor to Ilughrd 
Kbdn in Trunsoxaniu, and in tho letter ivhich liud boon 
drafted occurred this passu go : — “God Almighty mdlt, 
‘ Verily the moi,t honourable of you in Qod’e eight is he who 
is moat pious of you.' ^ The acute and critical are agreed 
that here he [i.e. the Prophet] guards himself fiom 
ignorance; for the souls of men are subject to no more 
grievous defect than this, nor is there aught lower than the 
fault of folly. To tho truth of this proposition and the 
soundness of tliis assertion God’s Word also hears witness : 
‘ [^God will raise up those of yon who hehn'o'] and those to 
whom knowledge hath been given to \_siiperior'] degrees,’ ^ 
Therefore rve desire that the Imams of tbo land of 
Transoxania and the doctors of the East and scholars of the 
Ehaqdn’s Court should give so much information touching 
essentials as to stale what the Prophetic OflSce is, what 
Saintship, wbat Religion, what Islam, what Phiith, what 
Well-doing, what Godliness, what the Approbation of 
Right, what the Prohibition of Wrong, what the Path, 
what the Balance, rvhat Justice, and rrhat Pity.” 

When this letter reached the Court of Bughra Ehdn,® 
and he had acquainted himself •with its purport and 
contents, he summoned the Imams of Transoxania from the 
different towns and districts, informed them of the matter, 
and requested them to answer these words, bidding each 
ope compose a treatise on Ibis subject, and introduce in the 
course of their dissertation and argument a reply to these 


■ qur't-n, xlix, 13. 

® Ciui’&n, Iviii, 12. 

’ Here A. hgs \ ^ and B J , tliough tliey agree with h. ahore 

and below. 
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interrogations. They craved a delay of four monllia; whicli 
period dragged on with, all sorts of detrimeuta, the 
of which was the disbursements from the treasury for the 
salaries of the ambassadors and the maintoiuuico of the 
Im&ms, until at length hCuhaunnad h. ‘Ahdu’lhih the soriln', 
who was Bughra Kluin’s private secretary, and was deeply 
vorsod in learning and highly distinguished in scholur.-'liip, 
besides being one of the most tdotpient stylists among'^t the 
Muslims both in prose and verso, said ; “ T will answer these 
questions in two words, in such wise that wlioii the greatest 
scholar’s and most consjricuous inoii of al-Islarn shall see my 
answer, it shall command their approval and admiration.'” 
So he took up his pen and -n'roto under the questions, after 
the fashion of a legal decision {fatwd) : “ Snith Ood’s 
Apostle {upon whom he the Blessing of God, and also on his 
Familp), ‘ Reoercnce for God’s command and loviny-hindness 
towards God's people F' All the Imdms of Transoxania bit 
their fingers in amaKoment and expressed their admiration, 
saying, “llore indeed is an answer which is poifoot, and an 
utterance which is oomprehousivo ! ” And the .IClu'iqfm 
was mightily pleased because the difficulty had been ovor- 
coine by a scribe and not left to the divines. And wdren 
the answer reached Ghasna, all applauded it. 

It therefore results from theso premises that an iutolligoiit 
and accomirlishod Secretary is a groat ornament in the 
brilliancy of a King’s Court. And with this anecdote we 
conclude this chapter. And from. God oumoth assistance. 


Second Discoukse. 

On the Nature of Poetry, and the Utility of the Shilful Poet. 

Poetry is that art whereby the poet arranges imaginary 
propo.sitions, and adapts the deductions, with the result that 
he can make a little thing appear great and a gieat thiiig 
small, or cause good to ajDpear in the garb of evil and 
e\il in the gaib of good. By acting on the imagiuation. 
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he excites the faculties of anger and concupiscence in such 
a way that by bis suggestiou men’s toinperaruents become 
affected with oxuUatiou or depression ; wlievoby he conduces 
to tl)G accomplishmout of groat things in tlm order of the 
world. 


Anecdote xii. 

Thus they inlale that Ahmad h. ‘Abflu’lldli al-KhujisIfuu ^ 
was asked, “How didst tliou, who wert originally an 
ass-herd, hccomo Amir of KhniAsaii ? ” He replied : “ One 
day I was reading the Divan of Ilandhala of Bddghis,^ in 
Bfidghis of Khujiatan, when I chanced on these two 
couplets : — 

j'^ * 

I ^ ^ t b j c:— V. 

‘ If lordship lias irilhiii the, lion’s jmes. 

Go, risk it, and from those dread portals setae 
Such sfraifjht-confronfinff death as wen desire, 

Or riches, greatness, rank and lasting ease.’ 

An impulse stirred within me such that I could in no 
wise I’emain content with that condition wherein I vras. 
I therefore sold my asses, bought a horse, and, quitting 
iny country, entered the service of ‘Amr b. Layth.* At 
that time the fortune of the Saffiln's still floated at the 
zenith of its prosperity. Of the three brothers, ‘Ali was the 
youngest, and Ya'qub and ‘Amr had precedGUCO over him. 


* “Khujislau. — In tlie mountains near Ileiiit. From tliis oonntry issuod 
Alimad li. ‘AbduTl&li iil-Khiijistioi, wlio iwoltcd at Eisliapfli' and died in 
A. a. '261.” (Bai'bier do Koymmt’s Diet. Geogr., liisfur., et Utt. de la I’lrse, 
p. 197.) The learned editor points out, however, thiil, aecortliui)' to Ibnu’l- 
Athir, Ahmad was iissassinatcd in the month of iSha'vwfd, A.ii. 288, after liavirifr 
reigned at Niahhphr for six years. Sou the Journal Asiutujuo for 1845, p. 345 
et seqq. of tho second hftlf. 

- .3(10 Ethe’S JttidaffVs Vortaufer und Zeilgenossen, pp. 38-10, where these 
verse'i, and othur.s by tlie satno poet, arc oitod. 

■> Urothor of Ya'qfib b. Lnyth, the toundur of the sbort-liyod SufChri dynasty. 
‘Amr reigmid from a.k. 205 to A.u. 287. 
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WlLen Ya'qiib came from Khuras4n to Gluiztia over (lio 
mountdins, ‘Ali b. Laj'tb. sent me back from IHIidt-i-Snni/'/n 
(“the Stone Rest-house”) to act as hia agent to hia foudal 
estates in Khurdsdn. I had collected an army of a hundred 
on the road, and hud with mo besides some twenty liorsemou 
of my own. Now of the estates held in lint' by 'AU h, 
Layth o]ie was Kariikh^ of Ileriit, a sec-eiul Khan-i-Nishapur. 
When I reached Karukh, I produced my warrant, and 
what was paid to mo I divided amongst the army and gave 
to the soldiers. Myhorsotnoii now numbered throe hundred. 
When I reached Ivhwaf,® and again produced my warrant, 
the burghers of Khwaf contested it, saying, ‘ Do wo want 
a magistrate with [a bodyguard of only] ten men ? ’ ® 
I thereupon decided to ronounce rny allegiance to the 
Suffdris, looted Khwaf, proceeded to tlio village of YaMhh,'‘ 
and came to Bayhaq, where two*^ thousand hoivsemon joined 
me. I advanced and took NisliApdr, and my affairs 
prospered aud improved until all KlnnAsan lay open to 
me, and I took possession of it for myself. Of all this, 
these two verses of poetry were the cause.” 

SalAmi** relates in his history that the affairs of j;\hmad 
b. ‘Abdu’llAh prospered so greatly that in ono night at 
Nishapur he distributed in largeaso 300,001) dinars, 600 
head of horses, aud 1,000 suits of clothes, and to-day ho 

’ Seo Baitier da Moynavd’s Dtot. Gdogr., Hist , ei Zi(t. de la Ferae, p, >187. 
B. andli. have “ of Merv.” 

® Ihid., pp. 213, 2U, 

® The text and sense are both very doubtful. A. (f. lib) has ljt< Syxs^ 
SJ b Alb , while tho lithograph has lisj-ljiA- l^bv K 

* Ajb a.j J b 

* The MSS. have plainly , Vhile the 

lithograph has (jjg..*! '-r^. 3 ' ^ cannot, however, find mention of 
tho village. 

‘ The lithograph reads “ a thousand.” 

‘ Gonooming Ibn SaUim, tho author of a Tabagtittt’ah-Shu‘arti (d, a-B. 
815-6), who is probably intended, seo J.lt.A.S. for January, 1899, p. 18, 
footnote. 
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stands in history as one of the victorious monarohs, all of 
which was brought about by those two couplets of poetry. 
Many similar inslancos aro to he found amongst both the 
Arabs and the Persians, but wo jiavo restricted ourselves 
to the montion of this one. So a king cannot dhpenso 
with a good pool, who shall condiieo to the immortality of 
liis name, and shall record liia fame in dlnuus and hooks. 
For when the king receives that coramand which none 
can escape,^ no trace will remain of his army, his treasure, 
and his store ; but his name will endure for over by reason 
of the poet’s verse, as Sharif-i-Miijallidi of Gurgfo says; — ^ 

jjl ^ (j! jl Alt* <b ^ 

^ ^ 1 1... u III aj h# ^ j j 

“ From all the treannreo lionnlcA by the Houses 
Of Sdsdii and of Sumdn, in our days 
Nothiny survives except the souy of Farhad, 

Nothing is left save ItiidagVs sweet lays.” 

The names of the monarchs of the age and the princes 
of the time aro perpetuated by the admirable verse and 
widely-ourrent poems of this guild; as, for instance, the 
names of the House of Sam^in by TTstiid Abii ‘Abch'Ildh 
Ja'far b. Muhammad ar-UMalaf Abu’l-'Abbhs h. 'Abbds^ 
az-Zanji, Ahu’l-Mathal® al-Bukhdri, Ahu Islniq Juvbdri,® 
Ahu’l-TTaaan al-‘Ajt,^ and Tahdwi, and Khahhdzi® of 
Nishapiir, and Abu’l- Hasan al-Kis&’i ; and the names of 

^ i.e., wlien lio comes to die. 

“ B omibi tile pnot’a naino nllogutiier. L. 1ms ]£ajdi. 

® al-'Awfi’s Luhdh, port ii, No. 7. 

* Ibid., No. 8, and Horn’s eil. of the luijhat-i-Asacli, p. 24, first p.aragrapli, 
E. bos i^j\j and A. (f. \1h) . 

® Ibid., No. 2fl, and Asadi, p. 28. 

' Ibid., No. 10. 

’ The lithograph omits this name and the next ; A. (f. 13rt) has , 

I suppose for , “enfant nourri d’un lait etrangor ” ; while B. has 

8 ‘Awft, No. 29, 

“ Son Etlifi’s niouograpb, Pie Meder ila Kitd'i. 
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tlie Icings of the House of Nasiru’d-Dfn [_i.e. the Gliaz- 
uavicls] by such inon as 'Unsun', ‘Asjacli, Farrukhi,* 
liabrjim!,^ Zayuatf,® Buzurjmilu’ of Qd’iu,* Miulhuffar,''^ 
Manshuri,® Manucbihn',^ Mus'i'uH,'* Qasdrfuui,® Abu 
Tlani'fa Iskaf (“the Cobbler”),*® Easbidi, Abu'l-Faraj of 
Edna,’^ Mas‘ud-i-ya‘d-i-yabu5.n,’“ Muluirninad Abu ISfasr,*® 
Sbah Abu Rij4,*‘‘ Abraud Khalaf, ‘ITUiuian Mukhidri,’® and 
Sand’i''®; and tlic luitnes of the House of Khdejau tlu’ougli 
Liilu’i, Guldbi, bTajlbi',*’’’ Farkhari,”* ‘Am'tiq of lUikhdrd,'® 
Eashidi of Satuarqand,^® Najjar (“tbe Curpciiler ”) ^’ -i- 
Sagbarji, ‘All Pauldi, the sou of Darglu'ish, Gib 


* 'Well-known onntompoi’nrion ot Firdanal. Mention in maclo ot tlie first, anil 
last tof whose poems lltliogrnplied editions linvo lioen published at Tihriiu) 
further on. 

® Abn’I-Irlasnn ‘All of Sntnkhs. Soo Majma'n'l-Tit^nhd, vol. i, p. 173. 

® Zajnatl-i-‘Aliui-i-Mal,iinftdi-i-Khurfi.s(ini. Hsb j 1/.R, vol. i, p. 241. 

■* Qfisitn b. Ibibhlra b, Mnn?ftr. Soo M.F., vol. i, p. CO. 

“ Or Mudhatfnri, of I’anj-dih. Soo M.F., vol. i, p. olio, 

” Aba Su'id Abmad b. Sliibiimmad of Siimnrqnml. Seo jl/". V., vol. i, p. 500. 
’ Soo tbo edition ot his liiviiii by A. do Ilibi'r, stein Kiiziinirslti. 
s Mns'dili of Day (soo /U.K, i, p. 603), anotlier Wbazmiviil poet, is apparontly 
intended. 

^ L. aubslitutos Ghadd'iri. For Qu^hrfimi aoo Horn’s Amtli, p. 27. 

Of Morv or Ghnzna. See ‘Awfi’s Zithib, eh. x, No. 21, oiitl M.Z'., vol. i, 
pp. 83-85. 

'* Soo il/'.F.,i,pp. 70-78. 

u Abn’l-Palchr Mas'iid b. Sa'd b. Snlmbn of (rhozim (died A.ii. 515 or 626). 
Sec Ilorn’s Znahat-i-Fnis of Asadl, p. 28, and M.P., i, p. 614. 

’’ L. has Majd-i-N(i?ir. I can find no partioiilars oonoorning him. 
u Soo M.F., i, pp. 68-70. IIo was of Ghiir.na, and also boro tbo hqah ot 
Shih&lm’d-D'm. 

Soo Dawlatsbali's TmlhUra (pp. 93, 94 ot my forthoomiug edition), 
Tabaqa ii, No. 8. 

“A. adds “Mawjud,” an error for "Majdad.” Soo Dawtatslifib 
(pp. 96-99), 'fabaqa ii, No. 9 ; M.I'., i, pp. 214-274. 

u U. omits this name and tbo next. Najibn'd-Din JurbOLdhakfini (i.e. of 
Gulphvag&n) is meant. See M.F., i, pp. 634, 835. 

*" Soo Dawlatslibh (pp. 69, 70), fabaqa i, No. 18. 

” See Dawlatsbfih (pp. 64-67), Tabaqa i, No. 16 ; M.F., i, pp. 316-360. 

“ Sea Horn’s Asadi, p. 18. 

t*' See Anecdote Six, infra,-, and Horn’s Asadi, p. 31. 

Tha second word is vary uncertain. I,, has ,_yAAlj ; A., , or 

,_cA*Aj ; E., I but lower (Anecdote xix), A. baa (i.e. 

(_yAAb , or ), wbicb I take to be the correct form. 


L. omits. B. lias Tn both MSS. the first word is written 

jMJ-J , which may stand for^A.i, or possibly the correct reading is BaslieMr-i 
Marghazi, Soo M.F., i, p, 171. 
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Si[)ilxri,' JawlianV Sa'ch', the son of Tisha,'’ and ‘AH Shatranji 
(“the Ciioss-plnyer ") ■* ; and the names of the House of 
Scljuq by Farruklii, Karkhdiii, Ijiuiid of Dahistaii,''’ Ja'fnr 
of Ilamadan, Firuzi-i-Fukhvi,® Buvhdiu,'’ Ainir Mu'izzi, 
Alm’l-Ma'dli of Hay,'’ ‘Amid KuTnaH,” and Hhihdbl'”; and 
the mimes of llui rulers of Tabariafdii throiig-h (immn of 
Gurgan,'^ IUfi‘1 of Nlahdpur,'''* Knfaynli’'’ of Gunja, Kiisa 
Fall, and Burkala*''; and tlio naiuoa of tho kings of Glu'ir, 
tlio Ifouae of iSliansab (may God cause tlieir rule to onduro 
for over!), through AbuT-Q4sini Ru({‘i, Abii Baler Jawharl, 
this least of mankind ]Sfidhaml-i-‘Aru(ll, and ‘Ali Sufi, The 
cRiedm of these poets are eloquent as (o the excellence, 
comclmcRS, munitions and forces [of ■war], justice, botinty, 
■worth, nobility, doug'hty deeds, judgement, statecraft, heaveu- 
aent success and influence of these former kings, of ■wliom 
to-day no trace remains, nor of thoir liosts and retinues 
any survivor. How many nobles tlmre were under these 
dynustie.s ■who enjoyed the favours of kings, and rlispeiiscd 
untold largesses to the.so poets, and conferred on them 
sources of income, of ■whom to-day no trace remains ; 
tliough many wore the painted palaces and olmrming gardens 
which they created and embellished, but ■which to-day are 


Soo ‘Awh’s Znbdh, oh. viii, No. 30 ; M.V., i, pp. 241, 213 ; Init the icloutity 
is uaoertain. 

-Called "tho goldaniith” {&trgar). Soo Dawktslith (pp. 118-121), 
Tahaqa, 11, No. 18. 

3 Yoi-y doubtful. 1. omits. A. has dJZZj j ; B., . 

Nolioed in oh. x of ‘dwfl’s Ziikii ; M.F., i, pp. .344, 313. 

® M.Z'., 1, pp, 491-.')01. 

® Both MSS. have jii ^ . 

’ Tho father of Mu'inzl. Both are moiitioiied in Aueodoto xvi, iiifva, 

' 8 U.F., i, pp, 71), 80. 

* ICftm4lu’d-Dlu 'Amid of Bukhluvi. Seo JIAK, i, pp. 4SG, 437. 

'8 Shihthh’d-DIu Al.imad b, Mu’ayyad of Ntm!, naiir Siimanpind, M.F,, 
i, pp. 310, 311. 
n 3I.F., 1, pp, 477, 478, 

'■= Af.N, 1, pp. 220, 221. 
n L. has ^ . 

a L. has ftli’inl for Phil, and omits Bhrkala. 
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levelled with tlie ground and uniform •with, the deserts 
and ravines ! Says tlie author : — 


‘a/ I ^ Leals' LauJ 

Lj 


‘ tijj jij i'j 

^_5'l5^ J-J C^-1.»JAJ Uh 


''How maiiji apnlaoe did great Mahmud rake^ 

At whotie. tall towers the Moon did stand at gaze, 
Whereof one brick remnineth not in place, 
Though still re-echo ‘Utantri’s sweet lags.” 


When, the Monarch of tho World Sultan ‘AU’u’dtmyh 
wa’d-Din Abd ‘Ali al-irusayu b. al-Husayn, tlio Ohoico of 
the Prince of Believers (may his life bo long, and tlia 
umbrella of his dynasty victorious !) marched on Q-hazna to 
avenge those two martyred kings and laudable monurchs,'' 
whom Sultiin Bnhramshdh had previously put to death after 
the fashion of common thieves, treating them with every 
indignity, and speaking lightly of them,® he sacked Ghazna, 
and destroyed the buildings raised by Mahmud, Mas'iid, and 
Ibrdlnra, but he bought with gold the poems written in 
their praise, and placed them in his library. In that army 
ahd in that city none dared call them king, jmt ho himself 
would read that Shdhndma wherein Firdawsi says : — 


1 Q,utbu’d-DIn Miiliaramad and Sayfu’d-Dto SUri, both killed by BahiAinsliMi 
the Gbazinavkl, towards the middle of the sixth century of tbs Plight. Prora 
his devastation of Ghazm (a..u. 660, a.d. U66-6) ‘Alk’n’d-Din Ilnaayu the 
Glihrid leocived the title of Jcdidn-sis (“ the World-consumer ”). 

* This sentenoe is ohseure in the first portion. It runs ns follows in A. ; — 

^ ti. ^ , 1 ,. j *“* ‘il .... ^ he Aj^I 

(a. ^ ^ ^ 1 ^ -. * ^^hh.h.Md ^ U— fb* 








"JJ- 
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“ Of the child in its cot, ere its lips yet are dry 
From the milk of its mother, * MahmM ! ’ is the cry ! 
Mahmud, the Great King, who such order doth keep 
That in peace from one pool drink the wolf and, the sheep!” 

All wise men know lliafc heroin was no invcronco for 
Malimiiclj but only admiration for Firdaw&i and his verso. 
Had Malimdd understood this, ho would probably not have 
loft that noble man disappointed and despairing. 


Excinisus. 

Now tho poet must bo of tender tomporamenl, profound 
in thonght, sound in genius, clear of vision, quick of 
insight. He must be well versed in many divers sciences, 
and quick to extract what is best from his environment; 
for as poetry is of advantage in every science, so is every 
science of advantage in poetry. And the poet must be of 
pleasing conversation in social gatherings, of cheerful 
countenance on festive occasions; and his verse must have 
attained to such a level that it is written on the page of 
Time and celebrated on the lips and tongues of the noble, 
and be such that they transcribe it in books and recite it in 
ditfies. For the richest portion and most excellent part of 
poetry is immortal fame, and mitil it bo thus confirmed 
and published it is ineffectual to this end, and this result 
cannot accrue from it ; it will not survive its author, and, 
being ineffectual for the immortalizing of his name, how 
can it confer immortality on another ? 

But to this rank a poet cannot attain unless in the prime 
of his life and the season of his youth he commits to memory 

i. 
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20,000 couplets of the poetry of tbo Ancients and. 10,000 
verses of tbo works of tbo Modems, bolds tbem constantly 
before his eyes, and continnally reads and marks the diicans 
of tbo masters of bis art, observing how they have acquitic'd 
themselves in tbo strait passes and delicate places of song, 
in order that thus the fashion and varieties of verso may 
become ingrained in his ivature, and the defects and beauties 
of pootry may bo inscribed on the tablet of his under- 
standing. In this way his stylo will imin’ovo and his genius 
will develop. Then, when liis taste has been formed by 
wide reading of poetry, and his sfyle of expression is thus 
strengthened, lot him address himself seriously to tbo poetic 
art, study the science of Prosody, and peruse tbo works 
of Master Abu’l-IIasan Bahr^mi of Sarakbs, such as 
the “Goal of Proaodists” {Qhayaki’l-'Arkdiyyin), the 
“Thesaurus of Rhyme” (Kanzu’l-Qdjiya), and the works 
treating of poetic ideas and phraseology, plagiarisms, 
biographios, and all tbo soioncos of this class, with such 
a master as he deometb best, that thus ho in turn may como 
to merit tho title of Master, that his name may remain on 
the page of time like tho names of those other Masters^ 
which we have mentioned, and that ho may ho able to 
discharge his debt to his pati’on and lord for what ho obtains 
from him, so that bis name may endure for ever. 

mow it behoves tho King to patronize such a person, so 
that he may remain in his service and celebrate his praise. 
But if he fall below this level, he should waste no money 
on him and pay no heed to his poetry, especially if he bo 
old ; for I have investigated this mattei', and in the whole 
world have found nothing worse than an old poet, nor any 
money more ill spent than what is given to such. Por 
one so ignoble as not to have discovered in fifty years that 
what ho writes is bad, when will ho discover it ? But if 
he he young and has the right talent, even though his 
verse be not good, there is some hopo that it may improve, 
and according to the Law of Chivalry it is proper to 
patronize him, a duty to lake care of him, and an obligation 
to maintain him. 
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Now in the service of kings naught is better than 
improvisation, for thereby the king’s mood is cheered, his 
receptions are made brilliant, and tlio poot himself attains 
his ohjoct. Such favours as liudagi obtained fr<jm the 
House of Sdindn by his improvisations and by virtue of 
bis verso, none other ha(.h experienced. 


Anecdote xiii. 

They relate thus, that ]Sra,sr b. Ahmad, who was the 
central point of the Sdrnanid group, wiiose fortunes reached 
their zenith during the days of his rule, was most 
pleuteously equipped with every means of enjoyment and 
material of splendour — well-filled treasuries, an efBoient 
army, and loyal servants. In winter lie used to I’eside at 
Bukhdrd, his capital, while in summer ho used to go to 
Samarqand or some other of the cities of Ehurdsdri. Now 
one year it was the turn of Hcrdt. He spent the spring 
at Bddghis, whore are the moat charming pasture-grounds 
of Khurdsdn and Trdq, for there are nearly a thousand 
watoroourses abounding in water and pasture, any one of 
which would suffice for an army. 

When the beasts had well eaten, and had regained their 
strength and condition, and wore fit for warfare or to take 
the field, Nasr b. Ahmad turned his face towards Heicit, 
but halted outside the city of Marghazdr-i-Sapid and there 
pitched his camp. Cool breezes from the north were 
stirring, and the fruit was ripening in the districts of Malin 
and Kariikh ’ — fruit which cau he obtained in hut few 
places, and nowhere so choaj)ly. There the army rested. 
The climate was charming, the breeze cool, food plentiful, 
fruit abundant, and the air filled with fragrant scents, so 
that the soldiers enjoyed their life to the full during the 
spring and summer. 

' Seo Biiibier da Meyiiard’s Hid. de la Ferse, pp. 487, Bll-HlS, aoenrding 
to wlneh tlie tomar villago is clisiant from Horfi-t two parasnngs, tho lattei ton. 
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When Mih-rgdn * arrived, and the juice of the grape 
came into season, and tlie eglantine, basil, and yellow roolcct 
were in bloom, they did full justice to the charms of autumn, 
and took thieir fill of the pleasures of that season. Mihrgdn 
was protracted, for the cold did not wax aovore, and the 
grapes proved to be of oxceptional swootnoH.s. For in tho 
district of Herdt one hundred and twenty difforont vuriotioa 
of the grajiG occur, each swoclor and moro delicious Hum 
the other ; and amongst them aro in particular two kinds 
which are not to he found in any other region of the 
inhabited world, one called Tarniym^ and tho other Qulohkll^ 
tight-skinned, slender-cored, and luscious, so that you would 
surely say they Avere [flavoured with] cinnamon,'* A cluster 
of Gulchidi grapes sometimes attains a weight of five 
maunds ; they are black as pitch and sweet as sugar, nor 
can one eat many for the sweetness that is in them. And 
besides these there wero all sorts of other delicious fruits, 

So the Amir Nasr b. Ahmad saw Mihrgdn and its fruits, 
and was mightily pleased therewith. Then tho narcissus 
began to bloom, and the raisins wore plucked and stoned 
in Mdlin, and hung up on lines, and packed in chests ; and 
the Amir with his army moved into the two groups of 
hamlets called Ghura and Darwdz. There he saw mansions 
of which each one was like highest paradise, having heforo 
it a garden or pleasure-ground with a northern aspect. 
There they wintered, while the Mandarin oranges began 


* Tha festival ol tho autamual equiuox, which fell la the old Persiaa month 
’ of Mxhr. 

‘ So L. B. has Uy , A. . The usual meaning of tho word 

appears to he a sieve or haslcet made of osiers. See Horn’,? Asadl, p. 99, 1. 1 ; 
Salemann’s Shms i Mohrlt Lexicon, p. 96, 1. 13, and note ad oale. 

® Tho leading is very unoertain. A. has L. AsdK. 

^ Here also the reading is uncertain. I follow A,, wluoh seema to road: 

j'^ As D. has : Ja J/ 

^ ' I 
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fo arrive from Sistdn and the sweet oranges from M4zan- 
dardn ; and so they passed the winter in the most agreeable 
manner. 

When [the second] spring came, the Amir sent the 
horses to Bddghis and moved his camp to Malin [to a spot] 
between two streams. And when summer came, the fruits 
again ripened ; and when MiJirgAn came, he said, “Lot 
us enjoy Mihrgdn at Ileidt” ; and so from season to season 
he continued to procrastinate, until four years had passed 
in this way. For it was then the lieyday of tho Simdnian 
prosperity, and tho land was flourishing, the kingdom 
uumenaoed by foes, the army loyal, foitiino favourable, 
and heaven auspicious; yet withal the Amir’s attendants 
grow weary, and desire for home arose within them, while 
they beheld tho King quiescent, the air of Herht in his 
head and the love of llordt in his heart ; and in the 
course of conversation he would declare that he preferred 
HeiAt to the Garden of Eden, and would set its charms 
above those of the springtide of Beauty.' 

So they perceived that he intended to remain there for 
that summer also. Then the captains of the army and 
courtiers of the King went to Ahu ‘Ahdu’lldh Rddagi,^ 
than whom there was none more honoured of the King’s 
intimates, and none whose words found so ready an 
' acceptance. And they said to him : “ We will present thee 
with five thousand diiidrs if thou wilt contrive some artifice 
whereby the King may he induced to depart honce, for 
our hearts are dying for desire of our wives and children, 
and our souls arc like to leave us for longing after 
' Bukh&rA’’ Budagi agreed ; and since he had felt tho 
Amir’s pulse and understood his temper, he perceived that 
prose would not affect him, and so had recourse to verse. 


^ S6 A., \vMoli reads j\f ) ; wMo L. lias j(^, “a Olimese 

spiing.” 

See EtM’s excellent monagiaph, and his aitiolo in tho Enoyelojiactlia 
lii itanmoa , ako p. 62 of tho Journal loi Jimuaiy, 1899. 
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He therefore composed a qasida] and, when the Amir had 
taken his morning cup, came in and did obeisance, and 
sat down in hia place; and, when the musicians ceased, 
he took up the harp, and, playing the “ Lover’s air,” began 
this elegy : — ^ 

“ T/ie J k-yi-Muliyan icr call to mind, 

We hug for those dear friends long left behind.” 


Then he strikes a lower key, and sings ; — 



A- 




J.J I 




ooT 


ij) J o*' 



i t ^ 1 1 ^ 



A_; 

J 1 

^ i — ^ LIi'— Mii 


” The sands of 0.vas, toilsome though they be, 

Beneath my feet were soft as silk to me. 

Glad at the friend's return, the Oxiis deep 
Up to our girths in laughing imtes shall leap. 

Bong live Bidchdrd ! Be thou of good cheer ! 

Joyous toioards thee hasteth our Amir / 

The Mooli’s the Prince, Bukhara, is the sky ; 

0 Sky, the Moon shall light thee by and bye ! 
Bukhara ts the mead, the Cypress he ; 

Beoeive at last, 0 Mead, thy Cypress-tree I ” 

^ This poem is very well known, being ciled in almost all notices of RCiflagi’s 
life (e g by Onwlatslikb), m Foilies’ Tentm Oimnmat, pp. P', 2, 161-1G3, and 
in liloohmiuui’s Tiosodii of the Fenians, pp. 2-3, 
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When. Eudagi rcachod this verso, the Amir was so much 
affoctod that ho descondod from his throno, bostrodo the 
horso which was on sentry-duty,' and set off for Bukhara 
so precipitately that they carried his riding-bools after him 
for two parasang's, us far as Burdna,® and only then did 
he put thorn on ; nor did he draw rein anywhere till ho 
reached Bukhdrd, and Rudagi received from the army tho 
double of that five thousand dinars. 

At Samarqand, in the year a.ii. 504 (= a.d, 1110-1111), 
I hoard from tho Bihqdn Abu Rijd Ahmad b, ‘Abdu’s- 
Saraad al-'Abidi as follows: — “My grandfather, the Dihgdn 
Abiir Rijd, related that [on this occasion] when Rudagi 
reached Saraarqand, he had four hundred camels laden with 
his wealth.” And, indeed, that illustrious man was worthy 
of thi.s splendid equipment, for no one has yet produced 
a successful imitation of that elegy, nor found means to 
surmount triumphantly the difficulties [which the subject 
presents]. Thus tho Poet- laureate Mu'izzi was one of the 
sweetest singers and most graceful wits in Persia, and his 
poetry roaches tho highest level in freshness and sweetness, 
and excels in fluency and charm, Zaynu’l-Mulk Abd Sa‘d 
[b,] Hindii b, Muhammad b, Hindu of Isfahan® requested 
him to compose an imitation of this qasida, and Mu'izzi, 
unable to plead his inability so to do, wrote : — 

All l_S^ 

“ Ifotv achwicct/i liiistam from Mdmndaran, 

Now adcanceth Zayn-i-Miilk from Isfahan.” 


Xhing-%-mu'hatl. To provide against .my sudden amergeney, a lioiso, ready 
saddled and bridled, was kept alivayii at ibo gate of the King’s palace, and it is 
tliia ‘ santiy-Iiorse ’ to wliicli loleience is heie m.ada. 

* L. has [i , and in a maiginal nolo explains hwuna as moaning turban 

or bandkeroMef ; but A, has cU , and I snspeot tlmt it is leally a placo- 
narae. Of. Saobta’a remarks on the deiivation. of al-Blrdni’s name at p. 7 of 
bia translation of the Ghro%olagy of Aneient JT^altms. 

® See Iloutsma’s ed. of al-Bimd&ri’s Etitori/ of the Sdjiiqf,, pp. 93, 101, lOS. 
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All wise men will perceive how great is the dilFercnco 
between this poetry and that ; for who can sing with such 
sweetness as docs Eiidagl when he says : — 


“ Surely are renoion and pram a Insfincj gain, 
Even though the royal cqfiirs loss sustain ! ” 


For in this couplet are seven admirable touches of art : 
first, the verse is apposite ; secondly, aiitithctical ; thirdly, 
it has a refrain ; fourthly, it embodies an enunciation of 
equivalence ; fifthly, it has sweetness ; sixthly, stylo ; 
seventhly, energy. Every master of the craft, who has 
deeply considered the poetic art, will admit, after .a little 
reflection, that I am right. 


Anecdote xiv. 

The love borne by Mahmud Yaminu’d-Dawla to Ay&x 
the Turk is well known and famous. It is related that 
Ay&z was not remarkably handsome, but had several 
' good points. Of sweet expression and olive complexion, 
Symtnetrically formed, graceful in his movements, sensible 
and deliberate in action, he was mightily endowed with all 
the arts of courtiorship, in which respect, indeed, he had 
few rivals in his time, blow these are all qualities which 
excite love and give permanence to friendship. 

ISTow Mahmud was a pious and Qod-foaring man, and 
he wrestled with his love for Aydz so that he did not 
diverge by so much as a single stop from the Path of the 
Law and the Way of Chivalry. One night, however, at 
a carousal, when the wine had begun to affect him and love 
to stir within him, he looked at tho curls of Ay&z, and saw, 
as it were, amborgris rolling over the face of tho moon, 
hyacinths twisted about tho visage of the sun, ringlet upon 
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ringlet like a coat of mail; link upon link like a drain; 
in every ringlet a ih6usan(i hearts and under every look 
a hundred thousuiid souls. Thereupon love pliidced the 
reins of self- restraint from the hands of his cncliiranco, and 
lover-like he drew him to himself. Ihit the watchman of 
“ Hath noi Ond forbidden you to transgress ctf/ninst Him ? ” 
thrust forth his head from the collar of the Law, stood 
heforo Mahmud, and said; “0 Mahmud, minglo not sin 
with love, nor mix the false with the true, for such a slip 
will raise the Eoalm of Love in revolt against theo, and 
thou wilt fall like thy first father from Love’s Paradise, 
and remain afflicted in the world of Sin.” Tbo ear of his 
fortunate nature being quick to hear, he hearkened to this 
aunoimconient, and the tongue of his faith cried from his 
innermost soul, “ We believe and we affirm.” Then, again, 
he feared lest the army of his self-control might be unable 
to withstand the evolutions of the looks of Aydz, so, 
drawing a knife, ho placed it in the hands of Aydz, bidding 
him take it and cut off his curls. Aydz took the knife 
from his hands with an obeisance, and, having enquired 
whore he should cut them, was bidden to cut them in the 
middle. He therefore doubled back his looks to get the 
raeasureraont, executed the King’s command, and laid 
the two tresses heforo Mahmiid. It is said that this ready 
obedience became a fresh cause of lovo ; and Mahmiid called 
for gold and jewels and gave to Aydz beyond his usual 
custom and ordinary practice, after which he fell into 
a drunken sleep. 

When the morning breeze blew upon him, and be arose 
from sleep to ascend the Royal Throne, be romorabered 
what be bad done. He summoned Aydz and saw the 
clipped tresses. The army of remorse invaded his heart, 
and the peevish headacho born of wine settled on his brain. 
He kept rising up and sitting down aimlessly, and none 
of the courtiers or men of rank dared to address to him 
any enquiry, until at length Hdjib ‘AH Qarlb, who was 
tlie Ohiof Chamberlain, turned to ‘Hnsuri and said, “ Go, 
show thyself to him.” So ‘Hnsuri came in and did obeisance. 
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Mahmud raised his head and said: “I was just thinking 
of you. You see what has happened : say something on 
this suhjoct.” ‘Unsiu’i said : — ■ 

til ** t.iiii ^ 














“ Though shnine it he a fair one’s curls to shear, 
Why rise in wrath or sit in sorrow here ? 

Rather rejoice, make merry, call for xvinc ; 

When clipped the cypress doth most trim appear.” 


Mahmud was highly pleased noth this quatrain, and bade 
them bring gold and silver, which ho mixed together, and 
therewith thrice filled the poet’s lap. Then he summoned 
the minstrels before him, and drank wine to [the accom- 
paniraont of] those two vorscs whereby his melancholy had 
been dissipated, and recovered the equability of his temper. 


Anecdote xv. 

Now you must know that improvisation is the chief pillar 
of the Poetic Art ; and it is incumbent on the poet to train 
his talents to such a point as to be able to improvise on 
any subject, for thus is money extracted from the treasury, 
and thus can the king bo made acquainted with any matter 
which arises. All this is necessary to please the heart of 
one’s patron and the hunoour of him who is the subject 
of one’s eulogies ; and whatever poets have earned in the 
way of great rewards has been earned by improvisations 
and poems inspired by the occasion. 

Farrukhi was a native of Sistdn, and was the son of 
JuMgh,^ the servant of Amir Khalaf.® He was possessed 

' So A., but B. and L. read ^ ^ , wlule if. E. has . 

1 Seo Defidmoiy’s Jlistope des Satnanides, p. 26S. 
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of good talents, composed pleasing verses, and was a skilful 
performer on tlie harp ; and lie was retained in the service 
of one of tko diliqdns of Sistkn, who gave him a yearly 
allowance of two Inxndred moasures of corn, each containing 
five inaunds, and a hundred dirhams in silver coinage of 
Huh [which amply sulEced lor his needs]. But ho dosirod 
to marry a woman of Khalaf’s oliontago, whereby his 
expenses wore inoroasod, and the baskets and trays woro 
multipliod,^ so that Farrukhi remained without sufliciont 
provision, nor was there in SisUin anyone else save® their 
amirs, Mo therefore appealed to the Dihqdn, saying: “My 
expenses have been increased ; how would it be if the 
Dihqan should make ray allowance of corn three hundred 
maimds, and raise my salary by five hundred dirhams, so that 
my means may perhaps become equal to ray expenditure P ” 
The Dihqan wrote on the back of the appeal: “So much 
shall not be refused you, but there is no possibility of any 
further increase.” 

So Farrukhi was in despair, and made enquiries of such 
as arrived and passed by to hear of some patron in some 
region or part of the world who might look upon him 
with favour, so that ho might chance on a success; until 
at length they informed him that the Amir Abu’l-Mu^afiPar 
Chighfini in Chighdniyin* was a munificent patron of this 
class, conferring on them splendid presents and rewards, 
and was at that period comspicuous in this respect amongst 
the kings of the age and nobles of the time. On the subject 
of this choice Farrukhi says ; — 

^ Aaili aIA U j 


' The words j “ro oinittod by L. 

* J i' 

® L. baa ji for , so that Iho sense would then be “ anyone of their amirs.” 
^ Or, in its Arabioiaed form, SigMmydn, a place in Trnnsoxania, near Thmidli 
and Q,ub&.dh)y&n. See De Goejo's HM. Ocogr. Arab., where it is meutiouod 
repeatedly. 
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“In a oamvm of mei'ehand%se fyom Shtdn did I start, 

With fairies spun uUhin my Irain and mven ly my heart” 

In truth it is a fine elegy that he composed on the Poetic 
Art, inoomparnhle in the hoauly of its eulogios. 

So Favrukhi, having furnished himself with what was 
necessary for the journoy, act ont for Ohighdniyfiu. Now 
Abu’l-Mudhnffar had 18,000 mures, roadsters,^ each one of 
which was followed hy its colt. And ovory year tho Amir 
iised to go ont to brand the mares, and at this moment 
lie happened to be at the place where tho branding was 
done; while ‘Amid As'ad, who was bis steward, was at 
the capital preparing provisions to bo conveyed to the Amir. 
To him Farrukhi went, and recited a yaskla, and submitted 
to him the poetry he had composed for the Amir. 

Now ‘Amid As'ad was a man of parts and a poet, and 
in Farrulchi’s verse he recognized poetry at once fresh, 
sweet, pleasing, and masterly, while seeing the man himself 
to he ill-proportioned, clothed in a tom juhha worn anyhow, “ 
with a huge turban on his head after the manner of the 
Sagzis, of the most unprepossessing appearance from head 
to foot ; and this poetry, withal, in the seventh heaven. He 
could not believe that it had been composed by this Sagzi, 
and, to prove him, said: “The Amir is at the branding- 
ground, whither I go to wait upon him ; and thither I will 
take thee also, for it is a mighty pleasant spot — 

‘ World ivithin world of verdure wilt thou, see ’ — 

full of tents and lamps like stars, and from each tent 
come the songs of Rddagi, and friends sit together, drinking 
wine and making merry, 'while before the Amir’s pavilion 
a great fire is kindled, in size like unto several mountains, 

1 Tlie word is , o\plftinca in tke margin of L as moaning ^ sSi 


® Pish u pas. 
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whereat they brand the colts. And the King, with tlie 
goblet in one hand and the lassoo in the other, drinks 
wine and gives away horses. Compose, now, a qnslda, 
describing the branding-ground, so that I may take thee 
before the Amir.” 

That night li'arriikhi went and composed the following 
qnsida, which ho brought before ‘Amid : — ^ 

^ tjjj j-i •^Iri 

^ ( — ^ 11./* ^ibl t ^li t 

A-jjj (A^-J - 

^l— i L j ol— J 

1 ol— ^ ' 

^ i--5^ 

^ j lA— i 1 

1 A— .J (3*1 

' j' jJ j^ 

■■ 0 ^ ^ jjjld C l"~ j 


*• See pj). 114-117 ot tliB Hthogiaphed edition of PamiWii’s works piiblisliod 
at Titrkn for Mirzk Mahdi Klifin Baddin'-nigdr, poetically surnamod Miiklili?, 
in A.n. 1301. Of tils 62 bayts llioro given, only 22 are cited in the Ohahir 
Maqdla. The poem is also given hy Dawlatsh&h (pp. 56-57 of my forthcoming 
edition) . Only a few of the more important variants are noticed here. 

’ A gloss in tlie lithographed TihiAn edition explains this woid as moaning 
‘necklace’ (AiJ 
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* O-1-jO J L9> ^ ■Am) 

imI-^aaa^ b W^^ib 

^b— J L 

Ci y iiAi.,».M X < J^b ^ j b I AmwiiaJ 1-.X 

f ^ , . 

‘j\j tUri^yl ,_5 AjT ,_5-i j' 

^ 

JJ U}^ ‘^jj j( J'}^ tA c/ 
^LiXij 

iLj fj k 


J^4i-’'^' &iA.f (UlOjO 






*i_j\«3^ jAj^ <__>U«^ Ij 

^jUb-ji j\_5a_J Xl>^ Li ^L> 

^"t?™*** '* '' *' ' " '-^ 

jl)Jii.Awol o:— .it) l—j 


1 L. 1ms glossed in the margin as ‘slave-boys’ 

The Tibi’im ctL lias ^ISj,.'^, ‘ayes.’ 
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A* il**> L— G— Ij 


f!-^ 

c 


1— .J i I ^ 

^l— 

Y* I c y^^^ t cl* 3 ..g> Li-l?*?" 

i^U^S ^<y |_^^l_J j\ 1^— b 

^ ®(__/u.'<^ Ll^M^ 

^ AJb a / ^ \ 

l_; } |♦l-^-! Lj \j^\j£[-ii 


“ Since the meadow hides Us face in satin shot icith greens and 
blues, 

And the mountains wrap their hrotes in silken veils of seven 
hues, 

Earth is teeming like the mask -pod with aromas rich and rare, 

Foliage bright as parrot's pglumage doth the graceful willow 
wear. 

Yestere’en the midnight breezes brought the tidings of the 
spring : 

Welcome, 0 ye northern gales, for this glad promise which 
ye bring ! 

Up Us sleeve the wind, meseemeth, pounded musk hath stored 
aicay. 

While the garden fills its lap icith shining dolls, as though for 
play. 

^ L, gxibstilutes ‘ Falchr-i-JDawlat.’’ 

“ The Tilirta ed. has : ^ ^ ^ t 

“ So A. L. has J , 

*■ So A. aud L. The ed. has ^ t>\o Aj AA . 
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On the bvanches of syringa necklaces of pearls tre see, 

Jtniy earrings of Badakshdn sparkle on the Jadas-lrco, 

Binee the hranohes of the rose-hush carmine cups and leakers 
bore 

Miiman-llke fve~fingered hands reach dowmrards from the 
sycamore. 

Oai'dcns all chamoleon-eoated, branches tcith chameleon xchorls, 
Bearly-lusiroiis pooh around us, clouds above us raining pearls 1 
On the gleaming plain this coat of many colours doth appear 
Like a robe of honour granted in the court of our Amir. 

For our Prince’s Oamp of Branding slirroth in these joyful 
days, 

So that all this age of ours in joyful wonder stands agaze. 
Oreon uilhin the green you see, like skies within the jirmameni; 
Like a fort loithin a fortress spreads the army, tent on tent. 
Every tent contains a lover resting in his sivcetheart’s arms. 
Every patch of grass revealeth to a friend a favourite’s chartps. 
Harps are sounding ’midst the verdure, minstrels sing their 
lays divine, 

' Tents resound with clink of glasses as the pages pour the toine. 
Kisses, claspings from the lovers; coy reproaches from the fair ; 
Wine-horn slumbers for the sleepers, while the. minstrels wake 
the air. 

Branding fires, like suns ablaze, are kindled at the spacious gale 
Leading to the Btate-pavilion of our Prince so fortunate. 

Leap the flames like gleaming lances draped icith yellow-lined 
broccKle, 

Hotter than a young man’s temper, yellower than gold assayed. 
Branding tools like coral branches ruby-tinted gloie amain 
In the fire, as in the ripe pomegranate glows the crimson grhin. 
Bank on rank of active boys, whose tvaichful eyes no slumber 
knoio ; 

Steeds which still await the branding, rank on rank and row 
on row. 

On his horse, the river-forder, roams our genial Prince afar, 
Beady to his hand the lassoo, like a young Xsfandiydr. 

Like the locks of pretty children see it how it curls and bends, 
Yet be sure its hold is stranger than the covenant of friends. 
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Bu' l-lln^infar Shah the Jmt, surroundpcl hi/ a nolle hand, 
King and conqueror of cities, brave defender of the land. 
8erq)ent-coiled in skilful hands fresh forms his whirling noose 
doth take, 

Like unto the rod of Moses metamorphosed to a snake. 
Whosoever hath been captured by that noose and eircUng line, 
On the face, and flank and shoulder erer bears the Royal sign. 
Bat, though on one side he brands, he giveth also rich rewards, 
Leads his poets leith a bridle, binds his guests as though with 
cords.” 


When 'Amid As'ad heard this elegy, he was overwhelmed 
with amazement, for never had the like of it reached his 
cars. He put aside all his business, mounted Farrukhi on 
a horse, and set out for the Amir, whose presence he entered 
about sundown, saying: “0 Sire, I bring thee a poet the 
like of whom the eye of Time hath not seen since Daqiqi’s 
face was veiled in dejith.” Then he related what had 
passed. 

So the Amir accorded Farrukhi an audience, and when 
he came in he did reverence, and the Amir gave him his 
hand, and as.signed him an honourable place, enquiring 
after his healtk, treating him with kindness, and inspiring 
him with hopes of favours to come. When the wine had 
gone round several times, Farrukhi arose, and, in a sweet 
and plaintive voice, recited his elegy, beginning : — 


“Zn a caravan of merchandise from Sistdn did I start. 

With fabrics spun irithin my brain and woven in my heart.” 


When he had finished, the Amir, himself something of 
a poet, expressed his astonishment at this qaflda. ‘Amid 
As‘ad said, “Wait till you see!” Farrukhi was silent 
until the wine had produced its full effect on the Amir, 
then he arose and recited this elegy on the branding-ground. 
The Amir was amazed, and in his admiration turned to 
Farrukhi, saying: “They have broug-ht in a thousand colts, 
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all with white foreheads, fetlocks, and feet. Thou art 
a ouniiiug rascal, a Sagzl; catch as many as thou art able, 
that they may he thine.” Farrukhi, on whom the wine 
had produced its full effect, caino out, took his turban from 
his head, hurled himself into tho midst of tho herd, and 
chased a drove of them before him across the plain ; but, 
though he caused them to gallop hither and thither, he 
could not oatoh a single one. At length a ruined rest-house 
situated on the edge of the camping-ground came into view, 
and thither the colts flod. Farrukhi, being tired out, placed 
his turban under his head in the porch of the rest-house, 
and at once went to sleep, by reason of Ins extreme weariness 
and the effects of the wine. When they counted the colts, 
they were forty-two in number. The Amir, on being told 
of this, laughed and said : “ He is a lucky fellow, and will 
come to great things. Look after him, and look after the 
colts as well. When he awakes, waken me too.” So they 
obeyed the King’s orders. 

Next day, after sunrise, Farrukhi arose. The Amir had 
already risen, and, when he had performed his prayers, he 
gave Farrukhi an audience, treated him with great con- 
sideration, and handed over the colts to his attendants. 
He also ordered Farruklil to bo given a horse and equip- 
ments suitable to a man of rank, as well as a tent, three 
camels, five slaves, wearing apparel, and carpets. So 
Farrukhi prospered in his service, and enjoyed the greatest 
circumstance, and waited upon Salt4u Mahmud, who, seeing 
him thus magnificently equipped, regarded him with the 
same regard, and his affairs reached that pitch of prosperity 
which they reached, so that twenty servants^ girt with silver 
girdles rode behind him. 


Anecdote xvi. 

In the year a.h. 510 (a.d. 1116-1117) the King of Isldm 
Sanjar, the son of Malikshdh the Seljuq (may God be 
merciful to him !), chanced to be encamped at the spring 
season within the marches of Tus, in the plain of Taruq, 
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when I, in liopes of obtaining some favour, joined bis Oouit 
from Herat, having then nothing in the way of equipment 
or provision. I composed a qa^hla and. 'wont to Mu'izzi, the 
Poet-laureate, to seek for his counsel and support. lie 
looked at my poom, and, having tested my talents in several 
ways, behaved in tlio most noble manner, and deemed it 
his duty to act in the way befitting so groat a man. 

One day I e.vprossed in his presence a hope that Fortune 
would be more favourable to me, and oomphiiued of my 
liiok. He answered genially: “Thou hast labourod hard 
to acquire this science, and hast fully mastered it : surely 
this will have its effect. My own case was precisely similar ; 
and good poetry has never yet been wasted. Thou hast 
a goodly share in this art: thy verso is even and melodious, 
and is still improving. Wait and see the advantages which 
thou wilt reap from this soionce. For though Fortune 
sliould at first ha grudging, matters wdl eventually turn, out 
as thou wishost. 

“ My father Burhdnt, the Poet-laureate (may God be 
merciful to him !), passed away from this transitory to that 
eternal world in the town of Qazwin in the early part of 
the reign of Malikshdh, ontrusiing me to the King in tills 
verse, since then become famous : — ^ 

Iacs^ t.-Jilct' A..#! 1 

‘ I am flitting, but I leave a wn behind me, 

And commend him to my Qod and to my King.’ 

“ So my father’s salary and allowances were transferred 
to me, and I hecame Mahkshdh’s court-poet, and spent 
a year in the King’s service; yet was I unable to see him 
saye from a distance, nor did I get one dinar of my salary 


’ this verse, to wliioh are added soveial others, is commonly asoribsd to 
the Fidhfuntt’l-Mulk, o g by Dawlalshhli (p 69 of my forthnoming editioa). 
Apart feom the dmprobamlity that one who lay dying of a inoital wound would 
bo in the mood to oompoee versos, wo learn from this anecdote that the 
Kidhdmn’l-Mulk “had no opinion of poets bocanso ha had no skill in their an ” 
The verse which gives hts ago as 94 at the time of h;s death (he was actually 
80 at most) is alone enough to dieeiedit tho stoiy. 
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or one inaund of my allowances, while ray expondituro was 
inci'oasod, I became involved in debt, and my brain was 
perplexed by my affairs. For that groat Minister tlio 
lSri(^4mn’l-Mulk (may God be merciful to him I) bad no 
opinion of poets, because bo bad no skill in tbeir art; nor 
did bo pay any attention to any one of tbo religious leador-s 
or mystics, 

“ One day — it was tbo ovo of the day on wliicb tbo now 
moon of Ramadan was duo to appear, and T bad not 
a fartbing for all tho expenses incidental to that month and 
the feast which follows it — T went thus sad at heart to 
tbo Amir ‘Ali Furamarz^ ‘Ala’u’d-Dawla, a man of royal 
jDarentage, a lover of poetry, and tbo intimate companion 
and son-in-law of tbo King, with wliorn ho enjoyed tbo 
highest honour and before Avhom ho could speak boldly, for 
bo held high rank under that administration. And bo had 
already been my patron. I said : ' May my lord’s life bo 
long !, Hot all that tho father could do can tho sou do, nor 
does that which aoorued to the father accrue to the son. 
My father was a bold and energetic man, and was sustained 
by his art, and the martyred King Alp ArsMn, (ho lord 
of the world, ontertainod the highest opinion of him. But 
what be could do that can I not, for modosty forbids me. 
I have served this prince for a year, and have contracted 
debts to the extent of a thousand dindrs, and have not 
received a farthing. Grave permission, then, for tby servant 
to go to Kishdpur, and discharge his debts, and live on that 
which is left over, and express bis gratitude to this victorious 
Dynasty.’ 

‘“"Thou speakest truly,’ replied Amir ‘Ali : ‘we have 
all heen at fault, but this .shall be so no longer. The King, 
at the time of Evening Prayer, will go np to look for tho 
moon. Thou must be present there, and we will see what 
Fortune will do.’ Thereupon he at once ordered me to 
receive a hundred dindrs to defray my Ramaddn expenses, 


" Piobalily ‘,U1 li. Eaiftmarz the K&kwayhid is iutoudeil See Laae’i 
Muhammadan Dynamics, p. 145. 
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and a pyrse containing this sum in JSTishapiir coinage wns 
forthwith brought and placed before me. So I returned 
mightily well pleased, and made my preparations for 
Raraadan, and at the time of the second prayer went to tlio 
King’s pavilion. It chanced that ‘AM’u’d-Dawla arrived 
at the very same moment, and I paid ray respects to 
him. ‘ 'I'liou hast done excellently well,’ said he, " and 
ha, St come punctmtlly.’ Then he dismounted and wont in 
before the King. 

“ At sundown the King came forth from his pavilion, 
with a cross-bow in his hand and ‘AlAn’d-Dawla on his 
right hand. I ran forward to do obeisance. Amir ‘Ali 
continued the kindnesses ho had already shown me, and 
then busied himself in looking for the moon. The King, 
liovvovcr, was the first (o see it, whci’cat he wns mightily 
pleased. Then ‘Ald'u’d-Dawla said to me, ‘ 0 son of 
Eurhani, say something api^roprlatc,’ and I at once recited 
these two couplets : — 


‘ ‘ i_^/ 


‘ Mclkinks, 0 Moon, than art our Prince’s Imv, 
Or his curved ei/ehroic, ichich doth charm us so, 
Or else a horseshoe wrought of gold refined, 

Or ring from Heaven’s ear depending low.’ 


“ When I had submitted these verses, Amir ‘All applauded, 
and the King said: ‘Go, loose from the stable whichever 
horse thou pleasest.’ When 1 was close to the stable, 
Amir ‘Ali designated a horoC which was brought out and 
given to ray attendants, and which proved to he worlh 
SOO dindrs of Nishapur. The King then went to his 
oratory, and I performed the evening prayer, after which 
wo sat down to meat. At the table Amir ‘Ali said; ‘ 0 son 
of Burhdni ! Thou has not jrat said anything about this 
favour conferred on thco by the lord of the world. Oomposo 
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a quatrain at once ! ’ I tliereupoQ sprang to my feet and 
1 edited these two verses : — 

^ AJOJ il—^ \y* ;A- 

^ il— * jJj jJ \j~r^ ii" 

j\ ^-^-J U-ji ^ 

AwuMi-£sq j oij 

‘ The King beheld the fire which in me blazed : 

Me from loio earth above the moon he raised: 

From me a verse, like water fluent heard, 

And su'ift as wind a noble steed conferred,’ 


"When I recited these versos 'AU’u’d-Dawla warmly 
applauded me, and by reason of his applause the King gave 
me a thousand dindrs. Then ‘Ald’u’d-Dawla said : ' He hath 
not yet received his salary and allowances. To-morrow 
I will sit by the Minister until he writes a draft for his 
salary on Isfahdn, and orders his allowances to be paid out' 
of the treasury.’ Said the King; ‘Thou must do it, then, 
for no one else has sufficient boldness. And call this poet 
alter ray title.’ How the King’s title was MuHzzn’d~Dunyd 
wa’d-Din, so Amir ‘Ali called me MuHzzi. ‘Amir Mu'izzi,’ 
said the King, [correcting him]. And this noble lord was 
so zealous for me that next day, by the time of the first 
prayer, I had received a thousand dindrs as a gift, twelve 
hundred more as allowances, and an order for a thousand 
maunds of com. And when the month of Ramaddii was 
past, he summoned me to a private audience, and caused 
me to become the King’s boon-companion. So my fortune 
began to improve, and thenceforth he made enduripg 
provision for me, and to-day whatever I have I possess by 
the favour of that Prince. May God, blessed and exalted 
is He, rejoice his dust with the lights of His Mercy, by His 
Pavour and His Grace ! ” 
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Anecdote xvii. 


The Ilouse of Soljiiq were all fond of poetry, hut none 
more so than 'I’ughiln Shdh b. Alp Arsldn,* whose con- 
versation and interoourse was entirely with poots. and 
whose favourite companions were almost all of this class — 
men such as Amir Abd ‘Abdu’llaii Qurashi, Abii Eakr 
Azraqi,®* Abu Mausdr, Abu Yusuf, Hlmjd'i of Fasd, Ahmad 
Hadihi,'* Haqiqi and Nasimi, all of whom enjoyed a defiuite 
status, while many others kept oorning and going, all 
departing with gifts and joyful countenances. 

One day the Eling was playing backgammon with Ahmad 
Badihi. They were linisliing a game for [a stake of] ten 
thousand [dinars], and the Amir had two pieces in the sixth 
house and Ahmad Badilii two pieces in the first house 
and it was the Amir’s throw. He threw with the most 
deliberate care, in order to cast two sixes, instead of which 
he threw two ones, whereat he was mightily vexed and 
left the board, while his anger rose so high and reached 
such a pitch that each moment he was like to put his hand 
to his sword, and Ids courtiers trembled like the leaves of 
a tree, seeing that he was a king, and withal a boy angered 
at such spite of Fortune. 

Then Abii Bakr Azraqi arose, and, approaching the 
minstrels, recited this quatrain: — 


Alai I ’ 

' aU-j aIa 






A — ^ l- 


* Called by EifU-quK Klilin (M.F., i, 1.19) Tugbfmsli&h b. Malik-i-Mu’ayyad. 

Houtama’s Htsi. des Seljotictdes de Kermdn, pp. Ill, 119, 142. 

* ‘Awff’s £uJjdb, cb. 1 , No. 3 ; Dawlatsli&li (pp. 72-73 of my ed ), Tabaqa ii, 
Nq. 1 ; and M.Jf., vol. i, pp. 139-162. 

Af.j?., i, p. 169. Ills waa Majdu’d-DSa and bis m'sia .SajdTOndi. 

‘ For the eiplanatiou of this pasaago I am indebted to my hiend Mirzk 
'Abdn'l-Sliaitdr of the Paisiaii Legation. Tlio six ‘ housoa ’ on eaoli side of the 
backgammon board are naraed (proceeding frura loft to liglit) as follows: 
(1) Ic/ml-Ithdn or yak-gdh, (2) iu-k/ian, (3) u-khdn, (4) Dhahiir-khan, (5) bdj-dar, 
(6) shsh^khdn or shiih-da) -gdh . The mmibors coiiliuiied in tliose names 
alliido to the numbers whioh must be thrown with the dice to got tlie pieces 
which occupy them oft tiio boaid. 
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ol. - - ,*|’||» ibt ^> 1 ^ 

ol.^ (JLf I — ' *'!tj AiA* 

“ Reproncli not Fortune with discourteous tricks 
Jf bp the King, desiring double six, 

Two ones were thrown; for whomsoe'er he calls 
Face to the earth before him prostrate falls.” 

Wlien I was at TIer4t in llic year a. it. iiOO (a.d. lllo— 
1U6), Abu Mansur and Abu Yusuf rolatod to me that 
tile Amir Tuglu'uisliah. was so clnirraed and delighted with 
these two verses that he kissed Azrnqi on the eyes, called 
for gold, and siicoossively placed five hundred dindrs in 
his mouth, continuing thus to reward him so long as one 
gold piece was left. Thus did he recover his good humour 
and such largosae did he bestow, and the cause of all this 
was one quatrain. May God Almighty have mercy on 
both of them, by Ilia Favour and Grace ! 


Anecdote xviii. 

In the year A.H. 472 (a.d. 1079-1080) ' a certain spiteful 
person laid a statement before Sultan Ibrdhim to the effect 
that his son, Mahmud Sayfu’d-Dawla, intonded to go to 
‘Irdq to Malikshdh. The King’s jealousy was aroused, and 
it so worked on him that suddenly he had his son seized, 
bound, and interned in the fortress of N4y. Ilia son’s 
intimates also he arrested and interned, amongst them 
Mas‘ud-i-8a‘d-i-Salman, whom he sent to Yajiristdn,^ to 


’ The two MSS. and D. all hare “S72,” an evident error, for (1) Snlthn 
Ibrahim tlie Ghaznnvkl reigned a.k. 461-492 (a.I). 1069-1099); (2) Maliksliah 
reigned a.h. 406-486 (a.d. 1072-1092) , (8) the poet in question died in a.h. 615 
or .62.5 (a.d. 1121 or 1130); (4) the Ckahdr Maqdla, ns wo have already soen, 
was written during the lifetime of Snltta ‘AlMu’d-Dln Husiiyn Jaheinsm, i.o. 
before A.n. 666 (a.d. 1161). 

® So A., L. : B. has _ I cannot identify the word, and 

suspect that the reading is wrong. 



THE rOElTC AET — MAS'iId-I-SA'D-I-SALmAn. 


73 


the Cahtlo of N^y ; whence he sent to the King the following 
quatrain which he had composed; — 

y iSiJ 1) lijb <two (.jl jJ liiO 

“ 0 King, 't is Mnlihhdh should war thy chain, 

That royal limbs might fret with captive’s pain, 

But Sn'd-i- Sat man’s offspring could not hurt, 

Though venomous as poison, thy domain ! ” 


'All Khdss bronght this quatrain to the King, hut it 
produced no efl'eot on him, though all wise and impartial 
critics will rocognisie what rank Mas'iid’a poems of captivity^ 
hold in lofty feeling, and what degi’oe in eloquence. Some- 
time.s, wlicn I read his verses, the liair stands on end on 
iny body, and the tears are like to tricklo from my eyes. 
But when those versos wore read to the King, and he heard 
them, they affected him not at all, and not one particle 
of his being was warmed to enthusiasm, so that ho departed 
from this world leaving that noble man in prison. Khwdja 
Salmdn says : — * 


‘ ciV'-' urf.' f 

to AiiJ 

1,*4J J Cta^ltXi 1 ^ 


1 I adopt B/s reading, . A. has . 

2 These verses are inserted in the margin of A. (f. 20») only. 
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I ■■I * > mj 

‘ j»p- 

^ 1 ^ b 

c^“’ ty 


" Naught m-veci the mds ofslatevnen m'e that I, 

A helpless exile, should in fetters he, 

Nor do they deem me safe within their cells, 

Unless surrounded hy ten sentinels ; 

Which ten sit ever by the gates and walls, 

And ever one unto his comrade calk ; 

‘ No there ! On guard 1 This cunning rogue is one 
To fashion bridge and steps from shade and sun ! ’ 
Why, grant I stood arrayed for such a fight, 

And suddenly sprang forth, attempting flight, 
Could elephant or raging lion hope, 

Thus cramped in prison-cage, with ten to cope ? 
Gan I, bereft of weapons, take the fleld, 

Or make of back and bosom bow and shield?" 


So, by reason of bis relation to Sayfu’d-Dawla, be remained 
imprisoned for twelve years in the days of SultAu Ibrdblin, 
And Abb Nasr of Pdrs,^ on aoconnt of bis like relation, 
Was imprisoned for eight years, though none hath been 
beard of who bath produced so many splendid elegies and 
rare gems of verse as were born of bis brilliant genius. 
After eight ^ years Tdbir ‘All of Miisbkdn, Tbiqatu’l-Mulk, 


' I can find no menUon of a poot of this name, and am inclined to think that 
the author of the oldest extant Esrsian version of Kalila and Dtmna (lithographed 
at Tabriz, A h. 1306) is meant In this volume bis name is given as Nidhhmu’d- 
Din Abu’I-Ma'fili llajm’llah h. ‘Abdn’l- Hamid, but m M A' (vol. i, p. 655) 
as No^iru’d-Din [b.] ‘Abdu’l-IIamid-i-Efirsi-i-Sbirbzi. Some of the verses 
whioh he composed m prison are there rated, 

■* L. has ‘ twentj 
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brought him forth from hia bondage, so that, in short, 
during this King’s reign that illustrious man spent all bis 
life in captivity, and the ill reputo of this deed remained 
on this TIouso. I hesitate as to the motives wliich are to 
be assigned to this act, and whotber it is to be ascribed 
to strength of purpose, or a heedless nature, or hardness of 
heart, or a malicious disposition. In any case it was not 
a laudable deed, and I have never mot with any sensible 
man who was prepared to praise that dynasty for sucli 
inflexibility of purpose or excess of caution. And I heard 
it remaiked by the King of the World Q-hiydthu’d-Diu 
wa’d-Dunyd Muhammad,* the son of Mablsshdh, at the 
Gates of Ilamaddn, on the occasion of the rebellion of his 
son-in-law, Amir Shiliabu’d-Din Q,utulmush Alp Glidzi : 
“ It is the sign of a malicious heart to keep a foe imprisoned, 
for one of two things, either he means well or ill. Then, 
if the former, it is an injustice to keep him in prison ; and 
if the latter, it is again an injustice to suffer an ill-doer 
to live.” In short that misery of Mas'ud passed, while this 
ill repute will otidure till the Kesurreotion. 


Anecdote xix. 

In the time of SuMn Khidr b. Ibidhim the power of the 
Khdq^ms^ was at its most flourishing period, while the 
strength of their administration and the respect in which 
it was held weie such as could not he surpassed. 

Now he was a wise, just, and sagacious luler, and to him 
, appertained the dominion of Transoxaiiia and Tuikistdri, 
while he enjoyed the most complete security on the side of 
Khnrdsdn, wherewith he was allied by friendly relations, 
kinship, ajid firm treatises and covenants. And of the 


‘ Thessremtt) SeljUij fang, -who reigned A.n 498-SU {a d. 1104-1117). 

* The dynasty called Ilak Khans (see Lane’s Mnkanmadan DynaiUfs, 
pn LSl-ldn) seems to be meant. I, has ‘ Sdmams ‘ Kindi Khta b Alni’l- 
Mudhafflar ‘Imt-dii’d-Daivla IbitiMin Tnfghft] Kliaa loigned about ah 47.2-188 
(ad. 107D-1006). 
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eplendour maintained by Mm one detail was this, tliat when 
ho rode out they carried before his borao, besides other 
arms, seven bundrod maces of gold and silver, lie was, 
moreover, a gieat patron of poets, and in liis sorvioe wero 
Amir Ain'aq,^ Master RaabifbV Najjir-i-Sagharclu, ‘Ali 
Pdnidi,® the son of Dargluiah,* tlic son of Isfaidyini, ’Ali 
Sipihri,'"' and Najibi of Farghana, all of vvlioiu obtiiiiu'd 
rich rewards and vast honours. The 1 ’net- laureate was 
Amir ‘Ain'aq, who had profiled abundantly by that dynasty 
and obtained the most ample circumstaiico, comprising fair 
damsels, well-paced horse.s, golden vessels, sumptuous apparel, 
and servants, biped and quadruped, innnmorablo. lie was 
greatly honoured at the King’s Court, so that of necessity 
the other poets must ncoda do him reverence. Such homage • 
as from the others ho desired from blaster Ilashidi also, 
hut heroin he was disappointed, for Kashidi, though still 
young, was nevoriholess learned in his art. The Lady 
Zaynab was the special object of bis panegyrics, and ho 
enjoyed the fullest favour of the King, who was continually 
praising him and asserting his merits, so that RashidCs 
affairs prospered, the title of “ Prince of poets ” ^ was 
conferred on him, he continued to rise higher in the King’s 
opinion, and from him received gifts of great value. 

One day, in Rashidi’s absence, the King asked ‘Ara'aq : 

“ Wliat thinkeat thou of the verse of Rashidi, ‘ the Prince 
of poets’?” “ His verse,” replied ho, “is extremely good 
and chaste and correct, but it wants spice.” 

After some while had elapsed, Rashidi came in and did 
obeisance, and was about to sit down when the King called 
him before himself, and said, teasing him as is the way 
of kings : “ I asked the Poet-laureate just now, ‘ How is 
Rashidi’s poetry?’ He replied that it was good, but 
wanted spice. Row you must compose a quatrain on this 

' Seo n 19 on p. 46 supra. 

^ Mentioned briefly lu the /(tashkada amongst the poets of M£iivarS.’u’li-Nahr. 

® See n. 22 on p 46 supia. 

* See n. 23 on p 46 wpia. 

® See 11 . 1 on p. 47 mpia. 

® Sayjidii’sii-blm’aifi 
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subject.” Rasbull, with a bow, sat down in bis place and 
improvised tbo lollowing fragment : — 


iXj b [ I J ^ ^ ^ *' '.-WJ ^ J ^ 

‘ aAj \ j~j ^\ LUUj ^ y-J La-i-^jibb ^ j**L^ 


" You dif/mnim my verse as ‘wanting spice,’ 

And jcossibly, my friend, you may be right. 

My verse is honey-flavoured,, sugar-sweet. 

And spioe wdh such could soareely cause delight. 
Spice is for you, yon blackguard, not for vie. 

For beans and turnips is the stuff you, loriie !” 


Wbou be rooited tbeso vorsos the King was mightily 
pleased. And in Transoxania it is the custom and practice 
to place in tbe nudionce-chambors of kings and others gold 
and silver in trays which they call sim-fdqd or ju.ft ; ^ and 
in this audience of Kbidr Kbdn’s there wero sot four trays 
of rod gold, each containing two hundred and fifty din&rs j 
and these he used to dispense by the handful. On this day 
he ordered Rashidi to receive all four trays, so he obtained 
the highest honour, and became famous. For just as 
a patron becomes famous by the verse of a good poet, so 
do poets likewise achieve renown by receiving a great reward 
from the king, these two things being interdependent. 


Anecdote xx. 

Master Abu’l-Qasirn Firdawsi® was one of the Dihqans 
of Tds, from a village called Bazh, in the district of 


^ . b lilb j . . b J ' • _5 (3^* ■ 

® This anecdote is cited by Ibii WandiyiiT iii his j/Ttsfori/ nf Tnianstcin 
(ah. 613, A.n, 1216; sob Iti'eu’s I’e/mu Gatahgm, pp. 202-201 and 633}), 
■whonce il -wna o\ 06 i'pted and published, with n Gorman transhition, by Etiio 
(1?.D jJf <?., vol. xlvm, pp. 89-94). It was also ntiliaed by Noeldeke in his 
hanl^fhc NatwMUpoi. {Cfmndrm d. Inm. J’htlologte, vol, li, p 160 et seqq.). 
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Tabfiran/ a large village capable of supplying a Uiousand 
men. There T’irdawsi enjoyed an excellent position, so 
that he was rendered quite independent of his neighbonra 
by the income which he derived from his lands, and he had 
but one child, a daughter. Ilis one desire in putting the 
Book of Kings {Shdhnama) into verse was, out of the reward 
which ho might obtain for it, to supply lior w'ith an adequate 
dowr^n And to this end ho left notliing undone, raising 
his verse as bigli as heaven, and causing it in sweet fluoney 
to lesomhlo running water. Wliat genius, indeed, could 
raise verse to such a height, as he does in tlie letter written 
hy Zdl to Sdm the son of Koriman in Mdznndar^n, when he 
desired to ally himself with Rtiddba the daughter of the 
King of Kdbul : — ^ 


ii. ^ ^ <iV iJji.iiiJ ^ .w tf 

^ 

^ 

‘ 

j1 j\ 


jb i«a-.'*ua£r' 


j |»l its 

If 1. 


1 I I ^ J 




i-j 


-c — jt) 


“ T/ien to Sdin straightway sent he a letter, 

Filled With Jair praises, prayers, and good greeting. 
First made he mention of the World-Maker, 

Who doom dispemeth and doom fulfilleth. 

' On Niram’s son 8dm,’ wrote he, ‘ the sword4ord. 
Mail- clad and mace-girt, may the Lord's peace rest ! 
Hurler of horse troops in hot-contested fights, 

F'eeder of carrion-fowls withfoemen’s fiesh-feast. 


* A., B., L. all have “ Tahaiistln.” See, however, Noeldeke, loo. oit., 

p. 161, 

* These verses (with some vananta) will he found on pp, 124-5 of vol. i of 
Turner Macan’s edition of the SMhudma (Calcutta, 1829). 
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Mnising the roar of strife on the red war-field, 

From the grim war-elonds grinding the gore-shower. 
Who, by his manly might merit on merit 
Heaps, till his merit merit outnwasures.’ ” 


111 oloquenco I know of no poetry in Persian wliick equals 
tlxis, and but little even in Arabic. 

When Firdawsi had completed the Shdhndma, it ■was 
Iransoribcd by ‘AH Daylam® and recited by Abu DulaE,® 
both of wbora he mentions by name in iendering his 
thanks to Ha’iy-i-Qutayba,® the governor of Tus, who had 
conferred on Firdawsi many favours : — 


^ (jW" 


‘ cU-SJ 


“ Of the men of renown of this city ’Ali Daylam and Abh 
Dutaf have participated in this book. 

From them mg portion teas naught sane ‘ Well done ! ’ 

My gall-bladder was like to burst with their ‘ Well dones.’ * 
Ha’ly the son of Qutayba is a nobleman who asks me not for 
unrewarded verse. 

I am cognizant neither of the principles ngr the aptplicalions 
of iax-eoUeoting ; 

I lounge [at ease] in the midst of mg quilt.” ^ 


I Boor (IS ttiis rendering is, I am strongly of opinion that for an English 
tendering of the Shdhndma, (ivhich always seems to me very analogous in aim, 
scope, land tieatnient to that httle-road English epic, the Brut of Layamon), the 
old English allitarative verse would be the most suitable form. 

’ See Noeldoke, loo. cit., p. 153, and n. 2 ad aale. 

> So A, and L. B. has the more usual “ Husayn b. Qutayb.’" Of. bfoeldeke, 
loo. oit. 

^ i 0 ., I am siqk of tbeir barren and unprofitable plandita. As these poor men 
rendered him material service in other ways, Eirdawsl’a remarks seem rather 
ungrateful, 

* What follows is evidently an explanation of this oo'liplot, B’irdawsi means 
that being no longer vexed with the exactions of the tax-gatherer, he oan now 
repose in peace. 
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Jla’iy the son of Qutayba was the revenue-collector of 'fus, 
find doetned it his duly at least to abate the taxes payable 
by Firdawsi ; hence naturally his name will endui’e till the 
ItesuiToction and kings will road it. 

So ‘All Daylnm transcribed the Slidhndiim in seven 
volumes, and Firdawsi, talcing with him Abii Fulaf, sot 
out for Glianna. Thoro, by the liolp of the groat Minister 
Ahmad Hasan ^ the sooretary, he presented it, and it was 
accepted, Sult4n Malimud expressing himself as greatly 
indebted to bis Minister. But the Prime Minister had 
enemies who were continually casting the dust of perturbation 
into tho cup of his position, and Mahmud consulted with 
them as to what he sbonld give Firdawsi. They replied: 
“ Fifty thousand dirhams, and even that is too much, seeing 
that he is in belief a E^fidi and a Mu'tazilite. Of his 
Mu'tazilite views this verse is a proof : — 

(U 

' 77/;/ gaze the Greater can never ilencnj ; 

Then wherefore, by gazimj, dont weary thine eye ? ’ 

“ while to his Ehficli proclivities those versos of his witness : 

pb Aw j\ ^ ^A-JjIa/A 

ii j—J ^ aIxsA jS>- 

J_j)\ ‘ Lj jA_j 

s\j ^ i J * CW..k«A« s\i.t Ajl AJ 

Lji (•-* j 

‘ So A., n., and L. Nooldoka (loc. cit., p, 163) has nusiijn b. Al,lmad. 

’ Both MSS. liaTB Ak.<i^iA. . 
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‘ When the Lord of the World established the Sea, the fierce wind 
stirred up waves thereon, 

Thereon, as it were, sevoiti/ ships wrought, all with sails set. 

Amongst them one vessel, fair as a bride, decked with colour 
like the eye of the cook, 

Therein the Prophet with ‘AH, and all the household of the 
Prophet ana his Vioar. 

If thou desirest Paradise in the other World, take thy place 
by the Prophet and his Trustee. 

If ill acorues to thee thereby, it is my fault : know this, that 
this way is my way. 

In this I tons born, and in this I toill pass away : know for 
a surety that I am as dust at the feet of ‘AH.’ ” 

Now SultAn Malimud was a zealot, and i.e lisfened to these 
imputations and caught hold of them, and, to he brief, only 
twenty ' thousand dirhams were paid to Hakim Firdawsi. 
He was bitterly disappointed, went to the bath, and, on 
coming out, bought a drink of sherbet,^ and divided the 
money between the bath -man and the sherbet - seller. 
Knowing, however, Mahmud’s severity, he flod from 
Glmzna, and alighted in Ileriit at the shop of Azraqi’s 
father, Israa'il the bookseller (Warrdg), where he remained 
in hiding for six months, until Mahmud’s messengers had 
reached Ths and had turned back thence, when Firdawsi, 
feeling secure, set out from Herht for 'T'us, taking the 
Shdhndma with him. Thence he came to Tabaristdn to the 
Sipahbad Shir-zdd of the House of Bdvand, who was king 
there ; and this is a noble house which traces its descent 
from Yazdigird the son of Shahriydr. 

Then Firdawsi wrote a satire on Sultan Mahmdd in the 
i’refaoe, and read a hundred couplets to Shir-ziid,® saying : 
“I will dedicate this Shdhndma to you instead of to Sultan 
Mahmdcl, for this hook deals wholly with the legends and 
deeds of thy forebears.” Shir-zdd treated him with honour 

* So A. and B., but. L lias “ sixty thousand. ’’ 

“ Fuqd‘, desci'ihed as a kind of bpor. 

® Of. Nooldoko, loo. oit., p. 156, and n. 4 ai smlo., -where this ruloi’s name is 
given as the Ispahbad Shalinyfa b. Sharslu. 


8 
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and slxovved liira many kindnesses, and said : “Malirnud was 
induced to act thus by others, who did not submit your 
book to him under proper conditions, and misroprosented 
you. Moreover, you are a Slu'ilo, and to one who loves the 
Family of the Prophet nothing will happen which did 
not happen to them. Mahimid is my liego-lord : lot tho 
Bhahndma stand in his name, and give mo the satire which 
you have written on him, that I may expunge it and 
give you some little recompoiise; and Mahiniid will surely 
summon thee and seek to satisfy thee full}''. Do not, tlien, 
throw away the labour spent on such a book.” And next 
day be sent Firdawsl 100,000 dirham.s, saying: “1 buy 
each couplet at a thousand dirhams ; give mo those hundred 
couplets, aud rest sutislied therewith.” So Firdawsl sent 
him these verses, and ho ordered them to be expunged ; 
and Firdawsl also destroyed his rough copy of thorn, so 
that this satire was done away with, and only those lew 
verses remained : — ^ 


j J 

\yj 


I — j ^ j 


“They cast imputations on me, saying: ‘That man of many 
words 

Bath grown old in the lone of the Trophet and ‘AIL’ 

If I speak of my love for these 
I can protect a hundred such as Mahm'hd. 


' This is a romarlcahle statement, and, it true, would involve tho assumption 
tlmt tho wDll-known satire, as we have it, ia anurioua. Of. Noeldeko (luc. oit.), 
pp. 15S-160, and n. 1 on the latter. ” 

' A. adds another couplet hero as follows 

|*jlA |*jlj j6 
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No good can come of the eon of a klave, 

Emi though his father hath ruled as King. 

The King had no aptitude for good, 

Eke H'ouhl he have seated me on a throne. 

Since in his famitg there was no nohihtij 

lie could not hear to hear the names of the noble.’' 

In truth good service was rendered to Malimiid by Shi'r-zdd, 
and Maliradd was greatly indebted to him. 

Wlion I was at Nishapiir in tbe year a.ii. 514 (a.b. 1120- 
1121), I heard Amir Mu'izzi say that he had heard Amir 
‘Ahdu’r-Razzdq at Tds relate as follows : — “ Mahmud Avas 
once in India, and was returning thence towards Ghazna. 
On the Avay, as it chanced, there was a rebellious chief 
possessed of a strong fortress, and next day Mahmud 
enoarapod at the gales of it, and sent an ambassador to him, 
bidding him come before him on the moiTow, do homage, 
pay his respects at the Oourt, receive a robe of honour and 
return to his place. Next day Mahmud rode out with the 
Prime Minister on his right hand, for tho ambassador had 
turned back and was coming to meet the king. ‘ I wonder,' 
said the latter to the Minister, ‘what answer he will have 
given ? ’ The Minister replied : 

‘ Should the answer come contrary to my %oish, 

Then for me the mace and the arena of \comhat toitli] 
Afrdsiydb.’ 

‘ IVhose verse,’ enquired Mahmiid, ‘is that? For he must 
have the heart of a man.’ ‘Poor Ahu’l-Qasiin Firdawsi 
composed it,’ answered the Minister ; ‘he who laboured 
for five and twenty years to complete such a work, and 
reaped from it no advantage.’ ‘ You speak well,’ said 
Mahmud ; ‘ I deeplj^ regret that this noble man was 

disappointed by me. Remind me at Ghazna to send him 
something,’ 

“ So when tbe Sultiin returned to Ghazna, the Minister 
reminded him ; and Mahmud ordered Firdawsi to be given 
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sixty thousand dindrs’ worth of indigo, and that this indigo 
should he carried to Tus on the King’s own camels, and 
that apologies should be made to Pirdawai. For years the 
Minister had been worhing for this, and -at loiiglh he liad 
achieved his work; so now ho caused the camels to bo 
loaded, and the indigo arrived safoly at Taliardn^ But as 
the camels were entering through tho liiidbdr Q-ato, the 
corpse of Firdawsi was being borne forth from tho Gate of 
Kazdn,® Now at this time there was in Taharan a preacher 
whose fanaticism was such that he declared that ho would 
not suffer P'irdawsi’a bodjf to be buried in the Musulradn 
Cemetery, because he was a Kafidi ; and nothing that men 
could say served to move this doctor. Now outsido the gate 
there was a garden belonging to Firdawsi, and theic they 
buried him, and there he lies to this day.” And in the year 
A.H. 610 (a.u. 1116-1117) I visited his tomb.® 

They say that Firdawsi left a daughter, of very lofty 
spirit, to whom they would have given the King’s gift ; 
but she would not accept it, saying, “I need it not.” The 
Post-master wrote to the Court and represented this to the 
King, who ordered that doctor to be expelled from TabarAn 
as a punishment for his offioiousness, and to ho exiled from 
his home, and the money to bo given to the Imdrn Ahd 
Bakr Ishdq for the repair of the rest-houso of Ohdha,'* 
which stands on the road between Morv and Nishdpur on 
the boundaries of Tus. When this order reached Tds and 
Nishaphr, it was faithfully carried out; and the restoration 
of the rest-house of Chaha was effected by this money. 

' 'Pabatta is tha aame of a portion of tEo city of Tfts. Soo E do Maynard’s 
DiW. ie la I’eue, pp. 371-ST0, 

“ Noeldoke (loo oit , p. 167, and u 1 ai nalo.) bns Jlmzdq for Sazan, but 
A., B., and L, all agree in tho latter leading. Thors are sevoial plaooa called 
Sitdhtli, of which one situated near Tabaihn ia probably meant Soe B de 
Meynaid’s Diet, de la Seise, p. 206. A Sasdn in Sht&n is mentioned by 
SaUdhuil (pp, 396-397), and another (y_)lij,) in the district of Nash in 
Khur&ahn. [Jbict. de la Terse, p. 250.) 

“ I am not sure at what point the inverted oomraas should he inserted, but tho 
last sontouco of this parngiaph le certainly Nidji&mi’s. 

So B and L A. has Jiha. 
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Anecdote xxi, 

At the period wlieii I was in the service of that martyred 
prince the King of the Mountains (may God illuminate 
his tonih and exalt his station in Paradise !), that august 
poraonago had a high opinion of mo, and showed himself 
a most generous patron towards ino. Now on the Festival 
of the Breaking of the Fast one of tho nobles of the city 
of Balkh (may God maintain its prosperity !), Amir ‘Amid 
Safiyyu’d- Din Abu Baler ^ Muluiminad b. al-IInsayu 
Rawdnah^hi, came to the Court. Tie was a young man, an 
expert writer, a qualified Secretary of State, well endowed 
with culture and its fruits, popular with all, whoso praises 
were on all tongues. And at this time I was not in 
attendance. 

Now at a reception the King chanced to say, “ Call 
Nidhfimi.” Said the Amir ‘Amid Safiyyu'd - Din, “Is 
Nidhdmi hereP” They answered “Yes.” But he supposed 
that it was Nidhdml-i-Muniri.^ “Ah,” said he, “a fine 
poet and a man of wide, fame I ” When the messenger 
arrived to summon me, I put on my shoes, and, as I entered, 
did oheisanco, and sat down in my place. When the 
wine had gone round several times, Amir ‘Amid said, 
“Nidhdmi has not come.” “He is come,” replied the 
King; “see, there he is, seated in such-and-such a place.” 
“I am not speaking of this Nidhdmi,” answered Amir 
‘Amid; “that Nidhdmi of whom I speak is another one, 
and as for this one, I do not even know him.” Thereupon 
I saw that the King was vexed ; he at once turned to 
me 9,nd said, “ Is there another Nidhdmi besides thee P ” 
■'“Yes, sire,” I answered, “there aie two other Nidhdmis, 
ohfi .of Samarqaud, whom they call Nidhami-i-Muiiiii, and 
one of Nishdpur, whom they call Nidhdini-i-Athiri ; while 
nte they call Nidhdmi-i-‘Arudi.” “ Ait thou better, or 
they P ” demanded he. Then Amir ‘Amid perceived that 

" L adds ‘ ibn ’ 

“ Tire roadiag oi this msba is very doubtful ia all tliree texts, botb here and 
lower, In some it appears to read Mmbari. 
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lie had spoken ill, and that the King was annoyed. “ Sire,” 
said he, “ those two Nidlidmis tiro quarrelsome follows, apt 
to break up social gatherings hy tlieir quarrelsomonoss, and 
to cause trouble, and to do misohiof.” “Wait,” said the 
King josiingiy, “till you see this ono drain a bum[)t'r 
and break up the luoeting:^ but o£ these three Nitibdtnis 
which is the best poetp” “Of those two,” said tho 
Amir ‘Amid, “ I have personal knowledge, having soon 
them, while this ouo I have not previously seen, nor havo 
I heard his poetry. If he will compose a couple of versos 
on this subject which we have been discussing, so that 
I may see his talents and hear his verse, I will tell you 
which of these three is best.” 

Then the King turned to me, saying: “Now, 0 Nidb^mi, 
do not shame us : say what ‘Amid desires.” 

Now at that time, when I was in the service of this King, 
I possessed a copious talent and a brilliant genius, and the 
favours and gifts of my master had stimulated mo to such 
a point that my improvisations came fluent as running 
water; so I took up a pen, and, ore the wine-cup had gone 
twice round, composed these five couplets and submitted 
them to the King : — 

* AijLi.iU ^ ^ 




i li., which I follow, has: ^ Sjj j - • 

A. has: > i ^ « . 
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" We aye three JSfuJhdmis in the world, 0 King, on account 
of whom a whole world is filled with outer ij, 

I am at Warsd before the King's throne, while those two 
others are in Merv before the Sultan. 

To-da>j, in truth, in t>erse each one is the Pride of Khurdmn. 

Although tlie.tj utter wrse subl/e as spirit, and although thcij 
understand the Art of Speech like Wisdom, 

I am the Wine, for, when 1 get hold of them, both desist 
from their work.” 

Wheu I submitted these verses, the Ami'r ‘Amid Siifiyyu’d- 
Diri bowed and said: “0 King, let alone the Nidb.d.mi8, 
I know of no poet in all Tranaoxania, ‘Iiaq, or Klmrdsan 
capable of improvising five such verses, more especially in 
respect of strength, enoi’gy, and sweetness, conjoined with 
such gM'ace of diclioo and filled with ideas so original. 
Eejoice, 0 Nidbami, for thou bast no peer on the face of 
the earth, 0 sire, ho bath a graceful wit, a mind swift 
to apprehend, and a finished art. ]ly the good fortune of 
the King of the age and his generosity he hath developed 
into a unique genius, and will oven become more than this, 
for he is young and hath many days before him.” 

Thereat the countenance of my King and Lord brightened 
mightily, and a groat cheerfulness appeared in his gracious 
temperament, and he applauded me, saying: ‘‘I give 
thee the lead-mine of iVarsfi from this Festival until tlie 
Festival of the Sheep-sacrifice. Send an agent there.” 
I did so, sending I.shaq the Jew. It was the middle of 
summer, and while they were working it they melted 
much of the ore, so that in seventy days twelve thousand 
mannds of lead^ accrued to me, while the King’s opinion 
of me was increased a thousand- fold. May God (blessed and 
exalted is He) illuminate his august ashes with the light 
of His approval, “ by His Favour and Grace ! 

' A., B. here add : ^ . 

^ A. adds after oLiA ; — > 

^ 1 
X. 
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Third Piscoursb. 

On the Nature of the Lore of the StcirSi and on the Expert 

Astroloijer. 

Abu Rayhdn Ei'ri'mi Bays in tlio first chnpfor of his 
" Explaiiaiioii of tho Hoicnco of Ast volog'y ” {Kifdhu'i- Tq/lihn 
fi mnd‘ati ’t-ttnifim^) : "A man does not dosorvo tho title 
of Astrologer until he attains prafieioTU'.y in four sciences : 
first, Mathematics; secomlln. Arithmetic; thirdly, Oosiuo- 
graphy; and fowthly, Judicial Astrology." 

JSTow Mnthemntml Science is that whereby are known 
tbe natures and qualities of lines and geometrical figures, 
plaiu atid solid, and tire general relations of quantities, 
and what partakes of the quantitative nature, to what has 
position and form. It includes the principles of the Book 
of Euclid the geomotrioian in the recension of Tlidbit ibn 
Qurra,® 

Arithmetic is that science whereby are known the natures 
of all sorts of numbers;^ tho nature of their relation to 
one another ; their generation from each other ; and tho 
applications thereof, such as halving, doubling, multiplication, 
division, addition, subtraction, and Algebra. The principles 
thereof are contained in the hook of the ’Aptd^wjTUcij, and the 
applications in the “Supplement” {I'akmiln) of Abii Mansdr 
of Baghdad,® and the “Hundred Chapters” {Sad Bub) of 
a&^Sajzi.** 

' See Eioii’s Persian Oiialoyue, pp. 451-2, where n MS. of tho Peraiaa 
version of this work, dated a.h. 686 (a.d. 1286), is described. 

* I sappesa that this is the meaning of in. the text. 

H I take this to be the sense of L.’a reading : iJJ ijJ 

‘ . For A. appears to read and B. • 

Oonooruing Thhbit b. Qurra, seo 'WustonfeW's (?rso/t. a. Ambisohen Aemte, 
pp. 3K3fl , Br lekolnmnn’s Gmh. d Ai(t6, [.itterainr, p]!. 217, 218. eto. Ha 
was horn HI A. ii. 221 (a.d. 836; and died a.h. 288 (a.b. 901). 

^ A. adds j , 

» Aha Mansur ‘Ahdu’l-Qhhir b. Thhir al-Baghdadi, cl. a.h. 429 (a.d. 1037). 
See Ivhalila, No. 3,263. 

» Aba Sa'id Alnniid h. MiihamTnatl h. ‘Ahdii’l-Jalil as-Saizi (or Sijazi, 
i.o ol Sajistha or Sisthii). See Brockolmann, op. eit., p. 219, 
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Cosmographi/ is that science whereby are known tbe natures 
of the Celestial and Terrestrial Bodies/ their shapes and 
positions, their relations to ono another, and tho measure- 
xnouts and distances which are between tboin, together with 
tho nature of the niovouionts of each one of tlio stiu’s and 
heavens, and the co-oi'dination of the spheres, axes, and 
circles whereby those movements aro fulfilled. It includes 
a knowledge of tbe Al-Magost and the best of its com- 
mentaries and elucidations, whicbi aro tbe Commentary of 
Tabriz!’ and tbe Al-Mttgo.st of Sbifd. And amongst the 
applications of this science is the science of tho Calendar 
aud of Almanacs. 

Judicial AcirolcQH is a branch of Natural Science, and 
its special use is prognostication, hy wliich is mount the 
deducing by analogy from configurations, and from an 
estimation of the degrees and zodiacal signs and their 
influences, those events which are brought about by thoir 
movements, in respect to the condition of tbe cycles of 
the world, politics, cities, nativities, changes, transitions, 
decisions, and other questions; and it is contained in these 
five [books] which we have enumerated, to wit, the wiitings 
of Abii Ma'shar of Baikh,* Ahmad ‘AbduT- J'alll-i'Sajzf, 
Abd Eayhdn Birdiii, and Gushydr-i-Jili.’ 

So tbe Astrologer must be a man of acute mind, approved 
cbaracter, and great natural intelligence. And one of tbe 
essentials of this art is that tbe astrologer who would 
pronounce prognostications should possess in bis own 
horoscope the Share of the Unseen, and that the Lord of 
the House of this Share of the Unseen should be luckjr, 
and in a favourable position, in order that such pronounce- 
ments as he gives may be near the truth. And one of the 

' For (“bodies”) A., B. have , “tbe nature of the 

oolistituent parts of tbe Celestial and Terrosttial Eeulins.” 

’ See the long artielo on al-Majisti in Iliiji Khalifa (No. 11,413). The 
Tabrisi intended is piobably al-Pac,ll b. Hatiin of Tabiiz. 

“ Seo Brooielmann, op. cit.,pp. 221, 222. 

See ibid., pp. 222, 223. Both foima of tho msba (Jili and Jaball) aio 
found in tbe texts. 
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conditions oi “being a good astrologer is tliat he should have 
in mind the whole of the “Principia” {U?U) of Gushydr, 
and should continually study the "Opus Majus/’ ^ and 
should look frequently into the Q,m{M-i-A[((^‘wU^ and the 
Jdini‘-i~Shdhl, so that his knowlodga and concopts may he 
refreshed. 


Anecdote xxii. 

Ya'qub h. Ishaq al-K.indi,® though he was a Jew, w'as the 
philosopher of his ago and the wisest man of his time, and 
stood high in the service of al-Ma’inun. Ono day he came 
in before al-Ma’mun, and sat down above one of the Imhms 
of Islam. Said this man, “Thou art of a subject raco;^ 
why, then, dost thou sit above the Imdms of Isldra?” 
“ Because,” said Ya'qub, “ I know wliat thou knowost, 
while thou knowest not what I know.” 

How this person knew of his skill in Astrology, but had 
no knowledge of his other attainments in science. “ I will 
write down,” said he, “ something on a piece of paper, and 
if thou caust divine what I have written, I will admit your 
claim.” Then they laid a wager, on the part of this person 
f cloak, and on the part of Ya'qub a mule and its trappings, 
worth a thousand dindrs, which was standing at the door. 
Then the former asked for an inkstand and paper, wrote 
something on a piece of paper, placed it under the Caliph’s 
quilt, and cried, “Oat with it!” Ya'qub b. Ishaq asked 
for a tray of earth, rose up, took the altitude, ascertained 
the ascendant, drew an astrological table on the tray of 
earth, determined the positions of the stars, fixed the signs 
of the Zodiac, worked out the subjective conditions and 

^ AiS' At! Ik..* y the context, eomo book 

would seem to be intonded. 

^ By Aba Raybb-u al-BirCni. See JTdJi KhaUfa, Ko. 9,369. 

, * See Wustenfeld’a Otsek. d. Arab. Aetzte, pp. 21, 22. Ho died about 

A.n 260 (a.d. 87.3). 
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affinities,^ and said, “ Ou that paper he has written 
something winch was first a plant and then an animal ” 
Al-Ma’im'm put his hand under the quilt and drew fiorth 
the paper, on which was written “The Rod of Moses.” 
A1 - Mahniin was filled with wonder and expressed his 
astonishment. Then Ya'qiih took the cloak of his adversary, 
and cut it in two before al-Ma’mun, saying, “I will make 
it into two . . . 

This matter became generally known in Baghdad, wheneo 
it spread to ‘Iraq and throughout Kliurdsan, and was widely 
discussed. A certain doctor of Balkh, prompted by that 
fanatical zeal wliioh characterizes the learned, obtained 
a book on Astrology and placed a knife in the middle of 
it, intending to go to Baghdad, attend the lectures of Ya'qub 
h. Ishaq al-Kindi, make a beginning in Astrology, and, 
when he should find a suitable opportunity, suddenly kill 
him. Stage by stage ho advanced, until he went in to 
the hot hath and came out, arrayed himself in clean 
clothes, and, placing this book in his sleeve, set out for 
Ya'qdb’s house. 

When he reached the gate of the house, he saw standing 
there many handsomely -caparisoned horses belonging to 
descendants of the Prophet® and other eminent and noble 
persons of Baghdad. Having made enquiries, he went in, 
entered the circle in front of Ya'qub, greeted him, and said, 
“ I desire to study somewhat of the soiCuoe of the stars with 
our Master.” "Thou hast come from the East to slay me 
on a pretence of studying Astrology,” replied Ya'qdb, “ but 
thou wilt repent of thine intention, study the stars, and 

’ Neither the meaning nor the wording of this sentence is clsar to ms. L. has 
, the reading being nneortain. 

* Some sort of garment seems to bo meant, but neither the reading nor the 
meaning is oloar. L. has ‘ ^ cZJbj J ’ ‘ itjkJilj 

S. , . 

® Liteinlly, “ of the Band Hfishim.” 
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attain perfection in that science, and wilt becoino one of 
tin gi-eutest Astrologers in the Ohurcb, of MuLunmad (on 
whom bo God’s Blessing and Poace).” All the great mon 
there assembled were astonished; and Abu Mu'shar’- con- 
fessed and produced tlie knife from tlio middle of tlie book, 
broke it, and cast it away. Thou ho bent his knees and 
studied for iiftoon years, uulil ho reached that omluenco 
wliich ho reached in Astrology. 


Anecdote xxiii. 

It is stated that once when Sultdn Mahmud h, Ndsiru’d- 
Din^ was sitting on the roof of a four-doored summer-house 
in Ghazna, in the Garden of a Thousand Trees, ho turned 
his face to Abd Itayhdn’ and said, “By which of those 
four doors shall I go out?” (for all four were practicable) 
“Decide, and write the decision on a piece of paper, and 
put it under my quilt.” Abd Rayhdn called for an 
astrolabe, took the altitude, worlced out the ascendant, 
reflected for a while, and then wrote down liis decision on 
a piece of paper, and placed it under the quilt. “Hast 
thou decided P ” asked Mahmud. He answered, “ Yes.” 

Then Mahmdd bade them make an opening in the wall, 
and they brought mattocks and spades, and in the wall 
which was on the eastern side dug out a fifth door, through 
which he went out. Then be bade them bring the paper. 
So they brought it, and on it was written: “He will go 
out through none of these four doors, but they will dig 
a fifth door on the side of the eastern wall, by which door 
he will go forth.” Mahmud, on reading this, was furious, 
and bade them oast Abu Rayhdu down from the midst 
of the palace. So they did even as he had said. How 

^ See Brookolmann's Oescli. d. Aiab. Liiteratur, pp. 221, 222. 

^ i.e. the ffront Siiltlu MahraUd oi G-luzna (loifjaod a.ii. 388-421, a.D. 6S8-“ 
1030). 

* i.e. the celohmted al-Biidai, of whom mention lina boon already made. 
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a net had been stretched here to keep off the flies/ and on 
it Abd Rayhdii fell. The net tore, and ho subsided gently 
to the ground, so that ho received no injury. “Bring him 
in,” said Mahmud. So they brought him in, and Mahmud 
said : “ 0 Abu llayhdu, didst thou know this ? ” “I know 
it, sire,” ho answered, and, taking the Almanac from the 
servant, produced the prognostications out of the Almanac ; ^ 
and amongst the predictions for that day was written: 
“To-day they will cast me down from a high place, but 
I shall reach the earth in safety, and arise sound in body.” 

All this was not according to Mahmud’s mind. He waxed 
still angrier, and ordered Abu Hayhdn to he detained in 
the citadel. So Ahii Rayh^n was confined in the citadel 
of Ghazna, where he remained for six months. It is said 
that during that period of six months none dared speak 
to Mahmud about Abu RayMn, one of whose servants was, 
however, deputed to wait upon him, and to go out to get 
what he wanted, and to return tlierowith. One day this 
servant was passing through the Parle of Ghazna,* when 
a fortune-teller called to him and said, “I perceive several 
things worth mentioning in your fortune : give me a present, 
that I may reveal them to you.” The servant gave him 
two dirhams, whereupon the soothsayer said : “ One dear to 
thee is in affliction, but ero three days are past he will be 
delivered from that affliction, will be invested with a robe 
of honour, and will again be loaded with honours and 
favours.” 

The servant proceeded to the citadel, and told this 
incident to his master as a piece of good tidings. Ahti 


^ This seema to be the meaning of L.’s reading: 

. A. and B. are illegible. Tlio former seems to liavs, 
, . j*lAi the latter, j*!.**) Li 

* ‘ } 
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EayhAn smiled and said, “ 0 foolish fellow, dost; thou not 
know that on such oocasioas orio ought not to stand still? 
Thou hast informed me too lato.” ^ It is said that the 
Prime Minister Ahmad TIasan of Maymand (may God bo 
merciful to him !) was for sis mouths seeking’ an opportunity 
to say a word on behalf of Abu Rayhan. At length, 
when engaged in the chase, ho found tho King in a good 
humour, and, \Torking from ono topic to another, ho brought 
tho conversation round to Astrology. Then ho said: “Poor 
Ahu Rayhdn uttered two such good prognoslications, and 
instead of docorafions and a robe of honour obtained bonds 
and imprisonment.” “Know, my lord,” replied Mahmud, 
“for I have proved it,® that this mau is said to liavo no 
equal in the world save Abii ‘Ali Bind (Avicenna), but 
both his prognostications were opposed to my will ; and 
kings are like little children ® — in order to receive rewards 
from them, one should spoak in accordance with their 
opinion. It would have been better for him on that day 
if one of those two prognostications had heon wrong. Hut 
to-morrow order him to bo brought forth, and to he given 
a horse oapari.sonecl with gold, a royal robe, a satin turban, 
a thousand diudrs, a slave, and a liandraaiden.” 

So, on the very day specified by the soothsayer, they 
brought forth Ahii Eayhdn, and the gift of honour detailed 
above was conferred upon him, and the King apologized 
to him, saying: “If thou desirest always to reap advantage 
from me, speak according to ray desire, not according to 
the dictates of thy science.” So thereafter Abu Eayhd,n 
altered his practice; and this is one of the conditions of 
the service of kings, that one must be with them in right 
or wrong, and speak according to their wish. 

Row when Abd Eayhdn reached his house, the learned 


1 Inatead of this soatenoe A. has : “ Thou host wasted two dirhams.” 

“ I follow L., which reads: ‘ ^*1 Aiilj ^ A. has: 

^1 AOamJ 1 Aj AJ 1 


* A. omits this simile. 
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cnmo to congratulate him. He related to tlietn tlio incident 
of the soothsayer, whereat they were amazed, and sent 
to summon hhn.. They found him most illiterate, knowing 
nothing. Then Abii Rayhan said, “ Hast (hou the lioro- 
soopo of thy nativity?” “I have,” replied he. Then 
Ahii Rayhdn examined it, and the Share of the TJnseou 
fell directly on the degree of his Ascendant,^ so that 
whatever he said, thougli he spoke blindly, came near to 
the truth. 


Anecdote xxiv. 

I had in my employment a woman-servant, who was horn 
on the 28th of Safar, a.h. 510* (=:July 12th, a.d. 1116), 
when the Moon was in conjunction with the Sun. and there 
was no distance between them, so that both the Share of 
Fortune and the Share of the Unseen fell on the degree of 
the Ascendant. When she reached the age of fifteen years, 
I taught her Astrologj', in whicli she became so skilful 
tliat she could answer difficult questions in this science, 
and her prognostications cainc very near the truth. Ladies 
used to come to her and question her, and the most part 
of what she said coincided with the pre-ordained decrees 
of fate. 

One day an old woman came and said : " It is now four 
years since a son of mine went on a journey, and I have 
no news of him, neither of his life nor of his death. See 
whether, wherever he may be, he is of the living or the 
dead.” So the woman-astrologer arose, took the altitude, 
worked out the degree of the Ascendant, drew out an 
astrological table, and determined the positions of tho stans; 
and the very first words she said were, “ Thy son hath 
returned ! ” 

The old woman was annoyed and said : “ 0 child, I have 
no hop$s of ray son’s coming : tell me this much, is he alive 
or dead ? ” 

* A. has “312.” 
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“I toll you,” said tke other, “Ihy son hath come. Go, 
and, if he hath not come, return, that I nmy toll thoe how 
he ia.” 

So the old woman wont to her house, and lo ! her sou 
had arrived and was unloading his asses. She embraced 
him, took off her veil, and came hack to the woman- 
astrologor, saying, “Thou didst speak truly; iny son hath 
come, bringing presents”; and she gave her her blessing. 
When I came home and heard tidings of this, I enquired 
of her, “By what didst thou speak, and from what IIou.se 
didst thou deduce this prognostication ? ” Slie answered : 
"I had not reached so far as this. When I had finished 
the figui’e of the Ascendant, he came in and sat down on 
the letter of the degree of the Ascendant, wherefore it 
so seemed in my mind, that this young man had returned. 
When I said so, and the mother had gone to find out, it 
became so certain to me that it was as though I actually 
saw him unloading his asses.” 

Then I perceived that it was the Share of the Unseen, 
and nothing else but this, which thus influeuoed tho degree 
of the Ascendant. 


Anecdote xxv. 

Mahmdd Dd’udl, the sou of Ahu’l-Qdsim Bd’udi, was 
a great fool, nay, almost a madman, and had no con- 
ijiderable knowledge as to the actions of the stars; yet 
he could cast a nativity, and in his notebook were figures 
declaring “it is” or “it is not.” He was in the service 
of Amir Dd'dd Abu Bakr Mas'ud at Panj-dih; and his 
prognostications generally came right. 

How his nladness was such that when my master the 
Eng of the Mountains sent him a pair of Ghuri dogs, 
very large and formidable, be fought with them of his own 
free-will, and escaped from them in safety. Years after- 
wards we were sitting with a number of persons of learning 
in the Perfumers’ Market at HeiAt, in the shop of kluqri 
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the surgeon-druggist,* and discussing all manner of subjects. 
One of these learned men happening to remark, “What 
a great man was Avicenna (Ibn >Siu4) ! ” I saw D^’udi fly 
into a passion, all the possession of anger appearing in 
and overcoming him, and ho cried : “ O so-and-so, who 
was Abu ‘All ? I regard myself as equal in worth to 
a thousand Abii ‘All’s, for he never even fought with a cat, 
whilst I fought hoforo Amir Da’ud with two dogs.” So 
on that day I know him to he mad; 3 ’et for all his madness 
I witnessed the following occurrence. 

In the year A.n. 505^ (ati. 1111-1112), when Sultdn 
Sanjar encamped in the Plain of Khuzhn,® on his way to 
Transoxania to fight with Muhammad,^ Amir DAud attached 
himself to the King, and made a great entertainment for him. 
On the third day the King canoe to the river-brink, and 
entered a boat I 0 amuse himself with fishing. In the heat 
he summoned Da’iiJl before him to talk after the manner 
of madmen, while he laughed, for Da’ddl would openly 
abuse Amir Dd’iid. 

Presently the King said to him, “Prognosticate how many 
maunds the fish which I shall catch this time will weigh.” 
PAddi said, “ Draw up your hook.” So the king drew 
it up; and he took the altitude, paused for a while, and 
then said, “Now cast it.” The King cast, and he said, 
“I prognosticate that this fish which you will draw out 
will weigh five raauiids.” “0 knave,” said Amir Dd’dd, 

“ whence should fish of five maunds’ weight come into this 
stream?” “Be silent,” said Dd’udi; “what do you know 
about it ?” So Amir Da’dd was silent, fearing that, should 
he insist further, ho would only get abuse 

1 Tha readings differ here. L. has . . uSj'^ tills' A j . 

A. , B. have , . . 

‘ A. has 608. 

’ See Barhier da Meynard’s diilaRrse, pp. 216, 216. A. leads Jt/tek, 

B. EMzii. 

‘ Apparently his hrother, GMyfitlm’d-Din AhO Shujfi' Muljaimnacl the 
Scljdqismeaut, He reigned a.h. 198-511 (a.d. 110>1-1U7). 


7 
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Suddenly there was a pull on the lino, indicating that 
a fish hud been tukoii captive. The King drew in the line 
with a very large fish on it, which, when weighed, scaled 
five ^ maunds. All were amazed, and expressed their 
ustoniahnient. “Dd’udi,” said the King, “what dost tliou 
wish for P ” “0 King,” said ho with an obeisanoo, “ of all 

that is on tliis eaith I desire but a coat of mail, a shield, 
and a spear, that I may do battle with lidwauli.” And 
this Abd-wardi was tlie Oaptain of Amir Da’ud’s gale, and 
Dd’iidi entertained towards him a fanatical hatred, because 
the title of ShujWu’l-Mulk had boon conferred ujron him, 
wliile Dd’iidi himself bore tho title of Shnja'u’l-IIukama, 
and grudged that the other should be so entitled. And the 
Amir, well knowing this, used continually to embroil Dd’udi 
with him, and this good Musulmdn was at his wits’ end by 
reason of him. 

In short, us to Mahmud Dd'udi’s madness there was no 
doubt, and I have mentioned this matter in order that tho 
King may know that foUy and insanity are amongst the 
conditions of this craft. 


Anecdote xxvi. 

Hakim-i-Mawsili was one of the order of Astrologers in 
Kishdpur, and was in the service of that great Minister 
Nidh4mu’l-Mulk of Tiis, who used to consult with him 
on matters of importance, and seek his advice and opinion. 
Kow when Mawsili's years were drawing to a close, and 
great decrepitude appeared in him, and feebleness of body 
began to show itself, so that he was no longer able to 
perform these long journeys, he asked the Minister’s 
permission to go and reside at Nish.4pur, and to send thence 
annually the almanac and forecast for the year. 

Kow the Minister Ni^dmu’l-Mulk was also in the decline 
of life and near the term of existence; and he said: “Look 

* A. has “six.” 
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so imioh at tlja lapse of my life as to observe when tho 
dissolution of my elotnontal nature will occur, and at what 
epoch that inevitable fate and unavoidable sentence will 
befal.” 

Ilakim-i-Mawsili answered, “Six months after my death.” 
So the Minieior ordered him to receive all things needful 
for his comfort, and Mawsili went to Nislidpar, and there 
abode in ease, sending each year the forecast and calendar. 
And whoever came to the Minister from Nishapur, he used 
first to enquire, “How is Mawsili?” And so .soon as he 
had news of his safety, he would become joyous and 
cheei’ful. 

At length, in the year a.h. 485 (~ A.v. 1092-3), one 
anived from Z^isliapur, and the Minister enquired of him 
concerning Mawsili. The man replied, with an obeisance: 
“May he who holdoth the chief seat in al-Islam be tlie 
heir of many lifetimes! Mawsdi hath quitted this mortal 
body.” “When?” enquired the Minister. “In the middle 
of Rabi' the First” (April 11-May 11, a.d. 1092), answeied 
the man, “ he yielded up his life iur him who sitteth in 
the chief seat of al-Isldra.” 

The Minister theieat was mightily put about, and was 
warned, and looked into all his affairs, and confirmed all 
his pious endowments, and gave effect to his bequests/ and 
wrote his last testament, aud set free such of his slaves 
as had earned his approval, and discharged the debts which 
he owed, and, so far as lay in his power, made all men 
content with him, and sought forgiveness from his adver- 
saries, and made his will, and so sat awaiting his fate until 
the month of Ramadan (a.h. 485=:Oot. 5-Nov. 4, a.d. 1092), 
lichen he fell a martyr at the bands of that Sect (i.e. the 
Assassins) ; may God make illustrious bis Proof, and accord 
him an ample Approval ! 

Since the Ascendant ruling bis nativity, the observation, 
the Lord of the Sign, and the dominant factor were rightly 


’ A., 'whioli I follow, has ^ \jCAi\jijii\ 


( 
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dolerminedj and the Astrologer was export and accomplished, 
naturally the prognostication came true.^ 


Anecdote xxvii. 

In the year a.h. 50G (a.d. 1112-1113) Khwdja Iraatn 
‘Umar Khayy4in^ and Khwiija Imdm Mudhaffar-i-Isfii^uri 
had alighted in the city of Ualkh, in the street of the Slave- 
sellers, in the house of Amir Ahii Sa‘d,® and I had joined 
that assembly. In the midst of our convivial gathering 
I heard that Argument of Truth [IhiJjittii’l-JIuqq) ‘Urnar 
say, “My grave will be in a spot where the trees will 
shed their blossoms on me twice in each year.” This thing 
seemed to mo impossible, though I knew that one such as he 
would not speak idle words. 

When I arrived at Hishapur in the year a.h. 530 
(a.d. 1135-6), it being then some years since that great 
man had veiled his countenance in the dust, and this lower 
world had been bereaved of him, I went to visit his grave 
on the eve of a Friday (seeing that he had the claim of 
a master on me), taking with me a guide to point out to me 
his tomb. So he brought me out to the Ilira'^ Oomotery; 
X turned to the left, and his tomb lay at the foot of 
a garden-wall, over which pear-trees and peach-trees thrust 
their heads, and on his grave had fallen so many flower- 
leaves that his dust was hidden beneath the flowers. Then 
I remembered that saying which I had heard from him 


' I confess that these astrological terms are beyond me. Several of thorn 
(e.g. hayUj and hadkhuda) are explained in the section of the Mafdtilm’ l-‘ulum 
which treats of Astrology (ed. Van Vloten, pp. 225-232). The first part of the 
sentence runs : 

• . . A Jb j 1 y y Ay Jy ^ J Uo 

’ A. and B. have KJiayydmi, the form usually found in Arabic books. 

A. adds , while B. calls him ijls- Ju*-) .J . 

‘ So A., B., and L., hut in the margin of the kttor is the following gloss ; 
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in the city of Balkh, and I fell to weeping, because on 
the faco of tlio oarlli, and in all tlie regions of tlio habitable 
globe, 1 uowboro saw one like unto him. May God (blessed 
and exalted is lie) have mercy upon him,' by Ilis Grace 
and Ilis Favour! Yot although I witnessed this prognos- 
tication on the part of tliat Proof of the Truth 'TJmtir, 
I did not observe that ho had any groat belief in aslt'ologiciil 
predictions ; nor have I seen or heard of any of the groat 
[scientists] who had such belief.^ 


Anecdote xxyiii. 

In the winter of the year a.h. 508 (= A.n. 1111-1115) 
the King sent a messenger to Morv to the Prime Minister 
Saclrn’d- Din Muhammad b. al-hludhaffar (on whom be 
God’s Mercy) bidding him toll Khwaja Imdra ‘Umar to 
select a favourable time for him to go hunting, such that 
therein should be no snowy or rainy days. For Khwaja 
Imdm ‘Umar was in the BIinistGi'’s company, and used to 
lodge at his house. 

So the Minister sent a messenger to summon him, and 
told him what had happened. The Khwaja went and looked 
into the matter for two days, and made a careful choice; 
and he himself went and superintended the mounting of 
the King at the auspicious moment. When the King' was 
mounted and had gone but a short distance,® the skv 
became overcast with clouds, a wind arose, and snow and 
mist supervened. All present fell to laughing, and the 
King desired to turn hack ; hut Khwaja Imdm [‘IJmar] 
said: “Have no anxiety, for this very hour the clouds will 
clear awa 5 ’-, and during these five days there will be not 
a drop of moisture.” So the King rode on, and the clouds 


’ A, lias : “ cause tiira to dwell in Paradise." 

* L. omits tins last seutence, 

® I suppose tliia to be the meaning of the words: Lliu j 

I which is the reading of all three texts. 
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opened, and during those five days there was no moisture, 
and no one saw a cloud. 

But prognostication hy the stars, though a reongnified 
art, is not to bo relied on, and whatever the astrologer 
predicts he must leave to Fate. 


Anecdote xxix. 

It is incumbent on the King, wherever be goes, to prove 
such companions and servants as he has with him ; and 
if one is a believer in the Holy Law, and scrupulously 
observes the rites and duties thereof, he should make him 
an intimate, and treat him with honour, and confide in him ; 
but if otherwise, he should drive him away, and guard 
even the outskirts of his environment from his very shadow. 
Whoever does not believe in the religion and law of 
Muhammad the Chosen One, in him can no man trust, 
and he is unlucky, both, to himself and to his master. 

In the beginning of tbo reign of the king Sultan 
Ghiydtliu’d - Duuyh wa’d-I)in Muhammad h. Malikshdh, 
styled Qaslinu Amiri’l-Mdminin (may God illuminate his 
proof! ),^ the King of the Arabs, Sadaqa,® revolted and 
withdrew his neck from the yoke of allegiance, and with 
filty thousand Arab horsemen marched on Baghdad from 
Ildla. The Prince of Believers al-Mustadhhir bi’lldh had 
dent off letter after letter and courier after courier to 
Isfahan,® summoning the Sultan, who sought from the 
astrologers the determination of the auspicious moment. 
But no such determination could be made which would suit 
the Lord of the King’s Ascendant, which was retrograde. 
So they said, “We find no auspicious moment." “Seek it, 
then,” said he ; and he was very urgent in the matter, 
and much vexed in mind. And so the astrologers fled. 


’ RoiMed A.n. 498-611, a.d. 1104-1117. 

* Of. lloutsma’s eel. of al-Biindiri’s Jiistoit/ of the Selju^t, p. 185, whore an 
Am'ir of this name is mentioned under the year a.h. 631. 

* A. calls it Sipahdn. 
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ISTow there was a stranger of Jayy ' who had a shop by 
the Gate of the Dome and who used to take omens; and 
men and women of ovary class used toVisit liim, and he 
used to write foi- them amulets and oharias, but he had 
no profound knowledge, By moans of an aocpiaintanoo 
with one of tho King’s servants ho brought himself to the 
King’s notice, and said : “ I will find an au.spiuioua moment : 
depart in that, and if thou dost not return victorious, then 
cut off my head.” 

So the King was pleased, and mounted his horse at the 
moment declared auspicious by him, and gave him two 
hundred dinars of Kishapur, and went forth, fought with 
Sadaqa, defeated his army', took him captive, and put him 
to death. And when he returned triumphant and victorious 
to Isfahan, he heaped favours on tho sootlisayer, ordered 
him to receive great honours, and made him one of Ihs 
intimates. Then ho summoned the astrologers and said : 
“ Kou did not find an auspicious moment, it was this 
stranger of Jayy wlio found it; and I went, and God 
justified the omen.^ Probably Sadaqa had sent you a bribe 
so that you should not name the auspicious time.” Then 
they all fell to the earth, lamenting and exclaiming ; “ The 
astrologers were not satisfied with that moment. If you, 
wish, write a message and send it to Khurfisdu, aud see 
what Khwdja Im4m ‘Umar Khayyam says.” 

The King saw that tho poor wretches did not speak 
amiss. He therefore summoned one of his courtiers aud 
said: "Invite this stranger of Juyy® to your house, drink 
wine with him, and treat him with kindly familiarity; and, 
when ho is overcome with wine, enquire of him, saying, 


I A sutrarl) of Isfahan, as is explained m a marginal gloss in L., wliioh has 
this reading: (punted in the text as one word, 

A. reeds jA and B, jh , 

’ A. adds “ Wherefore did ye act thus ? ” 

’ L is constant in this reading, hut here A. has and B. 
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‘WaH that moment rletermined by theo not good? For 
tlio asirologors find fault with it. Tell rue tho soerot 
of this.’ ” 

Then the courtier did so, and, when his guest was drunk, 
made this enquirj'- of him. Tire soothsayer answered : 
“ I knew that oiio of two things must liappon ; either that 
army would bo dofoalod, or this one. If tho former, then 
I should bo loaded with honour-s^ and if the latter, how 
should the King concern himself with me ? ” 

Next day tho emu tier reported this conversation to the 
King, who ordered the strange soothsayer to he expelled, 
because one who held such views about good Musulm4ns was 
unlucky, Then' the King summoned his own astrologers 
and restored his confidence to them, saying: “I knew that 
this soothsayer never said his prayers, and one who agrees 
not with our Holy Law agrees not with ns.” 


Anecdote xxx. 

In the year a.h. 647 (a.d. 1152-3) a battle was fought 
between that king of blessed memory Sanjar b. Malikshdh 
and my lord the king ‘Ala’u’d-Din wa’d-Dunyd; and tlie 
army of Grhur was defeated, and my lord the King of the 
East was taken prisoner, and my lord’s son the Just King 
Shamsu’d-Dawla wa’d-Din Mahraiid h. Mas'ud was taken 
captive at the hands of the Commandcr-in-chief {Amir-i- 
hipaJisdldr). The ransom was fixed at fifty thousand dindrs 
of pure gold,“ and a messenger from him was to go to the 
Court at Bdmiydn to ask for this sum; and when it 
should be sent the Prince was to he I’eleased, while the King 
himself was granted his liberty by the Lord of the World 
(Sanjar), who, moreover, at the time of his departure from 


' A. adds “ they killod him, and . . . 

^ The words jJ are omitlod in L. For this meaning' of 

aoe Yiillor’s Fenian Zexicon, s.v. 
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Herdt, gran tod liim a robe of honour ; and it was under 
these circumstances that I arrived 1o wait ujDon blind 

One da}”-, being cxtromely sad at heart, he signed to roe, 
and enquired when this deliverance would finally bo ao- 
complishod, and when this consignment would arrivo. So 
I took an obsorvaliou that day with a view to makiug this 
prognostication, and worked out the asceiulaut, exerting 
myself to the utmost, and [ascertained that] there was an 
indication of a satisfactory solution to the question on the 
third day. So next day I came and said : “ To-morrow at 
the time of the first prayer the messenger will arrivo.” 
All that night the Prince Avas thinking about this matter. 
Next day I basteued to wait on bira. “To-rhiy,” said he, 
“is tlic time fixed.” “ Yes,” T replied ; and continued with 
him till the fir.st prayer. When the call to prayer was 
sounded, he remarked reproachfully: “The first prayer has 
arrived, but still no news ! ” Even while bo was thus 
speaking, a courier arrived bringing ths good tidings tliat 
the consignment had come, consisting of fifty thousand 
di'ndrs, sheep, and other things, and that ‘ Izzu’d-Dln 
MahmAd,^ the steward of Prince Husdmu’d-Dawla wa'd- 
Din, was in charge of the convoy. My lord Sbamsu’d- 
Dawla wa’d-Din was invested with the King’s dress of 
honour, and very shortly regained his beloved home, and 
from that time his affairs have prospered moro and more 
every day (may they continue so to do!). And thence it 
was that ho used to treat me with the utmost kindness and 
say : “Nidhdmi, do you remember making such a prognosti- 
cation in ITerdt, and how it came true? I wanted to fill 
thy mouth with gold, but there I had no gold, though here 


1 The text is rather ohsoure hero. It nms: j 


* A. adds U 
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I have.” Then he called for gold, and filled my mouth 
therewith till it would contain no more, whereupon ho said, 
“Hold out thy sleeve.” So I held it out, and ho filled it 
also with gold. May God (blessed and exalted is lie) 
maintain this dynasty in daily-inoroasing prosperity, and 
long spare the, so two Princes to my august Master, by His 
favour, bounty, and grace I Amen, 0 Lord of the W orlds ! 


Fourth Discourse. 

On the Nature of the Seience of Medicine, and the grades'^ 
of PhydciauH. 

Medicine is that art whereby the health of tho human 
body is preserved ; whereby, when it wanes, it is restored ; 
and whereby the b(dy is embellished by long hair, a clean 
complexion, freshness and vigour. 

Excursus. 

The physician should be of tender disposition, of wise 
and gentle nature, and more especially an acute observer, 
capable of benefiting everyone by accurate diagnoses, that 
is to say, by rapid deduction of tho unknown from the 
known. And no physician can be of tender disposition 
if he fails to recognize tho nobdity of man ; nor of philo- 
sophical nature unless he knows Logic, nor an acute observer 
unless he be strengthened by God’s guidance; and he who 
is not an acute observer w*!!! not arrive at a correct under- 
standing of the cause of any ailment, for he must form 
his opinion from the pulse, which has a systole, a diastole, 
and a pause between these two movements. 

ISTow here there is a difference of opinion amongst 
physicians, one school maintaining that it is impossible by 
palpation to gauge the movement of contraction ; but 




A has LL 


‘ For 
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that most accomplished of the mocierns, that talented man 
Abd 'All al-TTusayn b. ‘Abdu’llah Sln4 (Avicoima),* says 
in his book the Qdn4n that Ike movoinont of conti action 
also can be ganged, thougk with difficulty, in thin subjects;® 
and that the pulso is of two sorts, each of which is divided 
into tljroe aubordinnto varieties, namoly, its two extromos 
and its mean ; hut, unloas the Divine guidance assist the 
physician in his search for the truth, his thought will not 
hit the mark. So also the examination of the urine, and 
the observing of its colour and peculiarities, and the 
deducing soraevhat from each cplour, is no easy maticr; 
for these deductions are dependent on Divine help and 
Heavenly guidance ; and this is the quality which we have 
already mentioned under the name of acumen. And unless 
tlie physician knows Logic, and understands the meaning 
of species and genus, he cannot discriminate between tliat 
which appertains to the category and that which is peculiar 
to the individual, and so will not recognize the cause of 
the disease. And, failing to recognize the cause, he will 
not succeed in his treatment. But lot ns now give an, 
illustration, so that it may he known that it is as we sny. 
Disease® is the genus; fever, cold, headache, dizziness, 
scarlet fever, and jaundice are the species, each of which 
is distinguished from the others hy a diagnostic sign, while 
each itself is again divisible into varieties. For instance, 
'Fever' is the genus, wherein quotidian, tertian, double 
tertian, quartan, and the sub-varieties of each, are dis- 
tinguished from each other by a sp>ccial diagnostic sign, 
so that, for instance, quotidian is distingui^-hed from other 

^ See Ee Siane's translation of Jin Kkalhldn, 'vol. i, pp ii0-i46; von 
Erpmer’s OuUui geschicMs d. Ormjti, to), ii, pp. 455, 456 ; W ustonfeld’s Oeich. 
$, Arab AerzU, pp. 64-75, etc. The Qdnun was printed at Eome, A.n. 1693. 

’ A. reads : 

'this is no doiilit the oorreot reading, not in ® aud L. 

’ E. here has instead of the oorreot reading of A., 
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fovws by tlie fact that the longost period thereof is a day 
and a night, and that in it there is no rigor, heaviness, 
lassitude, nor pain.^ Again, inflaramatory fever® is dis- 
tinguishod from other levers by this, that wliou it lays hold 
of anyone it does not abate for several days ; wliilo tertian 
is distinguished by the fact Unit it comos ono da}'' and not 
the next; and double terliau by this, that ono day it ooruos 
with a liighcr temperature and a shorter interval, and 
another day in a milder form with a longor interval; 
while, lastly, quartan is distinguishod by this, that for two 
days it does not cotne and the third day it comes. 

Each of these, again, coraprisos several varieties, and each 
of these in turn sundry sub-varieties; and if the physician 
be versed in Logic and possessed of acumen, he will know 
which fever it is, wl>at the materm morbi is, and whether 
it is simple or compound, and ho can then at once proceed 
to treat it ; hut if lie fail to recognize the disease, then let 
him turn to God and seek help from Him ; and so likewise, 
if he fail in his treatment, let Inm havo recourse to God, 
seeing that the issue is in His hands. 


Anecdote xxxi. 

In the year a.h. 512,® in the Druggists’ Bazaar of 
Hishdpur, at the shop of Muhammad l)ukhin the Physician,* 
I heard Khwaja Imam Abii Bakr Daqqaq saying: “A 
certain man of Nishdpur® was seized with the colic and 
called me in. I examined him, and proceeded to treat him, 

1 ‘ Ojiij . 

^ Aiuho* ( A . See Schliramer’s Termmoloi/ie MHico - Fharmnoeutique 

(litliograplied at Tilirdn, A.ii. 1874), pp. 192-197 aud 285. Perhaps, however, 
it should here be translated “remitteat.” 

3 A. has A.H. 502 (= a.d. 1108-9). 

* The readings vary. A. has fjsF’ nS.sr'* ; B. aAs-'* ,' L. 

only. ' ' " ' 

* A. adds “in tho year [a.h.] 602.” 
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fulfilling tliG utmost, of my endeaTour in tills matter ; but 
no improvement in his bealth. took place. Three days 
elapsed. At tho time of evening prayer I returned, 
thinking .that the patient would jiass away at midnight. 
I went up on to the roof, hut could hardly sloop for anxiety. 
In the morning when I awoke I said to myself, ‘ The patient 
will have passed away.’ I turned my face in that direction, 
but heard no sound [of lamentation] which might indicate 
hi.s passing. I repeated the Fdfiha, and hastened in that 
direction, saying : ‘ 0 my God and my Lord, Thou Thyself 
hast said in the Sure Book and Indubitable Scripture, “And 
U'c send down in the Qiiddn what is a Healing and a Mercy to 
true believers.” ’ ’ Eor I was filled with regret, seeing that 
he was a young man, and in easy circumstances. Then 
I performed the minor ablution, went to the oratory, and 
repeated the cnslomary prayer. One knocked at the door 
of the house. When I went to look who was there, it was 
one of his household, who gave good tidings, saying, ‘lie 
hath passed out of danger’; and, on my enquiring when, 
added, ‘Just now he obtained relief.’ Then I knew that 
the patient had been relieved by the blessing of the Fdtilia 
of the Scripture, and that this draught had been dispensed 
from tbe Divine Dispensary. For I have put this to the 
proof, administering this draught in many cases, in all of 
which it proved beneficial, and resulted in restoration to 
health.” 

Therafoi’e tbe physician should he of good faith, and 
should venerate the commands and prohibitions of the Holy 
Law. And on the science of Medicine ho should read the 
“Aphorisms” (Fushl) of Hippocrates, the “Questions” 
(Masd’il) of TIunayn b. Ishaq,^ the “Guide” (Mars hid) of 
Muhammad b. Zakariyya of Hay (ar-Hdzi),^ and Nili’s 
“ Commentary ” ; and after he has read and learned these 

' xvii, 84. 

See Wuateniuld’s GetchehU d. Aral. Aerzle, No. 69, pp. 26-'29. He was 
born A.n 194 (a.». 809), and died a.h. 260 (a.i>. 873). 

Ibid., No. 98, pp. 40-49. He is known in Eiuope as Easis or Ehasos. 

* Eor h) A. has . 
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Yolumos above enumerated witli a kind and oaroful imtsfor, 
he should diligently study with a congenial teachor the 
following intorrnodiato Avorks, to wit, the "Thesaurus” 
{Dhakhim) of Thdbit b. Qurra, tlio Mansicri ^ of Jluharainud 
b. Zakariyyd of Ray, the “ Direction ” {nidd//a) of the 
younger “ Abd Bakr, or the "Sufficiency” (hl/di/a) of 
Ahmad Farrukh, or the " Aims ” {Acjhrud) of Sayjdd 

Isma'il Jurjani.^ Then ho should take up one of the 

more detailed treatises, such as the " Sixteen (Treatises,” 
Bitta ‘ashar) of Galon, or the " Compendium ” {Jlcmi) f)f 
Muhammad b. Zakariyyd, or the " Complete Practitioner ” 
{KamiM s~3and'at), or the “Hundred Chapters” {Sud Bah) 
of Abii Sahl Masihi,'* or the Qdimn of Abu ‘Ali (Avicenna),* 
or the JDhakhira-i- Khicdrazmshdhi,^ and read it in his leisure 
momenta ; or, if he dosii'cs to be independent of other works, 
he may content himself with the Qdiiim. 

The Lord of the Two Worlds and the Guido of the Two 
Grosser Races says : " Every kind of game is in the helly of 

the wild ass.”'' All this has been sot forth by the Qdiidn, 

so that much may be effected therewith ; and whoever has 
mastered the first volume of the Qdndn, to him nothing 
will be hidden of the general principles and applications of 
Medicine, for if Ilippoorates and Galen could return to life, 
it would be proper that they should do reverence to this 
book. Yet have I heard a wonderful thing, to wit, that one 
hath taken exception to Abd ‘Ali in respect of this work. 


' See "Wiistenfeld, op. oit., p. 43, Eo. 2. The full title of the wort is ; 
^ Ll-AaSI l_5b5' . 

® Or "later” but A. reads I cannot identify this 

person. 

® See Wiistenfeld, op oit., Eo. 166, p. 96. 

* Avicenna’s master, d. \.h. 390 {a..i>. 1000). See Vugienfeld, loo. oit., 
pp. 59, 60, No. 1 18. 

‘ See n. 1 on p. 107 supra. 

* See Eieii’s Persian Catalogue, pp. 466, 467- 

’ Meaning that every kind of game is inferior to the wild ass. It is said 
proverbially of anyone who os:oels his felloivs. See Lane’s Arahs Zemmn, 
i . 

p. 2367, s.v. \ji . 
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and hath embodied his objeclious iu a book, which he hath 
named “the Rectification of the Q^nun” ‘ ; and it is as 
though I looked at both books, and poruoivcd what a dis- 
tinguished man tho author of the first was, while the author 
of the second merits only conauro. Ror what right has 
anyone to find fault with so great a man, wlien tho very 
first question which he moots with in a hook of his which 
he comes across is difficult to his comprehension P For four 
tliousand years the physicians of antiquity travailed in spirit 
and melted their very souls in order to reduce the science 
of Medicine to some fixed order, yet could not effect tills, 
until, after the lapse of this period, that absolute philosopher 
and most mighty thinker Aristotle portioned and parcelled 
out® Logie and Philosophy as in a balance, and measured 
them by the measure of analogy, so that all doubt and 
ambiguity departed from them, and they were established 
on a sure and critical basis. And during those fifteen 
centuries which have elapsed since his time, no philosopher 
has won to the inmost essence of Ids doctrine, nor travelled 
the high road of his pre-eminence, save that most excellent 
of the moderns, the Philosopher of the East and the West, 
the Proof of Isl^m,® Abd ‘AU h. Abdu'lidh b. 8in& 
(Avicenna). He who finds fault with these two great men 
will have oast himself out from the company of the wise, 
ranked himself with madmen, and proved himself to be 
of the number of those who lack intelligence. May Grod 
(hlpssed and exalted is He) keep us from such stumblings 
and vain imaginings ! 

So, if the physician hath mastered the first volume of the 
Qdn&n, and hath attained to forty years of age, he will be 
worthy of confidence ; and when he hath reached this degree, 
he should keep ever with bim some of the smaller treatises 

• 

* L. has ^ SAi j ajJ) j . For j A. substitutes 

tijAa- . In tlie margin of L. Sj^ is glossed as = • 

> A. has “ the Proof of God unto Hxs oreatures.” 
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compoaod by proved masters, suob as the “ Gift of Kings ” 
{Tuhfata’l-Mnluk) of Muhammad Zakuriyy4 [ar-lldzi], or 
the Kifaya of Ibn Sandiina of Isfalhin, or tlio “Provision 
against all sorts of eri-or in Medical Treatmont” (Tadamkii 
nnu'd‘i’l • khafd fi't-tndb'm’t-tihhi), of which Abu ‘AU 
(Avicenna) is the author; or (ho Kluifiyuu’l-^Ala’i,^ or the 
“Memoranda” (Yddffjdr) of Sayyid Isma'il Jurjaui.® For 
no reliance can he placed on the Mornoiy, whicli is located 
in the posterior part of the brain, for it may delay to afford 
him assistance in carrying out these prescriptions. 

Therefore every king who would choose a phy.sician must 
SCO that these conditions which have been onurnerutod are 
found in him; for it is no light matter to commit one's life 
and soul into the hands of any ignorant quack, or to entrust 
the care of one’s health to any reckless charlatan. 

Anecdote xxxii. 

Bukht-YishuV a Christian of Baghdad, was a skilful 
physician and a true and tender man; and he was atlaohod 
(0 tlie service of al-Ma’mnn the Caliph. Now one of the 
children of Ilashim, a kinsman of al-Ma’mfin, was attacked 
with dysentery, and al-Ma’mun, being greatly attached 
to him, sent Bukht-Yishu' to treat him. So ho, for 
al-Ma’mun’s sake, girded up his loins in service, and treated 
him in various ways, but to no purpose, for the case passed 
beyond his powers. So Bukht-Yishu' was ashamed before 
hl-Ma’miin ; but al-Ma’mun said to him : “ Be not ashamed, 
for thou didst fulfil thine utmost endeavour, but God 
Almighty doth not desire that it should succeed. Acquiesce 
in Fate, even as we have acquiesced.” Bukht - Yishd', 
seeing al - Ma’mun thus hopeless, replied : “ One other 
remedy remains, and it is a perilous one ; hut, trusting 
to the fortune of the Prince of Believers, I will attempt it, 
and perchance God Most High may cause it to succeed.” 

> See lEiji 11111111(0, Ho. 4,738. 

* See Wusteiifcld, op, eit., p. 95, No. 186. lie tiled a.ti. 630. 

“ Soo Wusteiitcld, op. eit., p. 17, No. 30. Oom-ouiing this and similar 
names, see Noeldeke’s Gebciftiehte d, jtria/ihshir-i-TdpuIcdn, p. 49, a. 4. 
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Now tho pationt was going to stool fifty or sixty times 
a day. So Ilukht - YisliiV prepared a purgative and 
adiniiiislQiod it to him ; and on tho day wheiooii he took 
tho purgative, liis duu'rliooa was still further inoieased; but 
next day it stopped, >So tho phy.sioians asked him, “What 
hazardous treatment was that which thou didst adopt 
yesterday?” lie uiiswciod: “Tho iiia/eries morhi of this 
diurrliooa was from the brain, and until it was dislodged 
from the brain tiio flux would not cease. I feared that 
if I administered a imrgative the patient’s strength might 
not be equal to tho increased diari-hcoa; but at length, when 
I plucked up heart, [I saw that] there was hope in giving 
the purgative, but none in withholding it. So I gave it, 
and God Most High vouchsafed a cuie ; and my opinion was 
justified, namely, that if the purgative weie withlield, only 
the death of tlie patient was to be expected ; but that if 
it woie admiuislerod, tliere was a possibility of either life 
or death. Thorofore, seeing that to give the purgative was 
the bettor course, I administered it.” 


Aneochio xxxiii. 

The great Shaykh Abu ‘Ali Sind. (Avicenna) relates as 
follows in tho “Book of the Origin and the Beturn” 
{KUdhu'l- Mahdd im’ I- Ma'dd), at the end of the section 
on Contingent Being : — 

“ A curious anecdote bath come to me Avhich I h.ave 
heard related.^ A certain physician presented himself 
at the court of one of the House of Sam^n, and was 
well received, and rose to so high a position of trust 
that he used to enter the women’s apartments and feel the 
pqlses of its carefully- guarded and closely- veiled inmates. 


1 E* lias ^ j 1 

. A. after adds HtXlb 

. . and leads . . _j 
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One day he waa silting with the King in fclie women’s 
fi[wrtment3 in a place where it was impossible for any 
[other] male creature to pass. Tho King doniandcd food, 
and it was hrouglit by the liondmaidons. Ono ol these 
presided over tho table. As she was placing it on the 
ground, she heat down.^ When sho desired to stand 
upi’ight again, she was unable to do so, but rcnuiinod as 
she waa, by I'oasoii of a rlieumalic swelling of the joints.^ 
Tho King turned to the physician and said, ‘ Cure her at 
once in whatever way you can.’ Here was no opporlunity 
for any physical tnolhod of treatment, since Cor such no 
apljliancos were available. So the physician bethought 
himself of a psychical treatment, and bade them remove 
tho veil from her head, whereon she made a movement. 
Then he bade them remove her skirt, ^ wlicroon she raised 
her head and stood upright. 

“ ‘ What method oX procedure was this ? ’ enquired the 
King. ‘At that junoture,' replied the physician, ‘a rheu- 
matic swelling appeared in her joints. I bade them uncover 
her head, tliat percliance she might be ashamed, and might 
make some movement because this condition was displeasing 
to her. So the wliole of her head and face was uncovered, 
and anger was apparent therein. ‘ I then ahandoiied this, 
aad ordered her .skirt to he removed. She was filled with 
shame, and a flush of heut was produced within her, such 
that it dissolved the rheumatic liuraour. Then she stood 
upright, and, restored to her eieot position, became sound 
once again.’ 

“Had this physician not been skilled in his ait, he would 
never have thought of this ticatment; and had he failed, 

1 For L.’s reading . . sJ:> y y . A. Ime.— 

2 L. lias j\ aS" 

Litoially tuHiseiSj*’ of tlio kind worn liy womon m tlio East. 

Instead of (Ij.’s leading) A. lias , “sho 

uiidorwoiit no diaiige ” 
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he would have forfeited the King’s regard. Hence a know- 
ledge of natural scionco ’ and an apprehension of its facts 
fortn a part of this subject.” 

Anecdote xxxiv. 

Another of tho House of iSamhn, Amir Mansur b. Niih b. 
Niisr,® became afliiciod with an ailment which grew chronic, 
and remained established, and the phy.siciaus were unable 
to cure it. fio the Amir Man.sur sent messengers to summon 
AI Ilham mad b. Zakariyyd of Ray to treat him. Muhammad 
b. Zakariyyd came as far as the Oxus, but when he saw 
it he said: “T will not embark in the boat; God Most 
High suilh, 'Do not cast yourselves into peril with your own, 
hands ’ ■'* ; and, again, it is surely a thing remote from wisdom 
voluntarily to place one’s self in so hazardous a position.” 
Bro tho Amir’s messenger bad gone to BiikbhiA and 
returned, bo had composed the treatise entitled Man^iiri.* 
So when a notable arrived with a special led-Iiorse, bringing 
a message intermingled with protuisos of roAvard, he handed 
this Mansurl to him, saying: “I am this book, and by this 
book thou can&t attain thine object, so that there is no need 
of me.” 

When the book reached the Amir he was in grievous 
suffering, wherefore he sent a thousand dindrs and one of 
I his own privalo horses, saying: “Strive to move him by 
all these kind attentions, but, if they prove fruitless, bind 
his hands and feet, place him in tho boat, and fetch him 
across.” So, just as the Amir had commanded, they 
urgently entreated Muhammad b. Zakariyyd, but to no 
purpose. Then they bound his hands and feet, placed him 
in the boat, and, when they bad ferried him across the 
river, released him. Tlien they brought the led-horse, 
fully caparisoned, before him, and ho mounted in the best 

* So L., -vvMoli reacts , tiut A.'has j-Js, “ liuman nature.” 

® That is, Jtun?&r I, who reigned x.it. 3S0-366 (a.t). 9Gl-97fi). This 
aneccloto is given in the AlMiSq-i-J aluli { bUl. Lucknow, a.h. 1283), pp. 168-170. 

Qiif’&n, ii, V. IHl. 
j ' Seen. 1 on p. liO aujira. 
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of humours, and set; out for Bukhdrd. And when they 
onc|uired of him, saying, “ Wo feared to hring thee across 
llio water lest thou sliouldst cherish enmity against us, but 
thou didst not so, nor do we see thee vexed in heart,” ho 
replied : " I know that every year several tliousand persons 
cross the Oxus without being drowned, and that I too 
should probably not be drowned; still, it was possible that 
I might perish, and if this had happened tliey would hiivc 
continued till the Rosurreotion to say, ‘ A foolish follow 
was Muhammad b. Zalcariyya, in that, of his own free will, 
he embarked in a boat and so was drowned.’ But when 
they bound me, I escaijod all danger of censure; for then 
they would say, ‘They bound the poor follow’s hands and 
feet, so that he was drowned.’ Thus should I have been 
excused, not blamerl, in case of my being drownorl.” 

When they reached Bukhdri, he saw tlie Amir and began 
to treat him, exerting his powers to the utmost, but without 
relief to the patient. One day he came in before the Amir 
and said: “To-morrow I am going to try another method 
of treatment, but fur the carrying out of it you will have 
to sacrifice such-and-such a horse and such-and-such 
a mule,” the two being both animals of note, so that in 
one night they had gone forty parusangs. 

So next day he took the Amir to the hot bath of Ju-yi- 
MdliyAn, outside the palace, leaving that horse and mule 
ready equipped and tightly girt in the charge of his own 
servant ; while of the Ring’s retinue and attendants he 
Suffered not one to enter the bath. Then he brought the 
King into the middle of the hot bath, and poured over 
him warm water, after which he prepared a draught and 
gave it to him to drink. And he kept him there till such 
time as the humours in his joints were matured. 

Then he himself went out and put on his clothes, and, 
taking a knife in his hand, came in, and stood for a while 
reviling the King, saying: “Thou didst order me to be 
bound and cast into the boat, and didst conspire against 
ray life. If I do not destroy thop as a punishment for 
this, I am not Muhammad b. Zakariyyfi ! ” 
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The Amir was furious, sprang from his place, and, partly 
from anger, partly from fear of tiie knife and dread of 
death, roso to his foot. When Muhammad b Zakariyyti 
saw the Amir on his foot, be turned round and went out 
frun tho bath, and ho and his servant mounted, the ono 
tbo horse, tho other tho rnulo, and turned their faces 
towards tlio Oxus. At the time of the second prayer they 
crossed the river, and halted nowhere till tlioy reaehed 
Morv. IVlioii Muhammad b. Zalcariyyd reached Merv, bo 
alighted, and wrote a letter to tho Amir, saying : “ May 
tbe life of tho King be prolonged in bealtb of body and 
effective command! According to agreement this servant 
treated his master, doing all that was possible. There was, 
however, an extreme weakness in the natural caloric, and 
tho treatment of tlie disease by ordinary means would have 
boon a protracted affair. I therefore abandoned it, and 
curried you to tho hot bath for psyohioal treatment, and 
administered a draught, and left you so long as to bring 
about a maturity of the humours. Then I angered the 
King, so that an increase iu the natural caloric was 
produced, and it gained strength until those humours, 
already softened, were dissolved. But lienoeforth it is not 
expedient that a meeting should take place between inysfelf 
and the King." 

Now after the Amir had risen to his feet and Muhammad 
b. Zakariyyd bad gone out, the Amir sat down and at once 
fainted. When he came to himself be went forth from 
the bath and called to his servants, saying, “ Where has 
the physician gone P ” They answered, “ He came out 
from the bath, and mounted tlie horse, while his attendant 
mounted the mule, and went ofi.” 

TliOn the Amir knew what object be bad had in view. 
So he came forth on his own feet from the hot bath ; and 
tidings of this ran through the city, aud his servants and 
retainers and people rejoiced greatly, and gave alms, 
and offered sacrifices, and held high festival. But they 
could not find the physician, seek him as they might. 
And cn the seventh day Muhammad b. ZakariyjA’s sorvant 



118 


CIIAHiR MJ.QiCLA. — POUETH BISCOUESE. 


ai'rivod, riding the liorso and loading tlio mule, and 
prosentod tlio lettor. Tlio Amir road it, and was astonisliod, 
and excused him, and sent him a horse, and a roho of 
honour, and oquiprnont, and a cloak, and arms, and a turban, 
and a male slave, and a liandtiiaiden ; and furdior com- 
raandad that there should be assigned to liiin in Hay irom 
the estates of al-Ma’iuiiii ^ a yearly allowance of two^ 
thousand dindrs and two hundred ass loads of corn. Thc.se 
marks of honour he forwarded to liim hy the hand of 
a trusty measongor, together with his njKdogios. 8o (ho 
Amir completely regained his health, and Muhammad b. 
Zakariyyd attained his object. 


Anecdote xxxv. 

Ma’mun Khwdrazmshdh * had an accomplished Minister 
named Abu’l - Hasan Ahmad b. Muhammad. He was 
a man of learning and a friend of scholars, and consequently 
many philosophers and men of erudition, such as AM ‘AH 
h. Sind, Ahu Sahl Masihi, AhuT-Hasau Khammdr, Abu 
Na.sr ‘AiTd.q, and Abu BayMn [al-Bfrdui],'* gathered about 
his coui’t. 

How Abd Na.sr ‘Arrd.q was the nephew of Khwdrazmshdh, 
and in all branches of the exact sciences ho was second 
only to Ptoletny the Philosopher ; while Abu ‘Ali [b Sind] 
Und Ahii Sahl Masihi were the successors of Aristotle® in 


^ Tko text has , Put perkapS tke last word is to ko 

talcea aa meaning “settled,” “tranqnil.” 

* So in L., and so corrected in A. from “ twelve thousand.” 

“ See p. vili of tho Preface to iSaohau’s translation of at-Blrdnl’s Ohrcmoloffy 
of the Ancient JVa/ioit.i, and tko same scholar’s article Atir OescMohte imtl 
Ghrono'offie von Chwareum in tho Sitzungsbmehte d. IJ'iener Al-ademie for 1803. 

* The first, sc'onnd, and last of tkeso learned men liavo linen already mentioned. 
'■|’liet!ui(hsprob.alilyAliu’l-Kh,iyral-Hasan . . . Ibmi’I-Klmramfir (\Viistoniold’.s 
Oashuhte d. Arab. AerzU, No. 115, pp. 68, 69), who died A.n. 381 (a.d. 991J. 

' The texts have “of Arista and AnstfitulSs,” as though they were two 
dilftient poisons, instead of two furm:. ol tho sanin nmno. 
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tlio scionco oJ! Pliilosopliy, whicli includes all sciences; and 
Abu’l- Hasan Ehainmdr was tho third alter Ilippoci’ates 
and Galen in the science of Medicine. And all these were, 
in this their service, independent of worldly cares, and 
mainfainod with one another familiar iiitorcourse and 
pleasant correspondence. 

J3nt Fortune, as is its custom, disapproved of this; though 
tho King would not willingly have destroyed this hap23inet,s 
of thoirs, or brought these pleasant days to an end. iSo 
a notable arrived from Sultdn Mahmud Yaraiuii’d-Dawla 
with a letter, whereof the purport was as follows ; “ I have 
heard that Ihoro are in attendance on Kliwarazmshcih 
several men of learning, each unrivalled in his science, such 
as So-and-so and So-and-so. You must send them to iny 
court, so tlmt they may attain the honour of attendance 
thereat. We rely on being enabled to profit by theii 
knowledge and skill, and request this favour on tho part of 
Klivvarazmshah.” 

Now the bearer of this message was Khwfija Husayn ‘Ali 
Mika’il, who was one of the most accomplished men of 
his age, and tho wonder of his time amongst his contem- 
poraries, while tho prosperity of Sultdn Yaminu’d-Dawla 
continued ever on the increase in the zenith of dominion 
and empire, and the kings of the time used to treat him 
with every respect and do him homage, and night and day 
lay down in fear of him. So Khwdrazmshdh entertained 
Husayn ‘AH Mikdh'l in the best of lodgings, and ordered 
him to be supplied with all materials suitable fora prolonged 
stay ; hut, before according him an audience, he summoned 
the philosophers and laid bolore them the King's letter, 
saying : “ The King is strong, and has a large army 
recruited from Khurasan and India; and lie covets ‘Iraq. 
I cannot refuse to obey his order, or he disobedient to his 
mandate. What say ye on this matter ? ” 

They answered, “ We cannot abandon thy service, nor 
will we in any wise go to him.” But Abd Nusr and Abn'l- 
Hasan and Abd HayMn were eager to go, having heard 
accounts of the King’s munificent gilts and presents. Thou 
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Miid Khwiu-azmsluih, “I will suraniou you before tno,’ and 
do you lake your own wny,” Then ho equipped Abd ‘Ali 
[b. Sind] and Abd Said, and amingod a plan for tbeni, 
and sent witli thetn a guide, and they sot off through the 
desert towards Mdssandaian. 

ISText day Kliwdrazimshdh accorded ITnsayn ‘Ali Mlka’il 
an audience, and heaped on liiin all sorts of coinpliniouls. 
“I have read tlie letter,” said ho, “and liavo acquainted 
luyself with its contents and with the King’s command, 
Abu ‘All and Abu Said aie gone, hut I will piovide equq> 
mont for Ahd JSTasr and Ahd Ru_^hd,n and Ahu’l-llaaan,^ 
so that they may enjoy the honour of entering that August 
Presence.” So in a little while he provided their outfit, 
and despatched them in the company of Khwaja Husnyn 
Miki’il to Balkh. So they came into the presence of Sultdri 
Yaminu’d-Dawlu, mid joined the King’s Court. 

Now it was Abu ‘Ali [b. Sinti] wliom. tlie King chiefly 
desired. He commanded Abii Nasr the painter to draw 
his portrait on paper, and he ordered tlio other artists to 
make forty copies of tho portrait, and these he despatched 
in all directions, placing them in the hands of persons of 
note, to whom he said, “There is a man after this likeness, 
whom they call Abii ‘Ali b. Siud Seek him out and send 
linn to me.” 

Now when Abu ‘Ali and Ahd Sahl departed from 
Khwdrazmshdh,* ore raoining came they had travelled 
fifteen parasatigs. When it was niorning they alighted at 
a place wheie there were wells, and Abu ‘Ali took up 
an astrological table to see under what ascendant they had 
started on their journey. “We shall lose our way,” said 
he, “and experience hardships,” Said Ahd Suhl : “We 
acquiesce in God’s decree. Indeed, I know that I shall not 
come safely through this journey, for in these two days 

I L.’s reading is : ‘ . A. adds tlie woids jO 

after . 

’ Here and elsewliora A lias Jhisayn foi Ilaaan. 

’ So A. L. lias “ Kliwtravm.” 
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<]i6 passage of tlie dogroo of my ascendant roaches Capricorn, 
and that is decisive, ‘ so that no hope remains to mo. 
Henceforth our intercourse of souls is at an eiid,”^ 

Then a wind arose and clouds gathered. Abii 'Ali relates 
a.s follows. On the fourth day a dust-storm arose, and 
the world was darkened. They lost their way, for (lie wind 
hud obliterated tho tracks. When the wind lulled, thoir 
giiido was a thousand times more astray than before; no 
Wilier was oblainablc; and, by reason of the heat of the 
desert of Khwarazin, Abu Sahl Masihi passed away to 
the World of Eternity. The guide turned back, while Abii 
‘AH, with a thousand hardships and difEculties, reached 
Abiward, whence he wont to Tils, and finally happened 
on JSriabdpur. 

Tliere he found a number of persons who were seeking 
for Abii ‘Ali. llo alighted in a quiet spot, where he abode 
several days, and tlionco he turned his face towards Gurgdn. 
Qdbiis,’ who was king of that province, was a great and 
accomplished man, and a friend to men of learning, Abii 
‘AH knew that there no harm would befal him. When 
he reached Gurgdn, ha alighted at a caravanseray, One 
day a person foil sick in his neighbourhood. Abu ‘iiH 
treated him, and he got bettor. It is related that Abii 
‘Ali continued to live in Gurgdn,* and that his income 
became considerable and wont on increasing day by day. 
Some time elapsed thus, until one of the relatives of Qdbiis 
fell sick. The physicians set themselves to treat him, 
striving and exerting themselves to tho utmost, hut the 
disease was not cured, blow Qdhiis was greatly attached 

* The text lias ^ 

^ The term iaayir is explained at p. 230 of 

Van Vloten’s ed. of the MafcHtlut’l-'iilum. 

‘ This last sentenoe is in A. only. 

’ Qhbfifl b. Washnigir Shamsu’l-Ma‘fi.li, reigned a.h. 368-371 and again 
A.ii. 3S8-40S. To him al-BlrCini dedicated his Ohromhgij of Amimt JValms. 
See Saolmu’s English translation of lhat work, Preface, p. viii. 

' ^ For L.’s reading jii A. has . 
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to Hm. So one ol tlie servants of Qabus did oboisanoe 
boforo liim and said: “Into such-aud-such a caravunsovuy 
batb entered a young man who is a physician, and whoso 
efforts aro singularly blessed, so tluU. several persons have 
been cured at his hands.” So Qabiis bade them sock him 
out and bring him to the patient. 

So they sought out Abu ‘AU and brought him (o the sick 
man. lie saw a youth of comely countenance, whereon the 
hair bod scarcely begun to show itself, and of synnnotrical 
proportions. IIo sat down, felt hi.s pulse, asked to soo his 
urine, inspected it, and said, “I want a man who knows 
all the districts and the quarters ol this province.” So 
they brought one ; and Abu ‘Ali placed bis hand on the 
patient’s pulse, and bade tho other mention the names 
of the different quarters and districts of Gnrgun. So 
the man began, and continued until he reuebod the name 
of a quarter at the mention of which, as he uttered it, 
the patient’s pulse gave a strange flutter. Then Abii ‘All 
said, “ISrow I must have someone who knows all the streets 
in this quarter.” They brought such an one. “Eepeat,” 
said Abu ‘AH, “the names of all tho housc.s in this district.” 
So he repeated them till he reached the name of a house 
at the mention of which tho patient’s pulse gave the same 
flutter. “Now,” said Abu ‘AH, “I want someone who 
knows all tho households.” They brought such an one, 
and he began to repeat tbein until he reached a name at 
the mention of which that same strange flutter was apparent. 

Then said Abii ‘AH, “It is finished.” Thereupon he 
turned to the contidoiUial advisers of Qabiis, and said: “This 
lad is in love with such-and-such a girl, in such-and-such 
a house, in such-and-such, a street, in such-and-such 
a quarter: the girl’s face is the patient’s cure.” The 
patient, who was listening, heard what was said, and in 
shame hid his face beneath the clothes. When they made 
enquiries, it was even as Abii ‘AH bad said.^ Then they 

' Compare tlic proci«olj’ similar iinrrativo in tlio first story of tho first hook of 
i\V‘ jirathnmn of lliinii, and also a pussafru in tho socliou of the 

Dhakhira-i- KhuwuzmshJhi (IJook vi, (xutiar i, Jaz' ‘ 1 , ch. 3), ol which this 
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reported this matter to Q,dbu3, who was amazed thereat 
and said, "Bring him before me.” So Ahii ‘All b. Sind 
was brought boCoro Qdbua. 

Ifow Qiihns had a copy of Abii 'All’s portrait, which 
Yaminu’d'Diiwla had sent <o him. “Why, horo is Abii 
‘AH ! ” exolaimod ho. “ Tes, O most puissant Prince,” 
replied tlic other. Then Qiibiis came down from his throne, 
advanced several paces to meet Abu ‘AH, embraced him, 
conversed genially with him, sat down beside him, and 
said, “0 greatest and most accomplished philosopher of 
the world, explain to me the rationale of this treatment ! ” 
“0 Sire,” answei'cd Abi'i 'AH, “when I inspected his pulse 
and urine, I hccarne convinced that his complaint was love, 
and that he had fallen thus sick through keeping his secret. 
Had I enquired of him, he would not have told me; so 
I placed my hand on his pulse while they re23eated in 
succession the names of the difi'erent quarters, and whoa 
it came to the name of the quarter of his beloved, love 
moved him, and his heart was stirred, so that I knew she 
was a dweller in that quarter. Then I enquired the streets, 
and when I reached the street in question that same 
movement occurred, and I know that she dwelt in that 
street. Then I enquired the names of the households in 
that street, and the same phenomenon occurred whon the 
house of his beloved was named, so that I knew the 
house also. Then they made moution of the names of its 
inhabitants, and when he heard the name of his beloved, 
he was greatly affected, so that I knew the name of his 
sweetheait also. Then I told him my conclusion, and he 
could not deny it, but was coinpellod to confess the truth.” 


is a, translation: — “Now the lover’s pulao is variable and iuegiilnr, especially 
when he seas tha object ot his nftectioiis, or hears her name, or gets tidings of 
her. Ill this way one can dihoover, in the ease of ouo who conceals liw love and 
the name of his beloved, who is tho object of his pto.sioii, and that in the 
fallowing way. Tho physician should place his linger on the piiiont’s pulse, and 
nuexpeotedly order the names of those peisoiis amongst whom it may he smmwed 
that liis .swooihcait is io ho found to bo ropeaUri, wheroupon it will oppoar triim 
tho pntioiit’s behaviour who his beloved is and what her iinmo is A'icouna 
(upon whom he liod’s htcri'y) sa\s: • I hiuo Iried tins pilau, luid have sucuoeded 
by it ill Hudiiig out who the bclovtd object was.’ ” 
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QdT)ua was greatly astonislied, and indeed there was 
good reason for astouiahnient. “ 0 most ominoufc and most 
excellent philosopher of the world,” said ho, “both the 
lover and tho beloved are tlio children of my sisters, and 
are cousins to ono another. Choose, then, an auspicious 
moment theit I may unite thorn in mariiago.” So tho 
llastor [Avicenna] chose a forluiiato hour, and in it tlioy 
wore united, and tliat prince was cured of the ailment 
which bad broiiglit Idm to death’s door, xliid thereafter 
Qabus maintained Abii ‘All in the best manner possible, 
and thence he went to Ray, and finally became luinister 
to ‘A14’u’d-Dawla, as is well known in history. 


Anecdote xxxvi. 

The author of the Kdmilu’s-Snncdat ^ was physician to 
‘Adudu’d-Davvla ^ iii Pdrs, in the city of yhii4z. Now 
in that city there was a portor who used to carry loads 
of four hundred and five hundred maimds on his hack, 
And every five or six months ho would be attacked by 
headaoho, and become restless, remaining so for ten* days 
and nights. One time he was attacked by headache, and 
when seven or eight days had elapsed, he several times 
deternained to dest.roy himself. At length one day this 
physician passed by the door of his house. The porter’s 
brother ran to meet him, did reverence to him, and, 
conjuring him by God Most High, told him his brother’s 
condition. “ Bring him to me,” said the physician. So 
they called him before the physician, who saw that he 
was a big man, of bulky frame, wearing on his feet a pair 
of shoes each of which weighed a maund and a half. Then 
the physician asked for and examined his urine ; after 
which, “Bring him with me into the opon country,” said 

‘ See Broekelmann’a Oach. d. Atab. Zttt., p 237, No. 19. Ills name was 
‘Ah 1) al-‘Abb&,s al-MiiiiiBi, and ho died a ii. 3H4 (a.b 904). 

- Tho second prince ot the House of Euwnyh, raignod A.n. 338-372 (a.b. 
949-982). 

■1 So A., but L. has “two.” 
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he. Tlioy did so. Ou thoir arrival there, he bade his 
servant take the turban from his head, and cast it round 
his nook. Thou ho oi’dored another servant to take tlio 
shoes oil' tho porter’s foot and kick him on the hack of 
the neck. Tho portor’a sons wept, hut the physician was 
a man of considorulion, so that they could say nothing. 
Then tlio physioiau ordered his servant to throw the turban 
round his nock, to mount hi.s horso, and to make tho porter 
run round tho plain. The servant did as ho was bid. 
Blood began to flow from the porlor’s nostrils. “Now,” 
said the physician, “let him alone, that the blood may flow 
from him, for he Htiiiketh worse than a corpse.” The man 
fell asleep amidst tho blood wliich flowed from his nose, 
and throe hundred dirhams’ weight of blood escaped from 
his nosln'ls, They bore him tlience, and lie slept for a day 
and a night, and his headache passed away and never again 
returned. 

Then ‘Adudu’d-Dawla questioned tho physician as to the 
rationale o.f this troatinent. “0 King,” he replied, "for 
some while the blood had coagulated ^ in his head, and 
it was impossible to relieve this congestion by means of 
belladonna,® so I devised another treatment, which proved 
successful.” 


Anecdote xxxvii. 

Melancholia is a disease which physicians often fail to 
treat successfully, for, though all melancholic diseases are 
chronic, melancholia is a pathological condition which, is 
[especially] slow to pass. 


' Rerhapa “ coagulatotl ” is too stiong a -woul for and tvp sliould 

rather translate “ for some while he had suffioied from congestion of tho head ” 
or “ooiehral eonga-ation,” 

* ‘ l^jiJ [a,, B, ^\i b. Tho word — ^b , explained aa = 

ox j^ \ L-Xj, aoDmsfo mean belladonna. The word \jM 
I do not iradsist.iud. 
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Abu'l-IIasun b. YahjA, in his work entltlocl the “ IIIppo- 
ci'utic Therapeutics’' {Mu‘alaja-i-Buqrcili),'^ a book Iho like 
of which bath been composed by no one on tlio i\i't of 
Medicine, hath reckoned up the loaders of thouglit, suges, 
physicians, scholura, and philosophers who have beou afllictcd 
by this disease, for there were many of them ; and he 
continues thus: — 

•'My master Abii Ja'fiir b. Muhammad Abu SahP al- 
Nashawi, commonly known as Sarakh,''* related to me,” says 
he, ” on the. authority of the Imam Shaykh Jluhaminad b. 
al-'Aqil al-Qasswini, on. the authority of the Amir h’akhru’d- 
Dawla Kalinjdr the Buwayhid, that one of the princes of the 
House of Buvvayh was attacked by melancholy, and was in 
such wise affected by the disease that ho imagined himself 
to have been transformed into a cow. Every day be would 
low like a cow, cau.sing’ annoyance to everyone, and saying, 
‘Kill me, so that a good stew may he prepared from ray 
flesh ’ ; until matters reached such a pass that he would 
eat nothing, and the physicians were unable to do him 
any good. 

“Now at this juncture Abii ‘AH (Avicenna) was prime 
minister, and the king ‘Ald’u’d - Dawhi Mulnimmad h. 
"Washmgir had the fullest confidence in him, and had 
entrusted into his hands all tho affairs of tho kingdom, 
and placed under his judgment and discretion all matters. 
And, indeed, since Alexander tho Great, whose minister was 
Aristotle, no king had such a minister as Abu ‘AH. And 
during the time that he was minister, ho used to rise up 
every morning before dawn and write a couple of pages 
of the Sh(/a.* Thou, when the true dawn appeared, he 


' See Broplcelmann’s Oeaafi. d Arab litt , p. 237, wliore Ilia nnmo ia gireu as 
Alm’l-yasan ‘All li, Muljiimmad iit-fubarl. llo was court plivaininn to tile 
Bmviiyliifl prince lluknu’d- Diiwla about a h 360 97(1). ilSS. of the work 

cited exist at Oxford, Munich, and in tho India Office. 

A hiiR Sa'di. 

“ So nil tc.xts, , 

* One of Avicenna’s most colubrnted works. Sen the Ih-Uish. Museum Aralio 
Catuhyue, p, Tioa, and the Siipjilemeitt to tho same, 711, pp. 184, 486. 
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visod to give aiulienco to liis disciples, mkIi as Kiya Ra’is 
Hahmaiiytir, Abii Mansur Zi'la,' ‘Abdu’l- Wahid Jurjdiu, 
Sulayman of Damascus, and mo, Abu Kalinjar. We used 
to coutinuo our studies till the rnoriiiiig grew bright, and 
tliL'Ti perform our prayers behind him ; and as soon as 
bo oanio forth bo was met at the gale of his house by 
a thousand mounted men, comprising the dignitaries and 
notables, as well as such as had boons to eiave, or were 
in difficultioa. Then the minister would mount, and this 
company would attend him to the Government OiBcos. By 
the time he arrived there, the number of horsemen bad 
roachod two tliousand. And there he would remain until 
tho morning" prayer, and when he retired for refreshment 
all that company ate with liim. Then he took his midday 
siesta, and when he rose up from this he would perform 
his prayer, wait on the King, and remain talking and 
conversing with him until tlie next prajmr ; and in all 
matters of importance there was no third person between 
him and tho King. 

“ Our object in narrating these details is to show that 
the minister had no leisure time. Now when the physicians 
proved unable to cure this young man, the King’s inter- 
cession was sought, so that ho might bid his minister take 
the case in hand. So ‘Ald’u’d-Dawla spoke to him to this 
effect, and he consented. Then said he, ‘ Good tidings to 
the patient, for the biifeher has come to kill him ! ’ Wlien 
the patient heard this, he rejoiced. Then the minister 
mounted his horse, and came with his retinue to the 
gate of tho patient’s house. Taking a knife in his hand, 
he entered with two attendants, saying, ‘Whore is tins 
cow, that I may kill it?’ The patient made a noise like 
a cow, meaning, ‘He is here.’ The minister bade them 
hind lum hand and foot in the middle of the bouse. The 
patient ran forward into the middle of the house and 
lay down on his right side, and they bound bis bands 
and feet fii'inly, and 'Abu 'Ali then came forward, rubbing 

1 <djj . 
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ihe knives togetlier, sat down, and placed liis hand on his 
side, as is the cnatora of butchers. ‘He is very loan/ said 
he, ‘and not fit to be killed: he must eat fodder uniil he 
gets fat.' Then he rose up and eanio out, having hidden 
them loose his hands and feet, and jduco food before him, 
saying, ‘ Eat, so that thou mayst grow fat.’ They did 
so, and he ate, and recovered his appetite, after which 
thejr administered to him drugs and draughts. ‘This cow,' 
said AbiS ‘Ali, ‘must be well fattened’; so tho pationt ate 
in the hope that he might grow fat and they might kill 
him ; while the phy,4icians applied themselves vigorously 
to treating him as tho minister hud indicated, and iu 
a month’s time he completely recovered.” 

All wise men will perceive that one cannot hoal by such 
methods of treatment save by virtue of extreme excellence, 
perfect science, and unerring acumen. 


Anecdote xxxvili. 

In the reign of Maliksh^b, and during part of the reiga 
of Sultiia Sanjar, there was at IIor4t a philosopher named 
Adib Isma'il, a very great and perfect man, who, however, 
derived his income from his receipts as a physician. By 
him many rare cures of this class were wrought. 

One day ho was passing through the sheep - slayers’ 
lEarkel. A butcher was skinning a sheep, and was eating 
■fche warm fat which he took from its belly.* Khwdja 
Isma'il said to a grocer opposite him, “ If at any time 
this fellow should die, inform me of it before they lay him 
in his grave.” ‘‘ Willingly,” replied tbe grocer. When 
five or six months had elapsed, one morning it was rumoured 
abroad tbat such-and-such a butcher had died suddenly 
without any premonitory illness. The giocer also went to 
ofler his condolences. He found a number of people tearing 
their garments, while others were consumed with grief, for 


* So ill L A has: “And every now anti then ho would put his hand into the 
sheep’s hehj, pull out some ot the waiin lat, and swallow it.” 
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the dead man was young, and had little children. Then 
ho remembered the words of Khwdja Isma'il, and hastened 
to hear the intelligence to him. Said the Khwdja, “He 
has been a long time in dying." Then ho arose, took his 
staff, wont to the dead man’s house, raised the sheet from 
the face of the corpse, and began to apply the remedies 
for apoplexy.^ On the third day the dead man arose, and, 
though he remained paralytic, he lived for many years, and 
men were astonished, for that great man had seen from 
the first that he would he stricken by apoplexy. 


AnecdoU xxxix. 

The Shaykhu’l - Isldm 'Abdu’lldh Ansdn' (may God 
sanctify his spirit!) conceived a fanatical hatred of the 
above-mentioned man of science, and several times attempted 
to do him an injury, and burned his books. How this 
fanatical dislike arose from religious motives, for the people 
of Heidt believed that he could restore the dead to life, 
and this belief was injurious to his own pretensions.^ 

Now the Shaykh fell ill, and in the course of his illiiess 
the death - rattle became apparent. However much the 
physicians treated him, it availed nothing. They were in 
despair, and so sent a sample of his urine to the Khwdja 
under the name of another, and requested him to prescribe. 
When he had inspected it, he said : “ This is the urine of 
so-and-so, in whom the death-rattle has become apparent, 
and whom they are unable to treat. Bid them pound 
together a sh' of pistachio-skins and a of the sugar 
called ‘askari and give it to him, so that he may recover; 
and give him this message : ‘ You should study science, 
and not burn men’s hooks.’ ’’ 


’ So B. and L. but A, reads “was injuuous to the 

Ooitimon folk.” 

s For^.-) a. has (JLio twice, and addsji.^ alter . 
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So tboy made a confection of tliose two ingredients, and 
the patient ate it, and immediately the death-rattle ceased, 
and ho recovered. 


Anecdoto xl. 

In the time of Galen, one of tlio notables of Alexandria 
was attacked by pain in the finger-tips, and sufibred groat 
restlessness, being debarred from all repose. They informed 
Galen, who prescribed an unguent to be applied to his 
shoulders. As soon as they did this he was cured. Then 
they questioned Galen, saying, “What was [the rationale 
of] this treatment which thou didst adopt?” He replied: 
“This, that the source of a pain which attacks the finger- 
tips is the shoulder, T treated the root so that the branch 
might be cured.” 


Aneodote xli. 

In the year a.ii. 547 (= a.d. 1152-3), ^ when a battle took 
place at Dardward^ between the King of the World Sanjar 
b. Malikshah and my master ‘Ala’u’d - Dawla al-IIusayn 
(may God immortalize their roigns !), and the Ghurid army 
was so grievously smitten by the ovil eye,® and I wandered 
about Ilordt in hiding, because I was eonnoctod with the 
House of Ghur, and their enemies uttered all manner of 
accusations against them, and jojoiced malignantly over 
their reverse; in the midst of this state of things, I say, 
I chanced -one night to be in the house of a certain noble 
man. When he had eaten bread, I went out to satisfy 
a need. That noble man, by reason of whom I came to 
be there, was praising me, saying: “Men know him as 
a poet, but, apart from his skill in poetry, he is a man 

' L. bus ”447,” botli in fi<>urB."i nncl writing, an evident error, since Sanjar 
rcisnedAii ,511-, 032, and ‘Al&’u’d-Dtn Ilnsnjn “ JnliAu-sfiz ” au. hU-d&d. 
A. omits the figures, and only lias “in the yeat forty-seven.” 

“ See U. do Mcyiiard’s Diet, de la Rise, p. 228, Imt this reading is 
oonjeelural. L. luis , A. A'_jl ,Aj . 

oLil jfAJi . 



JrBDK'lNE. — AUTOBIOCniAI’IIIC’AT,. 


181 


of great attainments, well skilled in. astrology, medicine, 
polito letter- writing, and other acoornidisliments.” 

WlK'n I returned to tho company, the master of the 
house showed mo much respect, as do those who are in 
iioocl of some favour, and sat by me for a while. " 0 so-aiid- 
Ro,” said he, “T have one only daughter, and, save her, 
no other noar rolalivo, and she is my treasure, Lately she 
luis fallen a victim to a malady such that during the days 
of her monthly conrses ten or fifteen of sanguineoxrs 
matter ooinc from her, and she is greatly weakened. "We 
have consnlted tho ph 3 ^sicians, several of whom have treated 
lier, hut it has availed nothing, for if this issue he stopped, 
slie is attacked with pain and swelling in tho stomach, and 
if it be ronowod, it is increased in amount,® and she is much 
weakened, so tliat I fear its cessation, lest her strength 
should wholly doclme.” “Send me word,” said I, “when 
next this state occurs.” 

When ten days had passed, the patient’s mother came 
to fotoh mo, and brought her daughter to me. I saw a girl 
very comely, but despairing of life, and stricken with 
terror. Slie at once foil at my feet, saying : “ 0 my father ! 
Lor God’s sake help me, for I am young, and have not 
yet seen the world.” The tears sprang to ray eyes, and 
I said, “Be of good cheer, this is an easy matter.” Then 
I placed my fingers on her pulse, I found the artery 
strong, and her colour and complexion normal. It was at 
this time the season of summer, and most of the conditions 
of an enjoyable lifo^ were present, such as a robn^t habit of 
body, a strong constitution, a healthy eoraploxion, age, season, 
country,** and occupation. Then I summoned a phlobotomist 

' A. Iiu8 “miuinclb.” 

^ It. lias t . . tU ^ * A. lias : 

® L. A. • 

* For L.’.s loatlmg, aIj j , A. Ims : 

‘ ^jS-\ ^ CUJjU j (? aL) a(j 
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and bado him open the basilic vein in both her arms ; and 
I sont away all the women. The bad blood continued to 
flow, anti, by pressure and manipulation, I took from her 
a thousand dirhams’ weight of blood, so that sho foil down 
in a swoon. Then I bade them bring firo, and prepare 
roasted meat besido her, until the house was filled with 
the smoke of the roasting meat, and it entered her nostrils. 
Then she came to her senses, moved, groaned, and asked 
for a drink. Then I prepared for her a gentle stimulant, 
and treated her for a week, and she recovered, dnd that 
illness passed aAvay, and her monthly courses resumed thoir 
normal condition. And I called her my daughter, and 
to-day she is to me as 013’- other children. 


CoNcnusiON. 

My object in writing this treatise and in setting forth 
this discourse is not to make mention of ray merits or to 
show forth my services, but rather to guide the beginner, and 
to glorify ray Lord, the learned and just King, Hushmu’d- 
Dawla wa’d-Dln, Helper of IslAtn and the Muslims, Pride 
of raonarchs and kings, noblest of mankind, Shamau’l-Ma'dli, 
MalikuT-TJmaiA, AbuT-Hasan ‘Ali b. Mas'iid b. al-Uusayn, 
Kusratu Amiii’l-Mu’rninin (may God perpetuate his glory I), 
by whose high stalion the Kingly Office is magnified. May 
God (blessed and glorious is lie !) continue to embellish it 
ty his Beauty, and may the Divine Protection and Heavenly 
Grace be a buckler over the form and stature of both, and 
may the heart of my Lord and Benefactor Fakhrii’d-Dawla 
wa’d-Din, Bahd’ul-Isldm waT-Muslimin, King of the kings 
of the mountains, be rejoiced, not for a while but for ever, 
by the oontinUanoe of both ! , 


f'DLOl'irOX OP TITIUAX PDITIOX. 
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Conchiding Note hy the Editor of the Tihrdn eel, of a.h. 1305 
(= A.D, 1887-8). 

In tto 'beneficent xoign of tbe Sovereign Lord^ of the 
nations, the King of kings wlio is like unto Alexander 
in pomp, the Romemhrancer of Kisra and Jamshid, tlm 
Monarch of monarchs, the Shadow of God in the lands, 
by the regards of whose weighty mind all the sciences and 
arts enjoy the fullest ascendency, and the votaries of every 
sort of craft and cunning possess the most brilliant position, 
the King, son of a king and grandson of a king, and the 
Prince, son of a prince and grandson of a prince, Shah: 
KAsniu’D-DiN Qajar (nray God prolong his Power, and 
extend his Life and his Reign !) — 

“ 0 King, who remnble%t the Angeh in exaltation, 

Whose name is held in fair renown by the Supreme Host ! ’’ 

By the auspicious traits of his nature the treatises of 
men of oulturo, which had been clothed in the raiment 
of oblivion, have become adorned with the ornament of 
print, while tho dust of desolation has been removed from 
the senses of men of learning. Amongst such treatises is 
this Ghahdr Maqdla of ‘Arudi, whereof, until this time, 
the virgin sentences wore hidden behind the curtain of 
concealment, and the maiden anecdotes lay latent and 
unknown in the leaves. This servant of the Heaven-high 
Court and house -bred slave of this Immortal Dynasty, 
Muhammad Bdqir Khdn, son of the late Hdji Muhammad 
Bdqir Khdn, Begler-begi, the Qdjar, who has devoted most 
of his time to the transcription of written pages, undertook, 
at the desire of his High Reverence Mulld ‘All Khwansdri, 
to transcribe this also. Two manuscripts were examined, of 
which the one had been copied from the other. In the 
one there were bad mistakes, and in the other worse. It 
was as though a heap of gold had been acquired, but filled 


1 Liteially " Master of tlie necks ” 
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with alloy and dross. Thus, amongst other errors, ^^3 
was written and Therefore, to the 

utmost of ray power, I applied myself, while transcribing 
the book, to correcting as far as jrossiblo the words and 
sentences occurring in it. My prayer of my spiritual 
friends, who arc the changers of tlie coins of idoua, is 
that if a chance mistake occur, or an erroneous idea or 
word appear, they will overlook ^t with gracious eyes, and 
will endeavour to read such correction into the text. 

At the time of concluding, a chronogram expressing the 
date [of publication] occurred to me, and is hero submitted : ’ 

By the desire of Akhiind-i-Mull4 ‘Ali Klnvdnsfiri, a.ti. 
1305, and by the care of His Eevorence Abu’l-Q,4sim, the 
noble heir of Akhiind-i-Mulli Muhammad. 

^ Tlie meaning i'5 : “The Book of the Four Discourses hath heen correctly 
printed in its entirety.’’ Tho nuraoricnl values of the letters composing this 
seutenoo, when added up, give 1 305. 
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